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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HE Section on Socinianiſm and Socinus, at 
the end of the firſt Diſſertation, has been 
added, to give ſome little information concern- 
ing F. Socinus, who was nearly cocval with 
thoſe great men, Luther and Calvin, and was 
one of the lights which divine providence raiſed 
up at that period, to recover the left truths of 
the goſpel. 1 
And that Section, together with, the whole of 
- the. following work, may perbaps contribute to 
ſoften, if not to remove, the prejudices of ſome 
perſons againſt theſe to whom they give the name 
of Socinians; which name, as far as the author 
comprebendt it, might be given to the apoſtles of 
Faſus, as equally belonging to them. ; 
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BO UT the latter end of the yeat 1773, 

I reſigned my benefice, and withdrew 
myfar from the communion of the church 
of England, vecauſe,” being perſuaded that 
there was but One God; the Father, the 


ſole object of prayer and religious worſhip, 


I could not continue to offer up or to join in 
prayer to Jeſus Chriſt, or to any other perſon, 
whom I did not look upon as God, or to be 
worſhiped. Deſirous however to ſtand fair 
in the opinion of the world, at the leaſt bf 
my friends and acquaintance, and not with- 
out ſome hope of ſerving the cauſe of truth, 
I made public the reaſons that had com- 
pelled me to take this ſtep for mg own in- 
ward peace and quiet. 
- I have not been inattentive gude to the op- 
| poſition made to what I there delivered. It 
was as free to others to print their ſentiments, 
as it had been for me to declare mine. With 
what temper ſome of them did it, was their 
own affair. I had no concern but with theic 
arguments, having no aim but that of truth, 
and to acquit myſelf to my own mind. W here 
I had been in an error, I ſhould have thanked. 
the hand that had pointed it out to me. 
þ B Leſſer 


— — + _— - — 
* : 
_— 
l —_— 


. 
A _ — — 
33 
—— — — — 
— — ·ltex— 
— — 2 
> 


—— — 


— * 


Fw ; 4 1 w_ 


Mi. | 
n The INTRODUCTION. 
Leſſer miſtakes and overſights which belong 
to mortals I may Have fallen into; but had I 
knowi noly kette 
timents . the facred writers, or of any others, 
I ſhould have been un the. name of a 
man, and poor and ſhortlived muſt have beers 
the triumpł it would have afforded. 
Mr. Borgh, who has written two (a) large 
Fans my Apology, has been digni- 
Doctor's degree for them by the 
9 of Oxford. How: far that — 
body have done themſelves credit by ſueh 
4 public act has been diſcuſſed by Mr. Tem- 
e, 12 an appendix — Lpronen, to Dr, 
Nan 
(c) This learned and able writer, in a for- 
mer work without his name, had ſhewn the 
weakneſs of Dr. Burgh's arguments in favour 
af two other Perſons, being each; of them 
God with the Father, and expoſed ſome of 
hie many errors, as. well as his temperate 
heat againſt. thofe who differed, in ſentiment 
from hien, His laſt work is addreſſed to Dr. 


Randolph, who had undertaken to ſhield Mr. | 


(a) © A Eariptural Confutation of Mr. Lindſey's ar- 
gument againſt the one Godhead: of the Father, Song 
ind Haly Oho hoſt, &c. 1330 
enquiry into. the, Belief of the three firſt-cen» 


I Wat. pot x the one Godhead of the Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoft, &c.“ By William Burgh, Eſq. 
(b) * Letters to the Rev: P. Randolph, D. B. &c. 
By A. Temple, M. A. with an appendix, in which the 
tendency and merits of Dr. Burgh's publications are more 
particularly conſider 
(e) Remarks on A Seriptural Confutation, i Ke. Printed 
or Bell, Strand, London, 1775. 


"* K > - Burgh a 


d, or miſtepreſented the ſen- 
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| The INTRODUCTION. wil 
Burgh from the force of his remarks. | But 
vain was the attempt. For if truth and ar- 
gument are of any avail, Mr. Temple has 
now put an end to the controverſy; At 
the concluſion of theſe « Letters” are fome 
brief ſtrictures on Mr. Burgh's ſecond vo- 
lume, which is written againſt a rethark 
I had made, that the ehriſtian writers and 
people in general, were unitarians, before the 
council of Nice. And therein Mr. Temple 
has given folid and important evidence of fact, 
that © the univerſal chureh for a good part of 
the two: firſt centuries was decidedly-uni- 
© tarian ;” and further he has not there exa- 
mined. Opeicarhitia this ſecond volume of 
Mr, Burgh's J would only obſerve, that he 
has exhibited a ſpecimen at his firft ſetting 
out, how fat his judgment is found: and to 
be relied upon, by —— quotations (a) 
from the know — interpolated epiſtles 
of Ignatius, and making formal inferences 
from them, as if they had been genuine, p. 
47. Thus; Den to the Italian proverb, 
tutto fa la'galeria. : 
I had therefore reſolved to have en my ar- 
(50 1 theſe 2 the ge « e have 4 
jan the Lord our Go f 18 2 
pluſes of God, n is Feſus We 6 822 adbere 280 
fo our God eſus Chi. —c 779 mt our Lord God Nut 
Cbriſt e love of M5: Chrift our God and Saviour 
— why s is exactly ſimilar" to 2 Pet. f. f. og. 
ther perſon, 12 under the. influence of prejudice than 
Mer. Burgh; would wonder how Ignatius ſhould talk of 
Chriſt being God in ſo very lifferent a manner from 


Chriſt himſeif and his apoſtles ; and be apt to ſuſpect that 
he talked of f bimfolf, and. therefore givehim little credit. 
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guments to take their fate as I had firſt 
them down in the Apology and Sequel. But 

the friend who. had confuted Mr. Burgh and 
Dr. Randolph, had alſo with the ſame diſin- 
tereſted regards to truth, publiſhed his diſſatis- 
faction (a) with the interpretation I had given 
of the prologue of St. John's goſpel, the right 
underſtanding whereof ſeems of great impor- 
tance towards ſettling the true character of 
Jeſus. Chriſt * and objections from ſuch a pen 
demand reſpect. And a few: months paſt, an 
anonymous perſon, in: A Letter to Dr. Jebb, 
« -with relation to his declared ſentiments 
% about the unlawfulneſs gf all religious ad- 
« drefles to Jeſus Chriſt, (% has laboured 
much to ſhew that I had not ſufficiently 
proved that point. Ho he came to inſcribe 


his letter to Dr Jebb, is not eaſy to divine, | 


who has never referred his readers to any of 
my publications for a proof of his aſſertions 
reſpecting the Wongfulagls a. Praying! to 
Jeſus Chriſt. eb bei v: 

have then judged it t proper, ans hopg' it may 
be of ſome uſe, to review and add farther ſup- 
port to what I had advanced on both theſe 
ſubjects, with an eye as I went along to ſuch 
objections as 1 had met with, but without 
entering into a direct controverſy Nan OF : 
one, to which Lam much averſe. 8 0 


(a) „ ObjeRtions, to. Mr. Lindſey's Ae en den of. 
the. fir ſt —— verſes of St. John's goſpel, &c. Lon- 


don printed for Johnſon, No. 72, St. Paul's. Church 


yard, 1776. 2 
. (6): London, printed by. Galabin and Baker, No. I. 
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Concerning the Preface of St. John's Geſpel, 
Joby WF In the beginning was the Word, 
aud the Word was with God, and the Word 

wa God. The ſame was in the beginning with 
Ged. All things were made by bim, &c. &c. 


6 


T HIS paſſage in our Apoſtle was ſoon laid 
hold of by the learned heathens that 
came over to chriſtiznity, full of the notions 
they had been taught 'in their ſchools, of a 
fecond God, called the logos, the creator of 
all things under the ſupreme Gad; and by 
them applied to Jeſus Chriſt. And from that 
time, it has principally contributed to fix 
the generality of chriſtians in the belief of 
Jeſus being God, and creator of all things. 
For none of the citations from the ſcriptures, 
which are commonly produced for the ſup- 
port of this doctrine, contaim any thing that 
approaches to ſo explicit and formal an aſſer- 
tion of it. Nay, in reality it is doubtful, 
whether Chriſt be ever called God in any, 
other part of the New Teſtament. To AT, 
it appears certain that he never is ſo called, 
which I have endeavoured to ſhew in another 
place; (a) and moſt aſſaredty it is a name 
which he never aſſumes to himſelf. * abs 
(4) A Sequel to the A pology on reſigning the vicarage 

of Catgerick, p. 198— 207. n. 
F B 3 But 


6 The Word, Logos, John i. 1, 


But here, in ſo conſpicuous a place, in the 
yery front, of the favourite diſciple's account 
of his divine Maſter, when the young and 
the- unlearned are taught by authority they 
reſpect, that the term /ogos, the Word, ſands 
for Jeſus Chriſt, there is an end with them 
ff all farther inquiry about the matter. The 
olemnity with which, in their 1 18 1 
ſions, he is pronounced to be God, ſo power- 
fully impoſes on their underſtandings, and 
gains ſuch an aſcendant over them, as too 
often prevents their ſeeing that glaring evi- 
dence to the contrary, which is to be met 
with throughout the goſpel hiſtory. 3 
I have known ſome perſons indeed, upon 
whom the plain narrative of the birth of 
| Chriſt, of his helpleſs infancy, his growing 
_ Improvements like thoſe of other men, his 
being hungry, thirſty, faint, ſuffering, dying, 
continually calling himſelf a man, and the 
like; made ſuch early ſtrong impreſſions, that 
altho they were inſtructed to conſider him 
as God, they could never bring themſelves 
to look upon him as any other than a human 
b extraordinarily bag of God; and 
haye been pleaſed in their maturer years, to 
find theſe juſt and well-founded preconcep- 
tions confirmed, upon a further 2 
themſelves; But ſuch inſtances of uſing their 
own judgments in the things of religion, are 
not very common at any age. The moſt part 

take every thing for granted and right, for or 
againſt, as the accident of their education 
has thrown it in their way. N. B. 


not Feſus Crit, but God himſelf. 7 


N. B. It ſhould be attended to, that this 
preface of St. John's goſpe] does not contain 
the words of Chriſt, but only the ſentiments 
of one of his apoſtles, with which he judged it 

proper to begin his hiſtory of his great Maſter, 

he following arguments, many of them 
ſeparately taken, are of great weight, all to- 
gether they ſeem to aford full and ſatisfactory 
evidence, that the Word, in the beginning of 
this goſpel, the logos, as it is in the Greek, 
does not denote N or any other perſon, 


LEE 3 hs 


uncommon _— the Hebrews, nor un» 
uſual with us, is the ſame as God himſelf. 


Proofs that Jeſus Chrift is not the Mord, 
which St, John calls God, by which all things 
were 

iſt "ab Jeſus never tiles himſelf God, 
in any of his ſayings and diſcourſes that are re- 

corded by the four hiſtorians of his life 5 nor 
does he ever drop the leaſt jntimation that 
he was the perſon by wham all things were 
created. 

Now it is moſt ſtrange, 4 utterly unac- 
countable, that he ſhould never directly in- 
culcate, nor at any time allude to ſuch im- 
portant points as theſe, had they: been true. 
It is a ſtrong preſumption that th are not 
true, and that they miſtake the ſacred writer ip 

this place, who py this language to Chriſt. 
B 4 2d Proof. 


_ a 2 . . __ 
1 


| 

: 

: 
'F 
b 
4 
1 

1 
| 

! 
| 

4 
ö 
» 
0 
b ö 
1 4 
i8 


L 
j) 
0 
” 
Wh, 
K 
1 
1 i 
LY 
3 
\ 
2 
* 
6 1 
4 
4 o 
a 
1 
* 
7 
"7 
J. 
* 
* 
1 
* 
1 
1 
1* 
TY 
- 
* 
* 
! o 
* 7 
* 
3 


# 
m_ _____Dp_RrtRA ce ET 


8 E Wd, Liked, John i. 12 | 


| 2d Proof. The ſcriptures of the Old Teſ- 
tament throughout ſpeak of but one perſon, 
one Jehovah, as God by himſelf alone, and 
creator of all things. It is not therefore 
credible that our apoſtle, a pious hebrew, 
ſhould introduce all at once, another creator, 
a hew God, without any notice whence he 
drew this ſtrange doctrine, or by what au- 
thority he delivered it; eſpecially when we 
conſider, that by the law of Moſes, whoſe 
divine authority he acknowleged, it was the 
crime of idolatry and blaſphemy to have or 
to worſhip any other God but Jehovah. His 
lord and maſter Jeſus made mention of no 
other God but | Jehovah, and never took upon 
him (Joh. xii. 49.) 0 {peak am _ of 
himſelf, but s Þ ag Father, whoſe meſſenger 
he was, gave bim commandment what' be ſbould 
Jay, and what be ſhould ſpeak, Much leſt 
| would the diſciple have preſumed to ſpeak 
any thing of his own" accord, but only what 
he had Aber for, which moſt aſſuredly 
he would have produced, and ought to have 
produced for ſo ſingular and dangerous an in- 
novation, and contradiction to the law of 
God ſpoken by Moſes, had that been his 1 ins 
tent in the words f in queſtion. | 
| Phobf,” The writers of the See. ü 
biff ry, and the holy Jeſus, whoſe ſayings 
5 record, N At of but one Di. 


Sox 


— 


not Yeſus Cbriſt, but God himſelf, 9 
viour alſo, even after his reſurrection, calls 
his Father and his God in common with the 
reſt of mankind. Joh. xx. 17. 

St. Luke likewiſe, the writer of the dick of 

the acts, which is a continuation of his hiſtory 
of Chriſt, and an account of the firſt planting 
of his religion in the world, has given us a ſo- 
lemn act of devotion, in which all the apoſtles 
joined; where they ſtile Feſus, the child, or 
rather the *rvant, of the Lord, the God who 
bad mage heaven and earth, and the ſea and all 
that in them is. Acts iv. 24, 27, 30. The 
apoſtles therefore knew no other God or Crea- 
tor, but him, whoſe ſervant Jeſus was. 
* 
called to be an Apoſtle of Chriſt, The ſame 
writer, St. Luke, records his famous ſpeech 
in the Areopagus at Athens, wherein he tells 
them that God tbat made the world, and all 
things therein—hath appointed 4 day in the 
which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
by the MAN — be bath ordained; whereof 
he bath given aſſurance unto all men in ar he 
hath raiſed him from the dead. IO 

We are perſuaded that this apoſtle was a 

rſon of the ſtricteſt veracity, who would 
not diſguiſe the truth at any time, or deceive 
his audience.. We may conclude . without 
all doubt, that he believed Jeſus to be a 
man, when he ſo deſcribed him to the Athe- 
nians; a man who had been dead, and was 
raiſed to life again; and who had been ap- 
. Pointed to a moſt important office — 
who 


2s after this period that St. Paul was 5 


10 The Word, Logte, John i. 1, a 
«who made the world and all things therein. So 


that St. Paul is in intire agreement with the 
other apoſtles in not holding any other God 


or Creator but him who raiſed Jeſus from 
the dead. 
N. B. Thoſe paſlages i in St. Paul's epiſtles, 


Eph. iii. 9. Coloſſ. i. 15, 19. which, ſpeak- 


ing of, Chriſt, ſay that by bim all ehings were 
created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, vifible and invifible, &c. have been for- 
merly examined, (Seguel, &c. p. 474 10 be 
end) when it was proved, that the apoſtle 
did not therein treat of the firſt creation of 
all things, but of the new moral creation 
and reformation of mankind, by the N 
ing of Chriſt. 


At the ſame time, p. 172, 173. ſome no- 
tice was taken of that ſcholaſtic ynintelligi- - 


ble device of two natures.in Chriſt ; the one 
human, the. other divine, making one per- 
fon; according to which he is ſuppoſed ſome- 
times to {peak of himſelf as man, ſometimes 


as God. This was a curious invention to 
evade the plaineſt declarations. For if Chriſt 
called himſelf a man, or his apoſtles at any 

time ſo called him; immediately, it, was re- 
lied; this was ſpoken of his human na- 
ture only; and ſo on for ever. But that holy 
Saviour and his apoſtles were utter ſtrangers 
to all ſuch equivocal language, and always 
ſpoke the thing they meant. If Jeſus called 

fa nan, as he does expreſsly in one 


Hanks, Job. viii. 40. and intimates it directly 


IF 


not Yeu Chrift, but God Limſ"if. 11 


in numberleſs others, he would have himſelf 
to be looked upon as a man. If Paul at any 
time called him a man, as he does ſeveral 
times, it was becauſe he was perfunerd chat 
he was a human creature. | 


4th Proof. It is the opinion of many "TIEN 
ed and judicious perſons, ſupported by very 
probable arguments, that Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, the three former hiſtorians of the 
life of Chriſt, wrote without each other's 
privity; and that each of them gave ſuch an 
account of Jeſus as he judged ſufficient to 
ſupply all neceſſary information concerning 
him. But theſe three firſt evangeliſts never 
threw out the moſt diſtant hint of his being 
God, or the maker of the world: but, on the 
- contrary, deſcribe him from his birth and 
infancy, through the different ſtages of life. 
to his death, merely as one of the human 
race: fave only, that St. Mark takes up the 
hiſtory at his entrance on his public miniſtry 
as the promiſed great prophet and Saviour of 
the world. ; 
Now it is not to be believed or - imagined, 

that theſe men, who were the choſen wit- 
neſſes of Chriſt to all ages, if they had known 
him to be God and creator-of the world, that 
they ſhould never have told it in their writ- 
ings, but leave ſuch a lame imperfect ac- 
count of him behind them. It may therefore 
be preſumed, that the evangeliſt St. John is 
miſunderſtood in this place, when repreſented 
"a and 
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12 e Word, Logos, John i. 1. 
and interpreted. as "differing from” the” other 
Wr 2m in wen ee ns bo 
«th Proof, It is a Sener allowed wats | 
tion, that St. John compoſed his narrative 
of Chriſt to ſupply the deficiencies of the 
three other evangeliſts, whoſe hiſtories he 
had peruſed. And ſome of the early chriſ- 


tians, who' have had many followers, af-' 


firmed that his principal deſign in writing, 
was to treat of Chriit's Deity, which he found- 


omitted, or not nn declared by” the 


other evangeliſts. | 
But this is ſaid without proof. Conſider- 
ing that the plan of our apoſtle's work led 
him to leave out of his narrative the pedigree, 
birth, infancy, growing improvements, &c. 
of Chriſt; he may be ſaid as much as the other 
evangeliſts, to exhibit him as a dependent 
creature of God, truly and properly a man. 
Joh. i. 30. vi 57. vii. 16, 17. viii. 40. xx. 17. 
Nieverchelels it muſt be allowed that St. 
John ſpeaks in a very ſingular manner of 
Chriſt's divine dignity, that is; of the wiſdom 
and mighty powers which he received from 
God; Which he mentions more particularly 
and Frequently than the other evangeliſts. 
However this ſuppoſßition of St. John's deſign 
in writing, is expreſsly confuted by hitnſelf. 
For he declares that he wrote not to prove 


Jeſus to be the ſupreme God; or an inferior 


- Godj the under creator of the world ; but 
to ſhew ow he was the Chriſt, the fon of 
bas "7" 1: 0208 7 


not: Jeſus Chriſt, but Gad himſelf. 13 
God. And the Chriſt, according to the ferip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, and the. general 
expectation of the jews from them, was to be 
a propbet, out of the mii of tbem, of "their 
brethren, (Deut xviii.) liłe urto Maſes; that 
is a human creature, not God. Many other 

ſigns truly did Jeſus in the preſence of bis diſ- 
cipies, which are not written in tbis boat. But 

> theſe are written that ye might believe that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt,” the ſon of God, and that believing 
ye migbi bave It tfe Fanny bis name. . ö 
Xx. 30, 31. a N 


6th Proof. M John, ned is in vl 
to give this name or title, the Word, logos, 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and thereby to teach that he 
was God and the Maker of all things, is 
never found once afterwards throughout his C 
whole hiſtory of Chriſt, to aſcribe. this name 
to him, or in any ſhape to refer to this name 
and character, as belonging to him. 0 
It is quite unaccountable, that he ſhould 
_ think: it of: ſuch importance, as to ſet out 
with it in ſo folemn .a manner, and after ſo” 


pompous a beginning _— it ee and? 
— never to recur to it. 


This remark and Pbje don bas · been made 
by others. But I have never ſeen any attempt 
to anſwer it. Nor do- I ſee any ſatisfactory 
ſolution that can be given of it, but by con- 
feſſing, that. our evangeliſt did not intend by #0 
the term lagat, the Mord, to — Chriſt, "ths 10 
00 eee e n wit = 
4 5 Proof. | 


* 


14 The ard, Lagot, John vs 
25th Proof. But although the apoſtle John, 
in the following parts of his > rh na 
gives tis td th Word, logas, to Chriſt, as 
really did not defign thereby to, charac- 
terize him but Jehovah, the (God of their fa- 


 thers, and(ole. Maker of all things to whom 


alone it could belong: yet has he often had 
2 —— to this preface of his goſpel, and 

to the term ſagos, the Nord. made ate of by 
him in it, in that true ſenſe in which we are 
explaining it, as ſignifying the Word, Wiſs 
dom or Power of God, the creator of all 


_ - things, which was communicated to Jeſus, 


and by which he was enabled to do his mira- 
. culous works, and fpeak- with: a divine wiſa 
dom, and knawlege: of the hearts of men 
and of things to come; fo. that it might be 


truly ſaid, Joh. xiv. 9, 10, 11. that: be who 


lud ſern bim, had ſeen the Father ; that be was 


g in the: Father, and the Fatber in bim; and that- 


the Father that: dielled in hint did the (mira- 
culows) w. Ses alſo Joh. i. 14. iti. 34. 
v. 9z-20;3626, vii. 26, 17, vii. 16, 38, 40. 
X, 255 J0. 37. 38. 11. 41. xi. 44» 455 49. S 

3. A0. xv. I. Xii. 8, 9 70, 17 1251. 


22, 23. | £3 +34 lle 
The faregoing arguments are equally op- 
goſod-toaliwhe from this prefice of $1 John's 


goſpel, would prove Chriſt to be God, and 
ereatot of all things; whether they be thoſe. 
veho. thereby underſtand. the ſupreme Being 
himſelf, or a God inferior to him, and his 


This 


C >” 


* 


W e the: creation of the world. 


nut Jeſus Cbriſt, but Gad himſelf, 15 
This latter opinion, which is entertained 
by thoſe chriſtians called Arians, is thus de- 
idk from the: firſt. verſe of this firſt chapter 
of St. John's goſpel. For there, the article 
which is put before the word, God, in the fe- 
cond clauſe, 1 , ro Qcov, with God, being left 
out in the laſt clauſe before the word, God, 
Sieg it is thence concluded that the firſt is 
the ſu God, the article being — 
tvay of diſtinction to mark it; and t — 
not the ſupreme, but another God made and 
deputed by him. 

The articles in our own language do not 
correſpond with thoſe in the greakx 
but the engliſh reader may thus caſily com- 
prtehend what is here intended. With us, 

God, abſolutely taken, 2 article be- 
fore it, fignifies the one ſupreme God; and 
a God, wich the article 00 ore it, ſigniſies 
one that is not properly God, but le oo 

perly, in a figurative and inferior ſenſe. 

205 4d to-theſe perſons then, if St. Jellies 
wine his. is gol a in anglihaghe wn would have 
16. 
| 722 Fon — war the Ward, and rhe Wird 

1506 with God, and th! Word was a God 

In reply to this, 1 would obſerve, that with- 
out all doubt the articles in the greek are of- 
tentimes emphatical, have not only a beauty 
but great fignificancy in them. But at the: 
fame time no one oan be ignorant, that they 
are often uſed merely for ornament, euphoniæ 
gratia, and left out for the ſame reaſon; 9 
7 y 


16 The Weird, Logos, John i. 1, 
they are alſo ſometimes omitted, becauſe they 
have been inſerted before, and no particular 
ſtreſs laid upon them one way or the other. 
We ſhall therefore be liable to be led into 
great miſtakes if we ſeek myſteries in them, 
and build e, doctrines 2 — un- 
certainties. 

But it ſeems a n „n which 19 
here ſought to be eſtabliſhed, which would 
require us always to underſtand the true Gd 
whenever the article is put before O, and a 

falſe or ſubordinate God, when it is found 
wichout the article. For our evangeliſt him- 
ſelf, no leſs than four times, in this chapter, | 

verſe 6, 12. 13. 18. and thrice in this very , 
| | preface. to it, uſes: the word See without the _ 1 
— evidently he intends the ſu- 
preme God, but where, — to this in- 
1 terpretation, we ſhall read, 3 a man 
| ; ſent of à God, fans of a God, &. &: 2963 B10 © 

| It is not ſufficient; here to ſay, that it was 

. cuſtomary with thoſe heathen. nations, whoſe 

| vernacular la was the greek, and h 
held a plurality of Gods, to — the word cs 
| colleftively for the ſpecies, meaning by it all 
| : 
| 


the ſeyeral powers, which they ſuppoſed to 

| exerciſe any authority or dominion, over the 

| . world, and the affairs of mankind ; and that 

1 the ſacred writers adopted this language in 

gregneral without the leaſt danger of being miſ- 

. underſtood. For it is more probable that 
the heathens in uſing the word esse in the 


ane number, without the uricle. 2 
KG, | refer 


hit Jet bsh, but” Gol Bi 1 


refer to 1 fupreme deity prefiding, oyer Fa 
Wt hich was the general perſüaf 109 in the Fi 
id 3 poly helles 3, Or it oy t be a 1 
lang uage retained from earl Atsdition, | | 
From t Nel ent after the fog: | 
But f ar 11850 „ir is ſo far fre 1 ti ruth, Tays 
the land Biſhop! Pearſon, (a) that Ne Acri 
tures, obſerve ſo much the Locker 50 to 6 15 T5. "2 
© Greg, always for the try E, 175 Treme G „and 
Sfr ee or " inferto ar 8 age the 
true is Þ ofeſlediy o oe to 105 12 falſe, : 10 den 
there lets ited 127 cos A "I * 
W. 01352 S100 n The 3 6050 So * F 
4. e * 7 W I 0 
And where the fapttmte? OMA 
— 4 from him WBS They make AE ihfe- 
3 is eale@ oct ile == 
b A aktiel 198” MA 417005 23 AJ 0 hr ts 
* 1 i Rohr, 10 $20 8400 nl 1. 
I.breuf HED LT, Cb off 0 Ws 
this With eff Wes 206498 S ür a- 
Suren td dene "Phatiſes Wort Er. 
dee nee da-A asm eb, | 
ad vba) MHD r. ab Matt xiin 28. nFor 
it ages ddt follow chat. f. hy hof un 
© » inferjoor bn ſalfe Gotti he aft cut, deviley that 
: thercforeitherkiigdom.otthetruboritaprenie 
Goch ib donde up HA 10 1 % ff 26 
The ws; thigcegwitt ry men, for whoſe 
uſe, firſt ail alli . 
douſd >riat>pblibly,noferftind him / hero, to 
ſpeakrofaν¶ hot thei onetrus Gd Jehdvah. 


ITE * (2) Biſhop Funn on the Creed, Page 121, 
; C 


W 4:44 


of 


18 Fhe Ward, Logos, John f 8 


Of any inferiout ſubordinate God and creator, 
they could never entertain the Ieaſt idea, their 
prophet and ſacted writers having been wholly 
lent. about any ſuch being. This was the 
commep it and refinement of thoſe. <arly. chriſ- 
He e Joſtin Martyr, and others, who 
red the fimplicity of the goſpel, by im- 
porting 8 into it Fe philoſophy 11 a ſecond 
end. creator, and thereby hid à 78 
dation for that idofatry amongſt cHriſtians, 
whict bois followed ; 4 which has conti 
nued for many y ages, and til alas? continues, 
And thofe learned and excellent perſons, 
Origen ant Euſebius afterwards, unwitti ngly 
contributed to carry o the deluſion, which 
Rad ſuch am unhapp y iſſue. x ke 
Theſe jews wo. — accuſtomed, in their 
facred writings,” to hear the Woid, i e, the 
M 97 Wiidom of God, ſpoken of as God 
f, wotlk inſtuntly fee, that qur evan» 
iſt by this cireumlocution intenged:to cha- 
f 3 n 
| and would underſtand that he 
j it in m many words, by aſſerting — the 
| | Word was God, d. Sit 0 oyere | This latter 
i clauſe ſome learned men contend,-ought'to 
| be rendered Gad vas: the' Word) tie: God 
. was that Word or Wiſdom, of which ke had 
been ſpraki $6'that our liſt is moſt 
explicit anck fu im defining what 


intended 
by this Word or Wiſdom, of which he f 


_ fuckr great * that it was Cod 


nt Jeſas Chriſt, but God himſelf” 19 
An objettion. 8 
From the apoſtle's ſaying that the ord was 
with God, neo; Tov tov, as One perſon, we ſay, 
is with another; and immediately repeating it 
again—** the ſame vas in the beginning with . 
God;” it has been alleged, that this Kind of 
expreſſion can only be uſed of one who. is 
companion to another, and therefore that the 
Word here ſtands for a Divine Perſon, _ 
But this difficulty is ſoon removed by con- 
fidering the like expreſſions in the ſcriptures, 
wherenothing properly perſonal can be meant. 
Thus our apoſtle himſelf in the beginning 
of his firſt epiſtle, introduces eternal life as 
living with God; we bew unte you that 
eternal life, nris n» moo; Te ware, which was with 
the Father. Joh. i. 2. Yet ho one will hence 
coticlude that eternal life was a perſon and 


-. * 1 * 


the companion of Gd. 


And Prov. viii. 30. M iſdom ſays of herſelf, 
Then was 1 rag a ura, by him, (1. e. the Lord, 
Jehovah,) as one brought up with bim I was 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” 
But we do not for this maintain that Wiſdom 
was, oh ec a perſon and companion of Je- 
hovah” from the beginning. An therefore 
in the preſent inſtance, where the apoſtle deſ- 
cribes the almighty Father in the like high 
figurative language, he might ſay, that the 
Word was ever with him; that mighty power 
and wiſdom by which all things Were con- 


trived and produced. 2 
Cz A 


20 *© The Word, Togo, john 1. 17 | 


A tcand obje&tion bu e 3 
As eneral view of this preface of 8 0 John's 
another 


4 & © S-% 


made te Yor did allo oo the > Shan 0 
men's recovery out of that fin and miſery. into 
which they Had brought themſelves. And 
this latter, he ex preſſes thus —.In bim, (or it) 
b lies, "an 175 J life © Was 5 2be light of men, an 
the I 2875 ſhine 40 1 in 47 eſs, and the ga 
gut ede ? not. All this is language highly 

iratlye,” and denotes that the "revelation 
of Feet life, which the wiſdom, of .G 
made to mankind by the f[pel, was ſuf cien 

to have conducted them to it: but chat this 
fg had not been received by them, 5 well 
as might: have been ure | 
4 11 che next four yerfes, 6 6, 7 2-2 95 ihe 15 
985 r makes a: ort digreſſion to ſpeak 
&f the e fiſt s divi 1517 1 85 and 8 

to Chrit. 5 John was a perſon Feen 
15 le t 0, 85 Tees readers, 

+ 6,7 7 Kc. * | Yah, a an Gent from 

whoſe name was % bn. The ſame c came for 
4 72 5 h #7 bear ww17neſs of the light, that all men 
throu n might be 1 5 He was not that lights 
but 15 ent lo vear witneſs, of that Tight. That 
was the true light which Iighteth every man that 
cometh into the world, i, e. John's office and 


province 


not elan Glril, but God himſelf. 21 


rovince was tg bear teſtimony to Chriſt, that 
Be was the Meſſiah an 7 9 not of the 
Jews only, but of all the Wor Id. . Light wag 
a familiar emblem by which C 9 8 the 
Meſſiah, was deſcribed by the prophe $,; and 
by which he was. -well known to hes EWS-: 
ſo that they would readily ynderſtand Wo to 
be intended by this language of the apoitle. 
But they would not thereby , in any. degree 
imagine that he was the Jogos, or Word he- 
fore- mentioned. For St, 4 does not ſay 
that the Word was the light; but that in it 
4 liſę, and the life as the light ef 1 nen f. i. 6. 
the knowledge of eternal life, was impa arteg 
to mankind by the Word or, Wiſdom of, God; 

of which Chriſt, who was foretold to be the 
light of the world, was the highly favoured 
and honoured inſtrument. | 
After this, the apoſtle returns 10 "the ſub- 
ject with which he had ſet gut at. firlt, to 
Finiſh what he had to ſay of the Word or 
Wiſdo m, which has been proved to 1 none 

K. 


other 120 God himſelf, ver. 10. or it 
was in the world, and the world was. made by 
bim, &c. &c. For this I. would 155 leaye tq 
fee to a former work be ANY 


03h 


* 


The legos then, the Ward; in this er 
2 John's goſpel, is not Chriſt, but the 
ord, Wiſdom, F 'ower of God, poi 


4 _ to the Apology, Kc. Page I 24. 4 
E yh .- cated 


22 The Mord, Logos, John i. 1, 
cated to him and manifeſted by him. This 
was fortnerly treated of more at large. But 
I carinot better expreſs the general intent 
of this 'preface, than in the words of Dr. 
Lardner. He firſt proves, by a long in- 
duction of circumſtances, that one main de- 
' fign of St. John in writing his goſpel, was 
to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs and aggravated 
guilt of the jews, who did not believe in Je- 
ſus, but rejected him. He then proceeds to 
ſpeak to the point before us: (a What 
« St. John fays in the introduction, appears 
de to me agreeable to this main defign of his 
« goſpel. He therein ſhews that Jeſus came, 
«: and acted by the authority of God, the 
«« creator of the world, the God and ſupreme 
* lawglver of the jewiſh people. The eter- 
* nal word, reaſon, wiſdom, power of God, 
<« which is God himſelf, by which the world 
© had been made, by Which he dwelled 
« among the jews in the tabernacle and the 
« temple, dwelled and reſided in Jeſus in the 
*“ fulleſt manner: ſo that we his diſciples; 
* and others who believed in him, faw and 
« clearly diſcovered him to be the promiſed 
„ Mefliah, the great prophet that ſhould 
come into the world:” i. e. In the be- 
ginning was the Ward; &c. &c. &c. And 
the word was fleſh, (or became man) and 
dwelt amang us, full of grace and truth, and 
we ſaw bis glory, the glory as of the well-be= 
laved of the Father. [4 

(a) Lardner—Supplement to Credibility. v. 1. p. 437. 

; This 


rot Yaſs Gbr b, but but Ged bimfolf. 23 
This phraſe, he Word, or (Wiſdom) was 
nan and dwell among us, ſounds harſh to 
our ears, but would not ſo appear to thoſe to 
whom theapoſtles ſpoke, who were accuſtom- 
cd to the ex Srefons of God being with, viſit- 
ing, dwelling with them. —Joho it, 2. Xiy. 
23. Luke vii. 16. / 

As it might have been ſaid of Splamon, on 
account of his ſingular endowments of Wiſ⸗ 
dom from God, that in him Wiſdam- was 

eb or man, i. e. an extraordinary divine 
iſdom, to a certain degree, was manifeſt- 
ed in him: ſo in an infinitely higher ſenſe, 
on account of the vaſt powers which the holy 

| Jeſas received from God, was it faid that in 
him rh Word (or Wiſdom) wat man ; i. e. 
the divine Word, Wifdoth, Power, was mani- 
| fefted in him in a moſt extraordinary manner. 

The geuerality pf christian weiters,” (4) 
however differing in _ a Pie of t 


efate of St. John' $ go . 
ug him to have had in 15 that 
e in Proyerbs, viii. concerning om: 
— The Lord poſſe Ne me in the beginning of 
40 gurl hujus wail  interpretationem; 
KL ant Sb m 2.06 ſentegtiz | Non 85 
N m + rei arbitrjum ; tantum, quod 
entio, m va oma exiſtimatione et "ammi- 
eitia, Prdfero. Vertendumt eſſe hoc nomen Ralfs vel 
Bapicatiq Deiz-Conftat cuique prologum evangeliilegenti, 


alludere Joannem in toto illo prologo-—ad 2 octavum 


Proverbiorum e roinde talem eligere opor- 
teat interpretationem, q dns "Ge voci Senne. 
Virriug⸗— quoted by 3 abore.— Page 49. 
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a4 © The mord, Logos, John i. 1, 
his way -I was ſet up from euerlaſting— ben 


be prepared the heavens, I was there—when he 


appointed the foundations of the earth, then was 
4 by bim, as one brought up with bim, &. 

As this of Soloman is a lofty and anirpated 
repreſentation of Jehovah's creating and go- 
verning all things by his ſovereign all- rul- 
ing wiſdom; this introduction of our apoſtle's 
is a / beautiful deſcription of the. ſame. all- 
directing wiſdom in the natural and moral 
world, employing itſelf for the reſtoration of 
the loſt human race to virtue and to a never- 
ending life. And though the word cpa, wiſ- 
dom was in the lxx verſion ready for our 
author tq havę copied, there might be weighty 


| reaſons why he ſhould. fer the germ Aso, 
(a) which amounts to the ſage. 


If any think the term Ward ſhould. be re- 


tained i in our tranſlation of this preface of St. 


John's goſpel, and not ;W/iſdem: ſubſtituted for 
it, as Was formerly propoſed, it will make no 
difference, if care e taken, that thereby 

be not uuderſtaod a pe diſtinct from God, 
but-an.attribute of God, his almighty energy. 


by which, as by a word ſpoken, all things 


were at firſt made, and by which the bleſſed 


| bir am divinely directed and impowered. 


wt 'T am. inclined" to prefer its being ren. 
WI iſdom, as more 3 in engliſh 


of the 22 idea, and ae alfo bare wich 


(a) See Di; aa cen, re, val. i, . Pag 
e dls 4 Rp 


us 


not Jeſus Chriſt, but God himſelf. 25 

us the term Vord is ſo familiariſed as a 
name of Chriſt, that many will go on till to 
connect them together, that Chriſt is the 
Word, and God; however you demonſtrate 
to the contrary, that Chriſt is not intended 
by it. But this difficulty is at once removed 
by adopting, Wiſdom in our verſion. 
And it was ſurely a very ſuitable intrgduc- 
tion at a time when all the world but his 
countrymen were idolaters; when the moſt 
enlightened philoſophers ſhut out the ſu- 
preme being from all connection with his 
creatures, and gave the creation and govern- 
ment of all things to inferiour beings; it was 
a very ſuitable introduction of our apoſtle's 
work for him to aſſert, that there was a ſu- 
perintending wiſdom and intelligence, ohe 
eternal, almighty, foverejgn, mind, by. which 
all things were made and governed, who took 
care of his children of mankind, and had 
plan d a benevolent ſcheme of things to bring 
them to himlelf and their, true happineſs. .. 


erg, 4 * 


4 
7 yy 
* 


373 Ez 


VPP 


N B e o 1 
Jeſus Chrift bud no exiſtence before be was born 
e bus mother Mary. 
II belongs to our ſubject to take ſore no- 
tice of thoſe parts of St John's goſpel, 
which have beet: ſuppoſed to intimate that Je- 
ſus had a being before he was born of his mo- 
ther Mary, as they have been held to fall in 
with the common notion of his being the 
(a) In this ſection are conſidered the es in our 
evangeliſt, which are held to be moſt concluſive in fa- 
vour of Chriſt's preexiſtence, which is the reaſon of the 
title preſixed to it. Hut the full proof of this point, that 
ou? Seviitir had no bring before he was born of his mother 
Mary, is given, if I may be permitted ſo te ſpeak, in 
a former * work, under the following heads, ſhewing that 
Jeſus was truly and properly a man; and nothing more: 
I. From the 2 that went before concerning 


Ning) which uniformly: ſpeak-of him as a man. = 


2 From the aniverſal expectation of his countrymen 
at the time of his appearance, grounded on their ancient 
prophecies, that ks br ts de a great prophet, one of their 
own-kindred, like themſelves. 8 es Ie 

3- From the narrative of bis birth, childhood, and 
progreſſive improvements, reſembling thoſe of other men. 

4. From his continually ſpeaking of himſelf as a man. 

5. From John the Raptiſt's teſtimony and direct decla- 
ration concerning him, that he was a man. 

6. From the report and teſtimony of his apoſtles, and 
particularly of the four hiſtorians of his life and of the firſt 
preaching of his religion in the world ; who never appear 
to have taken him for any other, nor ever taught jews or 
heathens to laok upon him as any other, than — 
creature, highly favoured of God, and endowed with 
divine powers from him. | 

* A Sequel to the apology on reſigning the vicarage of 
Catterick, chap, viii, p. > 8 {od 


before he was born of bis mother Mary. 27 
word, Igor, God and creator of all things, ſpo- 
ken of in this his preface, and that they ſupport 
and confittm it. And although all thoſe pafſages 
of our evangeliſt which are alleged for the 
preexiſterice of Chriſt, have been formerly 
examined at full length, and been ſhewn not 
to ſignify any thing of the kind, but only to 
beexpteffive in the well-known hebrew idiom 
of his divine Mefliah-charaQter ; it may ne- 
vertheleſs be expedient, as briefly as may be, 
to give the reader an idea of that method of 
interpretation, referring him however always 
for fuller ſatisfaction to that larger work. 

But 1 would previoufly beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that one of thoſe proofs which have 
been above brought to ſhew that our evan- 
geliſt could not intend in the pteface of his 
goſpel to ſtile Chriſt, God aid creator of all 
things, is alſo applicable here. For the three 
former evangeliſts, . Matthew, Mark, and. 
Luke, being generally allowed to have writ- 
ten their hiſtories of Chriſt with a view to 
acquaint their chriſtian brethren. with every 
thing they thought of conſequenceto be known 
concerning their divine Maſter ; can any on& 
imagine that they would have made no men- 
tion of his having lived before he was. born 
of Mary in the higheſt dignity with God for 
indefinite ages, if they had believed it? To 
haye been flent upon a circumſtance of ſuch 
ſingular import, would have argued, either 
blameable ignorance or unfaithfulneſs and 
negligence, of any of which their apparent 
moral characters farbid us to accuſe them. 

But 
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28 Juaſus Chriſt ad m exiſtence 


But on peruſing the hiſtories: of theſe thre 


former evangeliſts, no one would conclude 


that Jeſus was any other than a man, in this 


reſpect only differing from the reſt of man- 
kind, in being a prophet of God of the high- 
eſt order, and inveſted by him with moſt ex- 
traordinary divine ers. St. Luke's hiſ- 
tory in this "ew ound a eh en at- 
tention. 


Luke i iti. 2 iid: The W proves 
Jeſus to be ih ſon: of God by deducing his 
pedigree from Adam, k 
L i. 26—56, ii. He gives a particular ac- 
count of the place and manner of Chriſt's birth, 
his infancy, his, moſt romiſing early parts 
ip reſpe& of piety pa virtue—his gradual 

mprovements in both, and in all other things, 
Aale to the reſt of wy” 5 
, — iy. 24. xiii, ' Jeſus acknowleges 
himſelf to be. a proph 7 of God. 

L Vij. 16. Xi. 19, Jeſus is called 4 
prophet. 

- — Son of man, Jeſus $ ordinary ile in 
ſpeaking of himſelf, | ” 
ü. 36. xi. 37. XXll, 3046. 11 4 
ol Mes and Sc e 155 b and 

lies, like other men 1 9 


The fame evangeliſt, St. Lale, another 
work, treating of the things that happened 
after Chrilt's reſurrection == ng: ed ö 


420 42 * p 121 
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before he was born of his mother Mary. 29 
Acts i. 14. I ſpeaks of certain petſons as ſtill 
related to Jeſus, ſtiling them his mother and 
brethren, after he was taken up to- heaven, 
iii. 13, 36. iv. 27. 30. Peter and the 
other apoſtles, call Jeſus 2be,ſervant of God. 
— x. 38. Peter "inſtructing Cornelius in 
the chice faith, deſcribes Jeſus as the man 
of Nazareth, who had extraordinary pore 
and a divine commiſſion. from God. „ iT 
iii. 23. Paul repreſents Jeſus 2s 4 man 
Aan amily. „„ een 
e XVIL.-24, 30. ci pou expreſsly a 
man, appointed to an important en ander 
God that mad, the world. ...., | wk 
E xxü. 8, Chriſt, in bis, bi ee 
tion calls himſelf Feſus, of — ih e. th the 
man of Nazareth:.. -.... TY; 
From all theſe particulars, which are un- 
contradicted, by an > thing] elſe faid. by him, it 
is demonſtrable, hat St. Luke looked upon 
| Jeſus to be one of the human race, the great 
gie of God, and nothing more, both in 
is lifetime on earth, and after his reſtoration 
to life and aſcenſion into the nearer pate 
of God: Eil P 4rd 
As therefore we capngt 2 theſe ren 
former evangeliſts ignorant ot, or careleſs in 
not mentioning Chriſt's, preexiſtence, af it 
had been true; we have reaſon to infer from 
their intire filence that we miſtake the words 
of St. John where we think. he differs from 
them, and aſſerts that he had a being before 
his birth from his mother Mary. „ 


, WIT 


30 Jas Cbriſt had no exiflence 


A brief account of certain form of expreſſion in 
St. Yobn's goſpel, which have been thought to 
audi the ſuppoſition of Cbriſt being the 
Word, logos, mentioned John i. J]. 


| - HE bleſſed Jeſus ſeldom in direct words 
1 declared himfelf to be the Meſſiah. 
This he parpoſtly avoided ; often out of mo- 
deſty, at other times out of prudence ; that he 
mi gar not irritate his enemies, or invite any 
of tits indiſcreet followers to raiſe a tumult 
about him. He therefore uſed certain phraſes 
and cirtumlocutions, which ſufficiently ex- 
pteſſed the ſame thing, without hazarding ny 
Ff the conſequences which might haye enſued, 
if he had ſpoken more directly; Such, as for 
iaſtange his conting down from bequen, coming 
Jorth From the Father, coming into the world, 
coming out from God, proceeding forth from God, 
coming forth from Got. 
Pain Haſty inattctitive' reader; this lan- 


1 e 


« 4 


— ſeem quite concluſive that he muſt 
ave hved in a Frir ſtate with God before 


his birth here below. But a little examina- 
tion will ſnew that it means no ſuch thing; 
that it only relates to his power and authority - 
which he had received from God as the Meſ- 
fiah'; and that, though in an inferiour degree, 
it is nothing more than might be uſed con- 
cerning John the Baptiſt, or any of the an- 
cient prophets, or his faithful apoſtles, _ 
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Ps, 1 Was wy of his mother AA 22 
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what truth i in bis replies * we are 101d U latt. 


xxi. 23. &c. that When the chief priefts apdthe 
elders of ze, le came uhto him as he was 
teaching in e temple, and ſaid ; by what ay- 
thority "bt 455 tbeſe. thi ng 2? and vg gave 
thee bi, aut bority ? . Feſus anſwered ad aid 
unto them 1. 1 alſo 4vill aft you! one think, wo ich 
if ye tell ; me, I in lite wiſe U 15500 fell you by what 
bots 140 theſe thi ngs. Te Zaptiſm of fobn, 
A a was it ? from heaven, , or of men' 


they reaſanad with them: ven, ſe ſaying, if de fit 
25 un heaven 3 22 aoell ſhy unte 3773 540 
Je. not. then believe bim ? 1 ut doe Pal Jos, "of 


hs 1 2 the People: : for all ; /d Tabs 10 


Ie 2 5 indifferent. & ther hi but, a, 
di 87 ohn. come dowyn fro heav For, 
his a tlg from heaven? Wa. ir" Oy 
their anſ\ wer, that all char the chi 
underſtood; bim to intend'by it, er: 
whether John was a Prophet, . ede 
he had W from God ro baptiſe and t to 
make d {ci les. 
Be it noted then, that * Jeſus 5 account, 
a man comes from heauyen, when 'he acts by A 
commiſſion from God, as- ohn did. AGE: a 
doctrine 7s from heaven, when preached by 2 
prophet, 
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32 Feſu Chrif had no eri Hence 


17 by one divinely authoriſed, as the 
aptiſt was. 

At another time, in his dialogue with a 
different let of cavillers, ſuiting his diſcourſe, 
as his diſcourſes wele always ſuited, to the 
me and the occaſion, by one of his wonted 

beautify 1 alluſions, Jeſus calls his doctrine meat 
1555 te nouriſh, thoſe, that received. i it, 
6555 dfrom heaven, and alſo ſpeaks, « of Himſelf 
as cami down from, beaven. Joh. Vi. 32. 33» 
31 38. 2 * gave peu. ndt that bread from bea- 
bk but my Father giveth you the true. bread 
„ beaven. For the: bread of, God is that 
TP he) which cometh! down from 17 5 a4 
giveth light unte the world. —T 6 
beg not 15 Fo Ming own. wi, 5 ; 7 1 
m that ſent 1 20% 27 OR 
ere he calls His Goctrine 2a om bea- 


— * \ bread that, cometh gow Nun N Jen 
Kate deliyered by him who. had 8 Som 
Bon from God to teich it. And he Cote: 


7 710 cen legpen, becauſe 
Sale 0d,” Was 4 6 prophet 


obn was, 1 — 9207 6 e Ieh ini in 
we 7 cler Ng and eK 

18 take a. every 
Ker of Joo, 770 can remain, "that thi 
coming down from heaven 1 18 "not lter ally to be 
underſtood, ' but merely e ex pretlive Har 8a 
Ane prophetic, haltet he. him elf es con- 
it in thy WW, place before us, when he 
. 1 Fe came down from. heaven not Fo do mine 
own will, but the will if him that e me; 85 
| e 


before be was torn of his mother Mary. 33 


he obviouſly makes uſe of the phraſe his being 
ſent from God as ſynonymous with and expla- 
natory of his coming down from beaven. But 
all will allow that our Saviour's being /ent 
from God, does not imply that he had exiſted 
before he came into this world. For if fo, 
they muſt admit the ſame to be true of John 
the Baptiſt, that he alſo had a being before 
he was born of Zachariah and Elizabeth. 
For he is expreſsly declared by our evangeliſt 
to have been a man ſent from God. Joh. i. 6. 
John the Baptiſt therefore might have ſaid 
of himſelf ; I came down from heaven z as he 
was a prophet, ſent from God. - He-might 
alſo have ſaid, I am the bread that cometh down 
frem heaven; as his doctrine and authorit 
were from God. But he could not have add- 
ed I am the bread, &c. that giveth life unto 
the world. Becauſe John did not teach the 
doctrine of eternal life. That was reſerved 
for his great Maſter and Principal, our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, (2 Tim. 1. 10.)-who abo- 
liſhed death, and brought life and immortality to 
ligbt through the goſpel © oo 
In like manner, in another place, Jeſus 
ſays of himſelf, Joh. viii. 42. I proceeded ferth 
and came from Gd; neither came I of myſe'f, 
but he ſent me. And in his laſt prayer for 


the progreſs and ſucceſs of the truth he had 


taught, made in the hearing of his diſciples ; 
he ſays, Joh. xvii. 8. they have known ſurely 
that I came out from thee, and they have be- 
lit ved that thou d:dft Fl me, In theſe ſeve- 
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34 Jeſus Chriſt had no exiſtence 
ral inſtances, the proceeding forth and coming 
From God, and coming out from him, are, as 
juſt now obſerved, equivalent to the being 
— by him. But John the Baptiſt was, as be- 
te noted, a "ny (Joh. i. 6.) „ent from God. 
Therefore i it might have been ſaid, though 
in a very inferior fenſe, concerning John, 
that be proceeded forth and came Item God, and | 
came out from him. 
In the fame divine prayer, our Saviour, 
with humble confidence, recounting before 
his heavenly Father, that he had fachfally 
diſcharged whe: truſt repoſed in him; ſays 
eoncerning his diſciples; (Joh. xvii. 18.) 
At thou haſt fent me into the world, even fo 
have I alſo ſent them into the world, Here it 
evidently appears, that Chriſt's being ſent 
from the Father into the world, does not in- 
port that he had lived with God in a former 
ſtate, or that he had a being before he was 
born of his mother Mary. For then it might, 
from the ſimilar language uſed concerning his 
apoſtles, be equally aſſerted, that they his 
1 had — in another ſtate, be- 
fore they were born of their reſpective parents. 
But he ſpeaks only of bis divine commiſſion 


and appointment to preach the goſpel, which 


he calls being ent from the Fatber into the 
world; which commiſſion his diſciples ſhared 
in common with him; with this difference 


only, that he had his appointment immedi- 
5 ately from God, they from him, but all un- 


der 


before he was born of bis mother Mary. 35 


der the ſovereign controul and direction of the 
heavenly Father of all. 5 

* xvi. 28. Icame forth from the Father, 
and am come into the world: again, I leave the 
world, and go to the Father, _ 
Theſe very ſolemn words fell from our Sa- 
viour the very evening before he was put to 
death. From having always attached to them 
the ſublime idea of his having lived from all 
eternity with the Father, it will ſeem to ſome 
well nigh impious to give them another turn. 
But we are to regard what the bleſſed Jeſus 
himſelf thought and intended, and not what 
we or others through inconſiderate prejudice 
have affixed to his words. The former clauſe 
of this ſentence, I came forth from the Father, 
and am come into the world, might, as we have 
ſhewn, in an equally proper but inferior 
ſenſe, have been applied to John the Baptiſt 
and Chriſt's apoſtles. But the expreſſions in 
the latter clauſe, again, I leave the world, and 
go to the Father, having a reference to Chriſt's 
ſpeedy reſtoration to life, would not ſuit his 
apoſtles, who, with the reſt of the human race, 
were to remain under the power of death, till 
the general reſurrection of all the faithful ſer- 
vants of God. Such language however might 
have been properly and juſtly adopted by the 
prophet Elijah, who was tranſlated (2 Kings 
ü. 11.) into heaven without ſeeing death, as 
Chriſt was tranſlated, without remaining un- 
der the power of it; and Elijah might have 
ſaid to his diſciple Eliſha, at parting from 
5 | him), 


= 
4, 
« 


S — 
— 


12 


— Ie > 
>-4 Kat i > 


36 Tofus Cbriſt bad us exiſtence 
him, as our Lord to his diſciples; I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the world : 
again I leave the world, and go to the Father. 
Not that the great prophet of the law is to be 
compared to the bleſſed Jeſus, who in moral 
worth, and dignity of office far ſurpaſſed al 
others; and in the degree of the divine com- 
munications made to him, was favoured above 


all that ever appeared in this world of our's. 


John iii. 13. Aud no mon bath aſcended up 
o heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the ſon cf man which is in beaven. 

This is certainly not true, if taken in the 
literal ſenſe of the words. For Enoch and 


Elijah had both been taken up into heaven 


long before. In the beginning of this dia- 
logue, the learned jewiſh ruler had told Jeſus, 
that be was perſuaded that he was 4 teacher 
come from God, i. e. a divine prophet ; by his 


miraculous works. Onr Saviour would prove 


_ Himſelf from here, not only to be a propher, 


but the great prophet that was to come into 
the world, the Meſſiah ; by alleging that he 
was favoured with the knowlege of the divine 


will and councils above all other prophets that 


Had gone before him; which he fignifies in 
high figurative language, the meaning of 
which was well underſtood by Nicodemus, 


and had been long in uſe with their holy men 


and prophets, It would never enter into his 
| thoughts 


before he was born of his mother Mary. 37 


thoughts that it was to be underſtood in any | 
other way. For Jeſus to have ſaid, that he had 
aſcended into heaven, bad come down from heaven, 
and was then whilſt he was preſent and ſpeaking 
to bim, actually in heaven, in the literal mean - 
ing of the words, would have ſeemed only to 
perplex and confound him, But to aſſert 
that he was favoured and entruſted with the 
final revelation of the word and will of God 

to his creatures pf mankind was an intelligible 
doctrine, and much to his purpoſe. 

There is a ſimilar paſſage, Joh. i. 18. where 
the evangeliſt expreſſes the very ſame thing, 
but by different figurative language: No 
man hath ſeen Go. 1 at any time. The belou- 
ed ſen, which is in the boſom of the Faiher, 
be hath declared bim. Which is in the bo- 
ſom of tbe Father, 0 Wy £45 ro X0ATOY T8 argos, 
exactly anſwers to which 1s in heaven, o wv w r 
gar, and corcabarateg the interpretation here 
given. 


John yi. 62. Wheat and if ye al ſee the 
fon of man aſcend up where be was before? 

A little attention will convince us, howe- 
ver it may ſtrike us at firſt to the cautrary, that 
our Saviour did not intend here to teach that 
be hid been in heaven, properly ſpeaking, 
and had lived there before he was born. of his 
mother Mary. Through the whole of his 
foregoing diſcourſe, to which this paſſage be- 
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His words. And, in a 


38 Jeſus Cbriſt bad no exiſtence 

longs, he is ſpeaking deſignedly in a highly 
figurative obſcure ſtile, to get rid of ſome 
worthleſs men, who followed him out of mean 
worldly views. And though he perceived 
their murmuring at his harſh and dark way 
of ſpeech, he did not judge it fitting to ex- 
plain himſelf any farther than by telling them, 


that his words were not to be taken in the 


groſs literal ſenſe. It is - moreover apparent, 


- that this that he here ſpeaks of himſelf, can- 


not be underſtood literally. For the ſon of 
man, Jeſus, the ſon of Mary, had never been 
in heaven, at the time that he thus ſpeaks of 
himſelf ; nor did he go thither till he was 
taken up after his death. We are therefore 
to ſearch for ſome other ene meaning of 
ormer work, (Sequel 
p. 221.) this that follows was pointed out. 
« When you ſhall ſee me go up to heaven, to 
God (alluding to his future aſcenſion) where 
T was before, i. e. from whom I have received 
my inſtructions and authority; you will then 
underſtand this language that I now hold to 
you, and believe me to be the Meſſiah. 
Some perhaps may be more pleaſed with 
the following illuſtration. Jeſus does not here 


refer his diſciples to his aſcenſion, ſtrialy fo 


called, which was in itſelf a point of ſmall 
conſequence ; but to his exaltation with God 
afterwards, what he himſelf calls, Atting at the 
right hand of power, Matth. xxvi. 64. hereafter 
ſhall ye fee the ſon of man fitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the ciouds of 


heaven ; © _ 


before be «was born of his mother Mary. 39 


heaven; where this lofty language denotes the 
puniſhment of the jews for their cruel unre- 
lenting oppoſition to the goſpel. And, in ge- 
neral, it means the evidences of his miſſion 

| diſplayed after his death, by the gift of the 
ſpirit, the converſion of the gentiles, &c, So 
that thus both parts of the ſentence, his «/- 
cending up, and being where he was before, will 
be underſtood like the reſt of his diſcourſe, in 
the figurative ſenſe. As if he had faid; © You 
* will not now believe my miſſion from God. 
** What will you ſay when you behold the 
** future diſplay of God's power in favour of 
„ my goſpel. This will not fail to convince 
« you of my being highly favoured of God, 
* i. e. of my having aſcended into beaven; and 
« that I am now ſent rom God, i. e. Was 
* formerly with him.“ 

This interpretation receives light from Joh, 
iii. 13. above explained. To the ſame ſenſe 
al St. Paul ſays of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 10. that 

be aſcended up far above all heavens, that be 
might fill all things 3 i. e. he received power 
and gifts from God to be beſtowed upon his 
followers, in atteſtation of the divine Wah of 


the goed 


John viii. 48. 1 
1 erily, verily, I ſay unto you z before Abra- 
ham Was, I am. 
It was made to appear in another. place, 
that all that our Saviour did aflert, or meant 


D4 to 


big grate in Chrift Jeſus before the Merla began. 


40 Feſus Chrift bad no exiſtence 


to aſſert, in theſe words, to his countrymen, 
was, that he was, what they denied him to be, 
the Meffiah ; the great perſonage, whoſe day 
Abraham ſaw and rejoiced; i. e. was made 
bappy in the prediction of ſo great a blefling, 
that-at ſome future time was to be beſtowed 
upon his poſterity URS | 
And) it was proved alſo, that our engliſh 
tranſlators, to have been conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, ſhould have tranſlated here; Before 
Abraham was, I am he, or I om the Chriſt. 
For ſo they have rendered the phraſe, u «pi, 
Jam he, ver. 24, 28. of this very chapter, 
and alſo Joh. xiii. 19. See and compare Mark 
xiii. 6. Luke xxi. 8. Matth. xxiv. 5. And 
at the ſame time was pointed out what led 
our tranſlators into this error. 

Jeſus therefore affirms nothing of himſelf 


| having had a being before Abraham; but that 


God's defign, that he ſhould in ſome future 


time deſeend from one of Abraham's family, 


was formed before Abraham had a being. 
Chriſt, though he had no actual exiſtence, 


might yet be ſaid to have precxiſted in the 
divine mind; becauſe, as one of his apoſtles 
ſpeaks, (1 Pet. 1. 20.) he verily was foreordain- 


ed before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifeſted in theſe laſt times, And chriſtians, 
his followers, in the fame phraſe of ſcripture, 
may be faid to have been before Abraham, 
as God is ſaid (2 Tim. i. 9.) to have given us 


John 


before be wat, born of his mother Mary. 41 


John xvii. H. 

And now, o Father, glorify thou me with 
thine ownſelf, with the glory which I had with 
thee, before the world was! 8. 
To the reader, who judges of the ſenſe of 
the ſcriptures from detached ſcraps and ſen- 
tences, without attending to the drift of the 
writer or ſpeaker, and the connexion of his 
diſcourſe, this petition of Chriſt's to the Fa- 
ther will appear a direct aſſertion, that he had 
a being with him before the world was. 
But the full proof that we have to the con- 
trary from what he himſelf fays in this very 
prayer, that he does not here aſk God for any 
thing that he had poſſeſſed in a former ſtate, 
ſhould teach us the neceſſity of ſtudying the 
peculiar phraſeology of the ſcriptures; a 
ſtudy not ſo needful then for our Lord's im- 
mediate hearers to whom it was familiar; 
yet not difficult for the moſt ordinary capa- 
city to ſucceed in now, with a little attention; 
For Jeſus himſelf acquaints us, that this 
glory which he prayed for, was to be conſe- 
quent upon his finiſhing the work, which God 
had given him to do; i. e. the reward of his 
labours and obedience unto death in the cauſe 
of the goſpel: and therefore it could not 
have been any thing he had ever enjoyed be- 
fore, ver. 4, 5. I have finiſhed the work which 

thou gaveſt me to do. And now, o Father, glo- 
rify thou me, Re. 3 iz 
It was an honour and felicity 'alſo, what- 
ever it was, in which his firſt diſciples, nay 
| N all 
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all his faithful followers to the end of time, 
were to ſhare with him, ver. 22. And tbe 
glory which thou baſt given me I have given 


| them, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
Therefore jt could not have been any thing 


peculiar to himſelf, or any dignity that he had 


* with God before the world was. 


Moreover it was what he moſt ardently de · 


Gred and made the ſubje& of his requeſt to 


the heavenly Father, the evening before he 
was to ſuffer death, of which he had an exact 
foreknowlege; in a ſolemn prayer, uttered in 
the hearing of his diſciples, for himſelf, for 


them, and for all his diſciples every where, 


in all time to come. And what could there 


be at ſuch a juncture, that this holy and be- 
nevolent Saviour may be ſuppoſed to haye had 
moſt at heart? It could not be any dignity 
or honour merely regarding himſelf, that he 
was ſo deeply concerned for, at ſuch a ſea- 
ſon, and in ſo earneſt a manner, It ſurely 
could be nothing (as was ſhewn at large in 
another que 100 a) but the ſucceſs of that di - 
vine truth which he had preached, and which 
was calculated to promote the virtue and ever- 
laſting happineſs af mankind. | 505 
Of this he was the firſt great Teacher; 
and his apoſtles and others were deſtined to 
carry on the work after him. In this he 
was ſo much intereſted (which ſhewed the 


godlike excellent mind that was in him) as 


(a) Sequel to the Ap Jogy, p. 243246. 


ta 


before be was born of lis mother Mary. 43 


io eſteeni it his higheſt honour and reward 
from God, his glory, to be made the prime 
inſtrament in ſo glorious a work. 

And his ſaying, that he had had this glory 
with the Father before the world was; was only 
a hebrew way of ſpeaking, that God in his 
allwiſe eternal councils had deſigned it for 
him; as in one place, (Rev. xiii. 8.) he is 
ſtiled the lamb Alain from the foundation of the 
world ; becauſe it was fore-ordained, that he 
ſhould be the righteous innocent ſufferer, for 
the truth of the goſpel, and for the good of 
mankind. 

It therefore might truly be ſaid, that bis 
** alſo had glory with the Father before 

world was, though an inferior glory ; as 
they were deſigned of God, to ſhare in the 
honour and felicity of contributing to the 
ſtcceſs of the goſpel, in which their divine 
Maſter had firſt laboured, and for which bk 
had We ſacrificed his life. 


Philip. ii: 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Mo being in the form of God, i, e. (en- 
dowed with divine powers) was not eagerly 
defiros to be like unto God, (i.e. to diſplay 
thoſe divine powers ;) but demeaned bimſelf, 
taking upon him the form of a ſervant, being 
in the likeneſs of common men. And being in 
the condition of a common man, be bu mbſed him= 
elf (i. e. ſtill lower,) and became obedient un- 

fo 


9 


44  Feſus Cbriſt bad no exiflence ' 
to death, even the (infamous, ſlaviſh) death of 
the croſs. Wherefore God hath highly exalted 
him, and graciauſly beſiowed upon him a-name 
which is above every namt——. 
Such was the verſion and interpretation of 
this famous paſſage, formerly given, and con- 
firmed; by ſundry arguments, againſt which 
nothing ſolid hath 1 and it was 
made to appear that the apoſtle did not in the 
leaſt allude to any being which our Saviour 
had, before his birth from his mother Mary. 
The chief difficulty lies in the expreſſion, 47s 
being in the form of God. About which there 
would not have been ſo many diſputes, if it 
had been duly conſidered, that the apoſtles of 
Chriſt never ſpeak of his nature; (it being all 
along taken for granted by them that he was 
a man;): but of his office and powers from 
God, and conduct and demeanour under 
them. The form of God therefore was ſome- 
thing that he appeared with in his life-time 
upon earth. Now in his outward form and 
perſon he was a plain common man, having 
therein nothing peculiar, or different from 
others. But under this humble outſide garb, 
he poſſeſſed a diving power of doing good, of 
healing the ſick by a word's ſpeaking, raiſing | 
the dead, : foretelling things to come: This 
was that form of God, with which the holy 
Jeſus was inveſted And what could more tru- 
ly deſerve the name? For therein he appear- 
ed as a god unto men. But theſe divine gifts 
and poxers, th is form of God with which he 
85 ; * A Fatt, 2 1 x was 


before he was born of his mother Mary. 46 
was decked, he often laid aſide, he was ne- 
ver vain of ſhewing, he never uſed it for his 
own eaſe or benefit, but devoted himſelf there- 
with as a ſlave, to ſerve mankind in their moſt 
important intereſts, in a future world; and in 
the mean while, and for the ſame great end, 
ſubmitted to the want of many things, to the 
| inſults of men, and the moſt cruel unjuſt ſuf- 
ferings and to death, becauſe ſuch' was the 
will of God; as if he had been a real criminal, 
and unpoſſeſſed of theſe divine powers. Npere- 
fare God hath highly exalted him, &. 


To-confirm' this method of interpretation, | 


and ſtill farther to evince, that St. Paul does 
not hete refer to any being or powers, which 
Chriſt had in a prior ſtate, I ſhall preſent the 
reader with the curious remark of a learned 

friend, who, I hope, will one day have lei- 
ſure to enrich the chriſtian world with thoſe 
many important illuſtrations 'of the facred 
writings of the New Teſtament, ef which he 


is poſſeſſed, and whereof this may well ſerve 


for a fample. _ nen 
From the many directions given by St. Paul 
(1 Cor. xii.) to the chriſtians at Corinth. con- 
cerning the uſe and intent. of the different 
miraculous gifts, with - which in the infancy 
of the-church they were indulged by divine 
providence, we find that they were as liable 
to fall into great diſorder in the management 
of them, as in the uſe of their different natural 
abilities from God, and were ſometimestempt- 
ed to convert them into inſtruments of vain- 

3 glory, 
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46 Fus Cbriſt bad, wo exiflence _ 
glory, inſtead; of employing them for the edi- 
fication and benefit of | others, for which alone 
they were beſtowed 

Now in the four firſt * of the ſecond 
chapter, gur apoſtle, with uncommon earneſt- 
neſs,: exhorts his much loved Philippian con- 
yerts, to humility, kind condeſcenſion and 
nnity-yyith one another. He does not indeed 
directly mention, from what quarter it was, 
that he apprehended the danger of divißons 
and diſunion amongſt them; but we may 
reaſonably preſume it to have been, from Be 


miſmanagement of their. different T ſpiritu 
gifts, becauſe of his canjuring them by the 
Jellowſhip or communien of tbe fparit, to liſten | i 
him, and from his ſpecifying ſo particularly 
v. 3, 4. Let not bing be done through ftriſe or 
van glory ; but in lawlineſs of mind let each 
elierm another | better tban them $i Lookn 
you man on his awn things, þ but ut every man 227 my 
n the things of 2 Immed iately upon 
= hich he 75 the example 0 of Chriſt, v. 
8 6, &cœ. Let he f fame min be in Jon, 5obicþ 
was alſo.in Chriſt Jeſus... Who being in the form 
of God, wat not eagerly Hefirous ta be like to 
God, &c. &c. 
Vet hence appears to be the apoſtle's debgn, 
to deſcribe the humble demeanour of Joie jp in 
the full poſſeſſion of of ſpiritual gifts, the 
partial donation of which to others, was ſo 
frequently wont to elate his followers with 
pride: and to recommend a ſimilar depart- 
ment 
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ment to the members of the chriſtian church. 
As if he had faid ; 

Be you of the ſame mind- with the author 
of your ſalvation : who betrayed not any ſelf- 
ith complacency in the divine powers which 
he — but acted as one deſtitute of them, 
and condeſcended with the utmoſt ſelf · abaſe· 

ment, as a ſervant attending on his Lord, to 
the ſpiritual neceſſities of qthers. (See EE 
xiii. 13. 14. 155 which. is a Imboligel re- 
preſentation of his practice.) 

So likewiſe, ye Philippians, . 
ing your high advantages. and dignity n 
roch N Wes &. "gs 


— 


SECTION. . 


of Sein 1nd Suing. 3 


15. os ar” 1750 Th, Lardner publiſhed 
his famous: treatiſe on ſche Logos. The 
chief deſign of it is to proye that Jeſus Chriſt 
Was a man, endowed with extraordinary divine 
powers, but who had noexiſtence before he was 
born in Judea. But in a large Poſtſcript to it, 
he has de monſtrated alſo from the ſcriptures, 
that the Spirit or Holy Spirit, ſpoken of in 
the New Teſtament, does not ſignify any Di- 
vine Perſon called by that name, but the 


Divine Power, the miraculous gifts, imparted 
firſt 


firſt to Chriſt, and afterwards to his Apoſtles, 
and other Believers, at the firſt preaching of 
the goſpel. For the excellency of this work, 
and the influence his arguments have had up- 
on many, he may be called the great reviver 
of what is called Socinianiſm, in our days. 
But he tells us he did not learn this doctrine 


from the writings of Socinus or his followers. 


For ſays he, I have not been greatly con- 


«© vetſant with the writers of that denomina- 


&« tion (a). I have formed my ſentiments 
upon the ſcriptures, and by reading ſuch 
* commentators, chiefly, as are in the beſt 


1 repute. I may add, that the reading of 


« the ancient writers of the church has been 


* of ule to confirm me, and to aſſiſt me in 


« clearing up difficulties.“ 
From the title of the book, A Letter 

written in the year 1730 ] it appears that it 

had lain by him in manuſcript near thirty 


years. Such was his modeſty. And | am 


informed by one of his moſt intimate friends, 
a venerable perſon now living, that the Doc- 


tor's motive at laſt,” for the publication, was 


to give ſome check to a temper, which he per- 


. ceived to be riſing, among thoſe chriſtians 


called Arians, whoſe ſentiment was (5), that 


_ . *« gur Saviour took fleſh of Mary, but not a 


« ſoul ; and'that the Logos, the Word, in 
« him, was the ſame as the ſoul in us.“ For 


(a) A Letter, written in the year 1730,” Pe 55+ 
| | this 


I) Id. Preface, p. v. 
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through Dr. Clarke's great name and argu- 
ments for it this opinion becoming faſhion- 

able, ſome in their zeal for it, forgot that cha- 

rity which their divine Maſter made the badge 

(Joh, xiii. 35.) of his. diſciples, and would 

bardly 4 their Socinian brethi en the name 

of Chriſtians. N 

The pious deſign was anſwered ; and his 

learned labours have contributed to bring 

over many to his ſentiment concerning Chriſt; 
and to convince others, that it was not taken 


up and entertained without good. ground. of 


holy ſcripture. 
ſe might be leſs mattenſof wonder, that 
. ſome of thoſe who: maintain the Athanafian 


doctrine concerning Chriſt, that he is the ſu- 


preme God, equal to the Father ; ſhould pro- 
. ceed ſo far in their cenſure of thoſe who hold 
him only to be a man, as to declare, that 


they hardly look upon them to be chriſtians. 


Having been accuſtomed to aſſociate fo awful 
and venerable an idea with that of their Sa- 
viour, they cannot eaſily reconcile themſelves 
to look upon thoſe as brethren, who conſider 
him only as a human being. 

But if theſe perſons would for a moment lay 
alide theſe narrow prejudices, which, they have 
taken up from i imagination only, without con- 
ſulting, the facred writings, and deliberately 


attend to that which conſtitutes a diſciple, 
a chriſtian, in Chriſt $+.OWN account of the 


matter; they would ſoon ſee their miſtake. 
For i in all his diſcourſes, and exhortations, to 
IR 1 induce 
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induce men to become bis diſciples, we ne- 
ver find that he required; any thing of them, 
— 7 believe that he was the _ the 

eſſiah; i. e. the that was to 
come into the — * Meder he Was the 
fupreme' God; or a great preexiſtent ſpirit; em- 
ployed by him in the creation of the world; 
or a mere man; made no part of the qualifica- 
tion to become his diſciple. If he was either 
the one, or the other, they would learn it 
afterwards, from what h ſaid to them. And 
it would be their duty to believe alt that he 


poke concerning bimſelf, as well a8 to practice 


what he taught them. 
What in Chriſt's Hfotime on earth” made 
men his diſciples, the ſame conſtitutes a diſ- 


eiple now. Whoever believes Jeſus to be the 


Chriſt, i; e. to have had a commiſſion from 


| God, to teach his will to mankind; i. a chriſ- 


tian. Not that this is all that he is to believe 
from Chriſt, or concerning him: but it is 


| fufficient to intitle him to the name of a diſcia 
. ple. He is not however to ſtop here. All 


that he can diſcover himſelf; that Chriſt has 
taught to believe and to do, he will think 
hamſelf bound to believe and follow. This 


| & the conſequence of his faith in Chriſt- But, 


obſerve; it is only what he himſelf can ga- 
ther from the ſcriptures to be the mind of 
Chriſt, that He is to follow: not what others 


are pleaſed to gather for him. Neither pope, 


nor biſhop, nor prieſt, nor preſbyter, nor a 


number of biſhops, or number of preſbytefs, 
convened. 
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cunbeled! in ſynods or aſſemblies, can ſo much 
as make one article of faith which another is 


bound to folfow, or decide for another what 
it is that is to make him a chriſtian. They 


© cali only decide and determine for themſelves ; 


and nothing beyond. 
If any care not to be at the trouble to con- 
ſult the hiſtory of Chriſt himſelf, and of the 


way in which his religion was firſt' propoſed 
to'the reception of the world, to ſee Now the . 
matter ſtands there; what it was that deno- 
miuated à man a diſci le, a chriſtian, in thoſe 
days: they may find it already faithfully done 
to their hands, by that eminent writer, Mr. , 


Locke, in a treatiſe written * expreſsly on. 
this ſubject. The following extract from that 
work; though ſomewhat long, may not be 
unſuitable, not unaccep table here, ang a very 


large examiflation of the ſuhje&, ending with 
that remarkable deblatation to the very point, 


in the ebangeliſt, John xx. 30, 31. Man 


other 77 (ray did Fa, in the Preſence 27 be 
ut 120% are written, that ye mi ig bt beljeve that 


Jesvs IS THE Cnkisr, the ſon of Gid, and 
that believing, ye gb have life chrbugh bis 
"_—_ he thus proceeds; 

What St. ſohn thought neceſfary and 
uff ent to be Believed, 157 the attaining 


of eternal life, he here tells us, And this, 
not in the hrt dawning: of the goſpel ; when, 


* The Reafortableneſs of Chiriſtianity as ddijeryd in A 


the Scriptures, London, 1695. 
by 18. p. 190, & 
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3 Of Socinianiſin, and Socinus. 
perhaps, ſome will be apt to think leſs was 
required to be believed, than after the doctrine 
of faith, and myſtery of ſalvation, was more 
fully explained, in the epiſtles written by the 
apoſtles. For it is to be remembered, that 
St. John fays not this as ſoon as Chriſt was 
aſcended ; for theſe words, with the reſt of 
St. John's goſpel, were not writ till ma 
years after, not only the other goſpels, and St. 
Luke's hiſtory of the Acts; 17 in all ap- 
peatance, after all the epiſtles writ by the other 
apoſtles. So that ſo long time after our Sa- 
viour's . St. John knew nothing elle 
required to be believed for the attaining of 
| He, but that Teſus is the Meſiab, the fon 
0 hy | | ERPs. © | 7 FIST 2 7. 
of © To this, tis likely, it will be objected. 
by ſome, that to believe only that Jeſus of 
azareth is the Meſſiah, is but an Hiltorical, ; 
and not a juſtifying or ſaving faith... 
* To which I anſwer; that I allow to the | 
makers of ſyſtems and their followers, to in- 
vent and uſe what diſtinctions they pleaſe 3 and | 
to call things by what name they think fit, But 
I cannot allow to, them, or to any man an 
authority to make a religion for me, ot to al- 
ter that which God hath revealed. And if 
. they pleaſe to call the believing that which 
our Saviour ang his apoſtles preached and pro- , 
poſed alone to be believed, an Hiſtorical faith; 1 
they have their liberty. But they muſt have 
a care how they deny it to be a juſtifying or 
ſaving faith, when our Saviour and his 15 8 


r be 2 —— 4 7 
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tles have declared it ſo to be, and taught no 
other which men ſhould receive, and where- 


by they ſhould be made believers unto eternal 
life; unleſs they can ſo far make bold with 
our Saviour, for the fake of their beloved ſyſ- 
tems, as to ſay, that he forgot what he came 
into the world for; and that he and his apoſ- 
tles did not inſtruct people right in the way 
and myſteries of ſalvation. For that is the 
ſole doctrine preſſed and required to be be- 
lieved in the whole tenour of our Saviour's 
and his apoſtles preaching, we have ſhewed 
thro' the whole hiſtory of the evangeliſts and 
the acts. And I challenge them to ſhew that 
there was any other doctrine, upon their aſ- 
ſent to which, or diſbelief of it, men were 
pronounced believers, or unbelievers; and ac- 
cordingly received into the church of Chriſt, 
as members of his body, as far as mere be- 
lieving could make them fo, or elſe kept out 
of it. This was the only goſpel-article of 
faith, which was preached to them. 8 


* . 


own moſt liberal ſentiments of thoſe calle 
Socinians, are well known, But it feems not 
E 2 e \ quite 
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* Of Socinianiſm, and Sari nus. 
quite right in any, to allow themſelves in ſuch 
general cenſures of the religious opinions of 
others, without producing at the ſame time 
their reaſons, by which a judgement may be 
formed of the propriety and juſtneſs of them. 
Perſons of great and deſerved fame, ought 
eſpecially to be cautious in this reſpect; 
cauſe they will otherwiſe undeſignedly do 
harm, and fix indelible prejudices in the 
minds of thoſe who are governed by names 
and authority; who are by far the greafeſt 
number. Might not an Athanaſian equally 
fay, that Arianiſm degraded chriſtianity, that 
it ſtript Jeſus Chriſt of his ſupreme deity, and 
ſunk him to the level of a creature; to, be 4 
made God, a God only by appointment. We 
know that this has been long ſaid, and is of- 
ten repeated. But ſuch unproved aſſertions 
_—_ only the opinion or prejudice of thoſe 
who make them. 1 . 
Nor does it ſeem to be any part of our 
concern, whether a particular ſentiment con- 
cerning Chriſt, or explication of his doctrine, 
be, in our e, things, honourable for 
him and the goſpel, ot no; but whether it 
be true, and agreeable to the facred writings, 
Beyond this we are not judges, For thoſe 
meaſures and expedients which may appear 
low and mean in our eyes, may be hopoura- 
ble in our Maker's, and moſt effectually pro- 
1 rags deſigns of virtue and univerſal haps 
DINERS, (RES 


Moreover 
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Moreover it has been ſhewn that the method 
of interpretation adopted by thoſe called Soci- 
nians, 1s fo far from being irreconcileable with 
the ſacred writings, or rendering them an 
uncertain ſupple 5 55 that may yield to any 
ſenſe put upon them; that, on the contrary, 
their peculiar aim always is to fix the ſenſe of 
ſcripture by ſcripture itſelf, and, as much as 
may be, to go back to the times of the apoſ- 
tles, and put themſelves in the place of their 
hearers, to underſtand what was delivered as 
they underſtood it. 7 
In one very material point, however, they 
differ intirely from Socinus, by whoſe name 
they are called. For he zealouſly maintained 
that Chriſt was to be worſhiped by the of- 
fering of prayer to him, and would hardly 
allow thoſ: to be chriſtians that refuſed it; 
notwithſtanding. he looked upon him as a 
man, who had no being before his birth from 
Mary; but exalted after his reſurrection, and 
qualified to recejye and hear the prayers of 
his followers: . But thoſe who are now called 
Socinians, think ſych worſhip of Chriſt as lit- 
fle juſtifiable, as it would have been in a jew 
to pray to Moſes, and worſhip him. 

This doctrine concerning Chriſt, that he 
was truly and properly a man, whq then only 
began to be, when he was born in Judea ; was 
uniformly held and taught by the apoſtles.” It 
was alſo A: inviolate by the jewiſh believers, 
who continued a diſtin& ſeparate body of 
Chriſtians, to the fourth century. But i 


IJ 
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pleaſed the wiſe providence of the heaven 
Father, whoſe method is to bring greater fert | 
out of the errors and evil of his creatures, to | 
permit this true doctrine concerning his holy 
{ meſſenger and ſervant Jeius, to lie buried and 
3 overwhelmed for many ages, under the idol- 
ö atrous inventions of men vainly wiſe. The 
heathen converts to chriſtianity, were thoſe, 
who in the very days of the apoſtles, were 
bold to deny that Chriſt was really a man, and 
maintained that he was one in appearance on- 
ly., Their very next plunge into error, was 
to aſſert that he was a mighty preexiſtent, ſpi- 
rit, next to the ſupreme, by whom he made 
and governed the world. And in little more 
than 200 years after the death of the apoſtle 
John, they fell away ſo far from the truth, as 
to enact in ſolemn council, that ſeſus was the 
ſupreme God; and by the countenance and 
ſupport of the emperour Conſtantine, who in 
an evil hour fayoured their meetings on ſuch a 
buſineſs, they required all men under ſevere 
penalties-to conform to their edicts. In the 
ages of darkneſs that followed and laſted for 
1200 years, this was the only doctrine eon- 
cerning Chriſt, that was publickly profeſſed 
or allowed, without any variation or interrup- 
tion, except for a ſhort ſpace, under the Arian 
- princes of the empire. 
At the-dawn of the reformation in Europe, 
the great lights that aroſe in different coun- 
tries, were all ſtill in darkneſs, in reſpect of 
this primary article of the goſpel, tau nt by 
3 ML | Jeſus; 


\ 
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Jeſus 3 (Joh. xyii. 3.) that the Fatber was the 


only true God. Dazzled and overawed with | 


the Athanaſian ſcholaſtic doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, as of a myſtery which it was unlawful 
for mortal eyes to gaze upon, or to try to un- 
veil; when alas! it was only a myſtery of 
heathen origin and compoſition, and unknown 
to the apoſtles of Chriſt : they durſt not ſearch 
tbe ſcriptures whether theſe things were ſo, 
like thoſe apoſtolic chriſtians, (Acts xvii. 11.) 
but looked into them only to confirm what 


they had before without examination taken 


upon truſt from others, and from which they 
would not recede on any account. All in- 
quiry into this myſterious doctrine was farther 
checked by the alarming thought, that if it 
were not true, all the council and Fathers, for 
' twelve long ages, muſt have been under an 


error in ſo capital a point; although they 


might have reflected that they had made no 
ſcruple of detecting and reforming errors al- 


moſt equally ancient, the worſhip of Dead 


men and women, called Saints, and of their 
reliques and bones; which ſtill remains a- 


mong the Papiſts, from whom they at that 
time ſeparated themſelves. The ſame motives, 


that made them fearful and reluctant to pry 
into the myſterious ſubje& themſelves, would 
incline them t9{ be bitter and intolerant a- 
gainſt thoſe who attempted it. For when 
we are obſtinately bent on retaining unrea- 
ſonable and ſelf-contradiftory doctrines, we 


” 


are but too prone to perſecute thoſe who op- 
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poſe us. Haring no. other way of defending 
ourſelves, we ſeek to make up, by y paſſion and 


violence, what is wanting in reaſon and ar- 


gument. 
In this difficult and dangerous ſtate of 
things, that unhappy, ingenious phyſician, Mi- 


. Chae] Servetus, a Spaniard, was the firſt who 


faw the glimmerings of the loſt truth, and 
ventured openly to maintain and propagate it. 
How far the furious zeal of Calvin carried 
him againſt this moſt injured man, is well 
known, in cauſing him to be burnt alive for 


hereſy; i. e. for underſtanding the ſcriptures 


differently, and I would fay, in ſome reſpects 
better than himſelf, Some learned Italians 
were the next that we hear of, who in their 

ivate meetings for religious debate, had 
doubts about the doctrine of the Trinity, and 


 faw cauſe to teject it. But their aſſemblies 


were ſoon interrupted, ſome of the members 
put ts death, and the reſt diſperſed, 

Amongſt thoſe who at that time paſſed in- 
to other countries was Lælius Socinus, then 
only of the age of 21, but ripe in virtue, and 
ardant' in the purſuit of divine truth, and de- 
firous to communicate it to others Vis high 
rank and accompliſhments recommended 118 
to the favour and friendſhip of many princes, 
and his amiable manners and learning procur- 
ed him an intimacy with the moſt eminent 
F of thoſe times. Great Luther was 

ely gone off the ſtage of human affairs, to 
that God from whom he came. But e 
Luther's beloved friend and coadjutor, the 
learned 
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learned Melancthon, our young Italian ſtran- 
r received many kindneſſes. He became 
acquainted alſo with Calvin; and avail- 
ing himſelf of the familiar epiſtolary inter- 
courſe which he carried on with him, he 
once attempted to inſinuate his peculiar opi- 
nions by way of modeſt enquiry : for that 
ſeems to have been his method of propagat- 
ing them, rather than by open declaration of 
them to alarm the paſſions and prejudices of 
thoſe he converſed with. But the ſtern Cal- 


vin, perceiving his drift, replied to him with 
roughneſs and menaces. And it was well 


for him pethaps that he went no farther, 
This excellent perſon ſoon finiſhed his vir- 
tuous courſe, dying in the 37th year of his 
age. None of his writings remain; nor is it 
certain that he ever publiſhed any. But 
his diſcoveries of divine truth, his learning, 
and above all, his virtues, were inherited by, 
and revived, in his nephew Fauſtus Socinus: 
from whom, the eſpouſers of the doctrine of 
| Jeſus being a man, and not God, or a pre- 
exiſtent Spirit, have been called Socinians, 
We are informed by the Jate hiſtorian (a) of 
his life ; to whom i am indebted for the fore- 
(a) © Memoirs of the life, character, ſentiments, and 
| m— of 'F auſtus Socinus, by Joſhua Toulmin, M.. 

A.” Sold by J. Johnſon, No. 7a, St. Paul's Church- 
yard, 1977. This work is compoſed with #oafidour fin- 


gular and benevolence that does honour! id the Writer, 
and is a valuable repoſitory of what relates to this great 


man; and if it does not «Iraw the ſerious reader to approve 
his peculiar ſentiments, it will not fail of inſpiring him 
with a high eſteem of his piety and many virtues. 
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60 Of Socinianiſm, and Socinus. 
going facts, and what follows concerning him; 
that he ſpent ſome little time with his uncle 
in France, who expreſſed among his friends 
great hopes, that his own opinions would be 
ully and ſucceſsfully laid before the world, 
by Fauſtus: „Upon Lzlius's death he re- 
turned into Italy, and lived twelve years, in 
the court of the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, 
and was eminently diſtinguiſhed by the fa- 
vour of the prince and the dignities conferred 
on Bin... 12 e 
At the end of this term, he entered into 3 
ſerious conſidetation of the value of the dif- 
ferent objects that ſolicit the attention of men, 
and into ſobet reflections on the true end, and 
higheſt happineſs of his being. The reſult of 
theſe reflections was a firm conviction, that the 
rticheſt and greateſt earthly proſpects were to 
be deſpiſed for the hope op heavenly glory and 
| felicity. He therefore voluntarily left his 
native country, his friends, fortunes, and all 
his worldly views ; that he might be the more 
diſengaged to ſcek his own ſal vation and that 
of others. Sin | | 2 
eln the year 1574, and in the 35th of his 
age, Fauſtus Socinus went from Italy into 
Germany. He reſided at firſt for three years 
in Baſil, a city upon the Rhine, famous for 
affording, in thoſe times, an hoſpitable aſylum 
to ſuch as were exiles and ſufferers for Chriſt. 
He employed this whole interval in the ſtudy 
of divine things, joining to a peruſal of the 
| facred yolumes, his fervent and daily prayers 
he to 


Of Socintaniſm, and Socinus. 61 


to be led into a true underſtanding of them: 
and he was aſſiſted in theſe inquiries by the. 
manuſcript writings and notes of his uncle. 
He continued at Baſil to the year 1577, 
when he began to throw off all reſerve and 
_ diſguiſe as to his religious opinions: for, re- 
garding them as the truths of God, he thought 
it a crime to conceal them in his own breaſt.” 
After this he retired into Poland, where by 
means of his uncle and ſome other Italians, 
the doctrine of the Divine Unity had been 
received by many, and ſocieties of chriſtians 
formed on this foundation. Ihe remaining 
part of his life, near 30 years, he ſpent in that 
country, under various reverſes of fortune, 
and ſufferings, brought on him by his zeal for 
the truth. But he perſevered to the laſt in his; 
holy labours, for the good of mankind ; in 
ſtudying the ſacred writings, and imparting. 
the important diſcoveries he made in them to. 
others, from the. preſs, or in public diſputa- 
tions, and private intercourſe by letters and 
converſation, adorning the doctrine be taught 
by an unſpotted and exemplary life. 
But the chriſtian world had ſo far departed 
from the ſimplicity of the goſpel, in the wor- 
ſhip of others beſides the great Creator alone; 
that they were not able to bear the full light 
of the truth all at once. It has however been 
gradually inſinuating itſelf ſince into the minds 
of men, in all countries, in proportion as free- 
dom of inquiry has been allowed. At the cloſe 
of the laſt century, about the year. 1692, were 


pub- 
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publiſhed ſeveral volumes of Unitarian Tracts, 
tre names of the writers and printer unknown: 
for the times even then were dangerous, and 
unfavourable” to ſuch diſquiſitions. Theſe 
muſt Have opened tlie eyes of all who dared 
to look into thein, eſpecially when they ſa sn 
' ou weak were the replies of thaſe great men, 

Tilldtfon, Howe, Burnet, Fowler, Sherlock, 
&. printed along with ther; and how ſcanty 
their knowlege of the ſacred writings, com- 

with thoſe anonymous'authors, amongſt 
hom the incomparable Mr. Locke is hand- 
ed down by tradition to have been one. The 
hout is approaching, we hope, when as Dr. 

Lardner ſpeaks, this conttoverted point of 
religion may be cleared up to general ſatisfac- 
tion, without noiſe and diſturbance, in the 
way of free, calm and peaceable” debate; 
and when, I would humbly add, all the chriſ- 
that world may agree in acknowleging, that 
thete is but one only true God, the Father; 
and'that Jeſus, the ſon af Mary, is his holy 
meſſenger and prophet, the faithful ſervant 
and beloved for, whom all are to hearken to 
and obey, according to his own moſt expreſs 
words; This Co Father, . is life erernal, that 
they might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chri/# wham thou” haſt” ſent, on ariftl, 
thine apoſtle, thy mefſenger. Joh. xvii, 3. 


© Theend of the firſt Differtation. 
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The teſtimony of Moſes, the divine law 
giver of the Iſraelites, concerning the Divine 
Unity, confirmed by Jeſus Chriſt; 

Deuteronomy vi. 4. Hear, 0 Heel, Jebo- 
vab, cur God, is ONE JEHOVAH. Aut, Iogann* 
|  Rugios o pcs Naw xe 6 £54. xx. 
| Mark xii. 28, 29. And one of the ſcribes came, 

and having beard them reaſoning together, and 
percerving that be had anſwered them «well, aſced 
him z which is the firſt commandment of all. And 
Feſus anſwered bim; the firſt of all the command- 
ments 1s, hear, 0 Tir-dbl, the Lord our God is 
ONE LORD. ręorn T&TWY r EVTOAWYS _ Ioganas 
Kugiog o Otog ns Kvgiog eig er.: 
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The teſtimony of of Jeſus Cheid, concerning 

the Perſon, —— his followers ww fo pray 
to andworſhi p; 
Luke xi. 1, 2. One of his d ehe aid unte 
bim; Lord, teach us to pray, as, Jobn alſo 
taught his diſciples. And he ſaid unto them, 
when ye pray, Jay ; our Father, which ART in 
heaven ; bollowed be THY name; THY kings» 
dom come, 7 | 
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Ged, Yebo vab, one ſingle Perſon,” ey tbe ſole 


objeet of religious wor ſor p and prayer. 


Iris a confideration which has: red 

peculiar ſatisfaction, in being called upon 
to illuſtrate the ſubjects of theſe Diſſertations; q 
that. they have a, ſtrict and immediate con- 
nexion with our true happineſs, and the duty 
we owe to the gracious Power that made us, 
and gives us all things liherally to enjoy. For 
it is ſurely of great importance to the quiet 
and repoſe of our minds, to know. whether 
there be any firſt author of all things, any 


God or creator, but one; and alfo whether 


we ate to worſhip or pray to more, Perfons 
than one. Becauſe if there be more Perſons 
than one, who are Gods , equa]. to cach other, 
and who have equal cloims upon us; we 
might be at a loſs how to diſtribute our affec- 
tion to each of them, eſpecially | when com- 
manded to love one (Deut. vi. 4, 5. Mark 
xii. 29, 30, ) 461th all our heart and ſoul, und 
mind and ſtrengtb; which would. neceſſarily 
exclude: all equal regards to any other but 


that one. Uneaſy fears alſo might often ariſe, 


Jeſt we ſhould not pay the due proportion of 
reſpec to egch of theſe ſuppoſed; Divine Per- 
ens. And 

| F ; made 


if religious ae are to be 
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66 God, Jebobab, one Angle Peron, 
made to two 6r'/three- Divine Perſons, the 
_ thoughtful, ferious mind, would oftentimes 
be involved in tnextricable darkneſs and per- 
plexity, when to pray to the one, and When 
to the other; whether the different objects of 
Worſhip were repreſented of equal or dhequal 
and find no end, in wand'ring mazes loſt.” 
The dockrine of the Divine Unity is mani- 
feſtly the doctrine of the Old and New Teſ- 
tamenf. And in theſe enlightened times, to 
the ſerious inqurrer into the viſible frame of 
nature, every thing appears clearly to be the 
workmanſhip of one fapreme, intelligent, 
benevolent cauſe. It is therefore to be Hoped, 
g that the chriſtian nations will & er long awake 
1 but of the polytheiſm, into which their ido- 
1 latrous prejudices, and falſe philoſophy, led 
them at their firſt embracing of the goſpel of 
Jeſus; which has cleaved to them, from that 
time to the preſent hour, with exception of 
fome few lefler ſocieties of chriſtians, or pri- 
vate individuals, that ſprung up from time to 
time, and bore their teſtimony againſt the 
reigning defection from this firſt doctrine of 
All true religion. | Bp 
[118 But whilſt we endeavour, as is our duty, 
118 to impart the light of divine truth, which is 
Lili given ns, to others, that they may be bene 
11 ted by it, we ſhould be careful not to cen- 
| ſate or condemn any fot their different appte- 
Henſions and judgments of things, however 
Important they may ſeem in our own 1 — 
Avi yh | n 
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God, Yebouab, one fingle Perſon, 67 
And on the other hand, whoever worſhips 
the one ſupreme cauſe and Father of all; and 
believes in the divine miſſion of Jeſus; as he 
would have been owned (2) by him, out great 
Maſter, wheti oh earth, as his diſciple ; fo 
ſhould he be received by all, as à fellow-dif- 
ETZ... 6 © Ls 
Among the Iſraelites, who had the benefit 
of a divine revelation, there was no difference 
or diſpute concerning the object of religious 
worſhip, except when at any time they fell 
into the idolatry of the nations around them. 
All agreed, that they were to worſhip the 

one God; and that it was Hz, whoſe nam 
was Jchovah; who was God alone, and tid 
other beſides hin. „„ N 
And that this Jehovah, whom they adored, 
was one fingle Perſon, and not More than, 
one; is demonſtrated beyond the poſſibility of 
a confutation, by the manner in which he is 
introduced ſpeaking of himſelf, and in which 
others are found to ſpeak of and to addreſs him, 
Thus, Ifafah xv. 5: T an #6 LORD 
(Jetiovaki) „and there is none elſe, there ts 10 
God befides xi B. Pfalm e. 3; 4. Know ye that 
the LORD (Jehovah) ut 7s God ; it it He, 
that hath made us; and not we ourſelves + we 
are tits people, and the ſheep of His paſture: 
Enter into His gates with thankſeiving; and 
into als courts with praiſe, be thankful unto 
HIM, and fpeak good of nis name. 1 Kings 
.) See pag. 49, 50, &c. of the foregoing Diſſertation, 
F 2 vili. 28. 


68 Feſus Chris was a. man, not God. 


**. 28. Yet have Hou reſpect unto the prayer 
THY ſervant, and to his ſupplication, o 
L 0 RD (Jehovah) my God, to hearken unto 


tbe prayer which THY ſervant rogers before 
' THEE th1s day. 


Theſe pronouns, 1, 918 115 z me, thee 5 be, 
kim, his; can no way be tortured to ſignify 
more perſons than ons. If this be not cer- 

tain, | we can be certain of nothing. 


n 1 © 


2 0 7 1 0 N 11. 
. Cirif Was a man; not God. 


1 Tis matter of lp refletion, that 
the religious vrorſhip of more perſons than 
one, the worſhip of any other but Jehovah 
alone, ſo ſeverely condemned by the divine 
law given to Moſes, ſhould have taken root ſo 
ſoon; and ſpread to that prodigious extent 
which it has done, among the followers of 
Chriſt ; who was himſelf one of the hebrew 
people, a pious worſhiper of Jehovah, a pro- 
phet like unto Moſes ; and who taught the 
lame doctrine in this behalf that Moſes taught. 
It will appear the more-extraordinary, that 
the meek. and bumble Jeſus, whoſe greateſt 
glory and felicity was to be the faithful ſer- 
vant of God, ſhould have been ſet up as the 
{ypreme God over all, and * ped 
with 


Fefus Cbriſt was a man, not Ged. 69 


with him, the F ather of himſelf and of all ; 
if we conſider the reprefentations which the 
ſacred writings make of him, and the account 
which he uniformly gave of himſelf. 

As he was deligned to fill a moſt important 
ſtation in the moral creation of God, it wag 
held fitting in the councils of the divine pro- 
vidence, to give notice of him, and of the 
great part which he was to act, long before 
he was born. But in all the prophecies that 
went before concerning him, be is conftantly 
deſcribed as one of the human race. 
Thus Gen. iii. 15. It was intimated to our 
firſt progenitors, ſoon after their tran ſpreſtion, 
that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruit je tbe 155 
pent's head, In which words, highly figur 
tive, ſuited to the ignorance and prej lies of 
thoſe times in which the ſacred hiftorian 
wrote, he teaches, that the Almighty creator 

ve hope from, the firft, that one born of 
woman, thould be inſtrumental i in removing | 
the fatal ruin brought on his creatures of man- 
kind by ſin, and in reſtoring them to inno- 
cence and the divine favour. * this paſſage 
concerning the fall, St. Paul re fers, where 
he obſerves, 1 Cor. xv. 21. 22. Por ſince by 
MAN came death, by 1 MAN came alſo the r Ur 
rection of the dau. For as in Adam al Ze; 
even ſ in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. Note 
here, reader! that 1 in St. Paul's account, ag 
turely as Adam was A man, * Was a man 


plſo, 


F 3 Ig 


20 Jeſat Chriſt was 4 man, not God. 

In proceſs of time, this future reſtorer of 
the human race, was more particularly defined 
and diſtinguiſhed ; that he was to be of the 
family of n. ; of the tribe of Judah. 
Ben. xxii. 18. xlix. 10. | 
But much to be remarked i is the language, 

in which God himſelf ſpeaks of Chriſt before- 
hand, and in which Moſes the ſervant of God, 
at the ſame time found to ſpeak of him ; 
ſuch language as could helong only to a human 
Creature, . and to no other. Deut. xviii. 1 54 
18. 7(the Lord Jehovah) will raiſe them up d 
Prophet, Fram among their brethren, like wnto 
. And—The L ORD thy Gad will raiſe 

1 thee a prophet, from Fea th of thee, Fl 
brethren, like unto me. And what muſt ſtrike 
every one that has any attention in him, the 
yery words of this prophecy are .quoted and 

applied to Chriſt after his reſurrection, by the 

apoſtle Peter, Acts iii. 22. Fer Moſes tr 
40. unt be fathers ; ; A prophet ſhall the Lor 5 
your Ge rai up unto you, of your bret hren, like 
unto ne; and by QA Stephen, vii. 37. This 1g 
that Moſes which /ard unto the children of Ieaet, 
A pr bet fhal the ord. your 1 raiſe up wnta 
you .0 Jour brethren : and moſt probably al- 
Iaded to by our Sayiour bine, John v. 4. 
For bad y ee Maſes, ye gwould have Lelteu⸗ 
ed Abbe + be wrote of me. 5 
he promiſed bleſſing was again confined 

to David's family, 2 Sam. vii. 16. Mach xi. 
I, 2 - COMP. Acts xili. 2 23 OE 


Says 


Feſus Ebriff was a man, nas Ged. 71 
Says Iſaiah, predicting the birth and king- 
VVV 
rn, unto, 45 4 Jen i5 gi pen: and the govern. 
met ſpall be ypon his ſhaulgers, and his name ſpall 
be called, <vonderſul, counſellor, THE, MIGHTY 
GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER.— 
It is obvious that it is one born of woman, 
a human creature, that is here ; hub 
by theſe magnilicent titles. Bp. Lowth, in 
his ISI A u, late very valuable wark, has re- 
moyed out of his new tranſlation, the glaring 
contradiction of qur old one, which hag been 
often nated by others, in calling @ c<:4d born 


th everlaſing Father, by rendering jt the Fa- 
; * 


her of the everlaſiing ag. 1 find that Luther, 
put be mighty Hero. And cer- 


n 


he almighty eternal being, a8 


580 . , per lex anc miſlead. ies 
. aiah Liz. In this chapter Chriſt is deline- 
ated 25 a human creature, of high moral er- 
celence; deſtined to ſufferings, which would 
be brought upon him, not by any demerits of 
his own, but to which he ſhould voluntarily 
expoſe himſelf, in the cauſe of rightrouſncts 
699 far the good of others, 
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72 Jeſus Chrif Was a nan, nat God. 


There is a part of this deſcription, which, 
without any, juſt grounds, has been wont tq 
be brought. to prove what is termed, the eter- 
nal generation of Chriſt ; viz. ver. 8, Who 


ſhalt declare his generation ? But it has been 
ſhewn b en that the word, in the original, 


which tranſlate generation, cannot relate 
to any th ing of the kind. The abovenamed 
learned writer has moſt probably given us the 
right verſion, Viz ; For, his manner of life who 
would declare? See Bp. Lowth's Ifaiah, Lili, 


| 8. in the notes. 


At the time appointed of God, this great 
bee ſaviour, and deliverer came; raiſed up 
y the extraordinary power of God,' of the 
ſeed of Abraham, the tribe of Judah, and 
family of Dayid, as was! foretold of him; Je- 
ſus, the ſon of Mary the wife of Joſeph ; born 
in'the feeble ſtate of all other bemah be beings; 
40. "like them, acquiring knowlege, and 
ing improvements, by de 2 rees. His coun- 
ok looked for their Me jah, from their 
ancient prophecies, to be à man; and found | 
eſus, who took upon him that charadter, to 
one, like thetnſelves.” He perpe tually 
ke of e as a man. His apoſtles uni- 
ne and invariably fo ſpeak of him ; and 
neither in his lifetime, nor, after his ſcath, 
and reſurrection to an immortal life by the 
power of God, do they conßider him as any 
other; vet 4 man, foreordained, choſen of 
God, born to act the nobleſt and moſt godlike 


f ben to bring the rational creatures of God 


to 


Jeſus never taught men to pray to bimſeif. 73 
to virtue and true happineſs, and devoting 
himſelf without any ſelf-regards wholly to 
this ſervice; welcoming difgrace, poverty, 
fufferings, and death, that ” in his way to ĩt. 
. Gratitude, reverence, eſteem, admiration 
as of ſuperiour excellence, that worsnie, 
which conſiſts in theſe and the like regards, 
will ever be due to this holy and beneyolent 
Saviour. But prayer, religious worſhip, be- 
longed, before he was born, to the one ſupreme 


God, to Jehovah alone, according to his own 


moſt expreſs appointment ; nor may it, with- 
out the like expreſs appointment, from him, 


be transferred to another, 


 TROCTION 
Jeſus never taught men to warſhip or fray tt 


- 0 Fs * 1 


WE are therefore to inquire, whether 


'VY the holy Jeſus made any change; by 


authority from God, in this reſpect ; whether 
he propoſed any other object of worſhip to his 
followers ; whether he in any ſhape, directly 
or indirectly, by himſelf or his apoſtles, gave 


intimation, that religious worſhip and prayet 


were to be offered to himſelf. | 

As believers in the one only true God, the 
creator of all things, we ſeem not juſtifiable in 
| intro- 
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 inflance,; did t 


24 Jeſus never taught men to pray to binſelf. 


introducing a different object of war 
Sch. Divine Perſon, a new God, to "whom 915 
Mr. Prayers and Fate are to be addre 
dite an expreſs command for it, from the 
770 that made us, Or one authoriſed by 
It is not a {light matter ; to be left 
to be dere from are am pie pus ex- 
Neſſions, or by way 0 F inference onl ay + but 
guld be 705 and directly lai down, 
io hat oque can an ach een, or. miſtake i it. 
ut geyet upon any occaſion, or in apy 
N "ps bled Jeſus — WES 
mand men, to 


If ſuch worl oY dad been due to him, 7 
it had bcen fitting to pay it to him, if he ha 
had any claim to it, he ſurely would have told 
his diſciples plainly of it. He that ſaid (Joh. 
xv. 15) All things that J have heard of my 
Father, I hape made known unto you ; would 
moſt certainly have made known this to them 
mongſt other things, if he had received any 
0-786 from God concerning it. He 
who, upon a much leſs important occaſion, 


Pre wo id to them; (Joh. xiy. 2.) i 


i were not ſo, ' ould b ave told jou, 1. e. you 


ay geben upon my veracity and affedion 
for Jon; „ that would not deceive or mee 
du; He would not ſurely ha ve omitted ta 
Ir form them, at men Were. to worſhip and 

pray't to himſelf, 
in probelaier of our divine, Maſter's $ 
omitting this circumſtance concerning him- 
one if he had receiyed ny commiſſion 2 

Go 


Yefus never taught men to pray to himſelf. 7 5 
God for it, riſes ſtill higher, when we conf» 
der, that thereby he would not only miſlead 
his diſciples ; (who neyer indeed did pray tq 
him at all, and only to God,) but would 
alſo have miſled his followers to the end of 
time; who would not have been juſtified in 


worthiping and praying to him, without his 
expreſs authority for it 

Nor let any allege that Chriſt might de: 
cling ſpeaking ſuch great things of himſelf, 
as would have been the commanding men to 
worſhip him, out of modeſty, being here in 
a ſtate of humiliation ; and that otherwiſe he 
would haye mentioned it. Ws 

I anſwer ; it was a point of too great mo- 


* 


ment to be waved on any ſuch pretence. 
There would have been no pride or vauity in 
his laying claim to What was due to him, if 
he were to be worſhiped and prayed-tq ; and 
declaring it. Tt would haye made men re- 
verence him the more. Beſides, humility 
belongs only to a creature. If therefore he 
had been the ſupreme God, as ſome ſay, no- 
thing could or would, or ought to have pre- 
yented his requiring divine homage and wor- 
ſhip to be paid to himſelf © 
But if it be allowed, that, for ſome un- 
known reaſon, Chriſt did not chuſe himſelf to 
enjoin men to worſhip and pray to him; yet 
had he not thought it a thing fitting to be men- 
tioned by himfelf, he might have given it in 
charge to his apoſtles, the appointed witneſſeg 
of, and inſtructors in all things relating to 
„ nenn 4 
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26 Prayer to Chrif, not  deducible 


him; and they might have taught it to the 
world. We find however nothing of this 
kind in their writings. They never tell us 
that their Maſter Jeſus ordered himſelf to be 
prayed to; or that they had themſelves re- 
ceived any divine revelation concerning it z 
and without one or other of theſe, without 
authority from God, or from Chriſt, how 
chriſtians could begin ſuch a 825 or how 


it can be n wine: 1s hard to tay.” 


ws { — i 


SECTION IV. 


The . worſhip: of Chriſt, in the offering 
up of prayer to bim, is not deducible. from 


455 character, Mee, ny bigh ay ne me 
— Lee 10 bim. 5 


-8 Chriſt never gave any command to wor- 
ſhip himſelf; ſo can it not be collected, 

that he is the object of worſhip, from his cha- 
racter, or from any thing recorded of him, in 
the writings of the New Teſtament. For 
he never aſſumed the title of God; he never 
claimed divine honours ; but ſ%n of man, 
was his uſual appellation when he ſpoxe of 
himſelf ; and he ſet others an example of wor- 


« ſhiping the Father alone. 


Nor can the fitneſs of praying to Chriſt, be 
n from any thing ſaid by him, of his 


great 


from his character, power, &c. 77 


great power; or from any of his promiſes to 
his diſciples, implying © divine preſence, in 
reſpect of his being always with them, to hear 
and to help them. For upon examination, 
it will be tound, that he ſays no more on ſuch 
occaſions, than Moſes had done, who was a 
prophet and divine lawgiver as he was, tho' 
in wiſdom and moral excellency, and divine 
powers far inferiour to him. 

Thus, for inſtance, if Jeſus ſays to his diſ- 
ciples ; (Matth. xviii. 20.) Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am 1 
in the midſt of them : Moſes makes a promiſe 
of the like ſort to his diſciple Joſhua ; (Deut. 
XXx1. 23.) And ke gave Foſhua the ſon of Nun 
a charge; and ſaid z be ſtrong and of good cou- 
rage: for thou ſhalt bring the children of Iſrael 
unto the land which I fware unto them: and 
will be with thee. _ 
If Jeſus ſays, (Joh. xiv. 14, 14.) Whatſo- 
ever ye ſhall aſk in my name, that will I do; 
. that the Father may be glorified in the ſon. If 
ye ſhall aſe any thing in my name, I will do it. 
Moſes, even more emphatically, ſays the 
fame. of himſelf; (Deut. xi. 13, 14, 15.) 
And it ſhall come to paſs, if you ſhall hearken 


«. % 
* 


% 


diligently unto my commandments, which I com- 


mand you this day, to leve the Lord your God— 
{hat I will give you the rain of your land in þis 


due ſcaſon and I twill ſend graſs in thy fields, 
&c. (xxix. 5, 6.) I have led you forty years 


in the wilderneſs : your clothes are” not waxed 
old upon you, and thy ſhoe is not waxen old upon 
| thy 
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A 8 kae, 70 Chrift, not deducible 


Le have not eaten bread, neither buf 
ye 2 Arong drink ; that ye might know that 
1 ani the, Lord your 2 

The truth is; the holy Jeſus; artet the "ER 
ample of other prophets of God,. of Moes 
eſpecially; to whom it was foretold he ſhould 

like, does not always preface what he de- 
livers from God, with ſaying, that he ſpoke 
in the name of the Father; but ſometimes 
ütters che doctrine of promiſe, as if the Fa- 
thet ſpake i in his own petſon, (a) Ih which 
caſes it is obvious to ſee that it is not Jeſus ot 
ny — 8 that ed but God in him, or 

im. 

This throws light on that paffage, (Matthi. 
Xxviil, 18, 19, 20.) Jeſus came and ſpake 
unto them, ſaying ; all power is given unto me. 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
make diſciples of all nations, baptiſing them into 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the holy Spirit ; teaching them to obſerve all 
things Whatſoever I have commanded you and 
lo, I am with you alway; even unto the end of 
tbe age. 

This power given; (or rather (4) promiſed) 
to Chriſt, was not a mighty power to con- 

_ trout. 


(a)! See another inſtance of this find, Matth. xxxiii. 
34 you and ee in the Sequel to the Apology, &c. 


00 05 Saviour h by this expreflion | given to him, 
would have his Apoftles to underſtand, that he had an 
aired promiſe of ſuch power from God, to be exerted in 


ſupport of the truth he had taught them, and which they 
were 


front bis cburucter, power, &o. 75 
troul men and angels, and over all nature 3 
bat a power, beſtowed merely for the purpoſe 
of making diſciples of all nations: which are 
the expreſs Wotds by which Chriſt himſelf 
here explains and confines'it/; a promiſe of 
All needful affiſtance to enable his apoſtles, ts 
preach the goſpel effectually; not to jews on- 
Iy, but to all the world. And he encourages 
them with the aſſdrance, that ſuch an extra- 
ordinary divine aid would be afforded them; 
by adding, Io, I am <0itb you aluuy, even in- 
fo the end of the age; 1. &. (a) * the age du - 
& ing which the jewith church and ſtate were 
& to laſt, And this ſeems to limit the pro- 
« riſe of fich affiftance to that period of 
time.“ | WO! 


Not that Chriſt in perſon would be with 


his diſciples in that interval. For he Had be- 
fote told them, that he ſfhould be withdrawn 
from them; but in this ſenſe he {ſhould come 


were to teach to others, So, (John xvii. 22.) in his 
prayer to God for his faithful diſciples then, and to'all 
fiiture time, he ſays; And tbe glory which thou haſt given 
me, 1 have given them; that they may be one, as we are one; 
i, e. I have promiſed them that they ſhall ſniare in the 
. & honour and felicity of contributing to the virtue and 
s ſalvation of mankind by the goſpel, and thereby be- 
„ came united with me and Thyſelf, in carrying on the 
«« ſame glorious and benevolent deſign,” This was a thing 
not actually given to Chriſt, or to his diſciples; but only 
aſſured to them by the divine promiſe. And ſo it is to 
be taken in both inſtances. CG us 
(a) This is the juſt interpretation of that truly honeſt 

man, and learned critic, the late Bp. Pearce, in his note 
on the place. 
| to 
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90 Prayer to Chriſi, not deducib e 
to them again, and be with them, (a) as the 
extraordinary power and protection of God, 
which he had promiſed, would ſtill accom- 
pany them. This promiſe was fulfilled, a few 
weeks after, by the pouring out of the gifts 
of the holy fpirit upon the apoſtles, and by 
the miraculous powers which continued af- 
terwards to be conferred on believers, during 
that period and infant-ſtate of the church. 
Since that time, Chriſt's power has con- 
ſiſted in the efficacy of his written goſpel, and 
the powerful motives therein contained, to 
bring men to eternal life by the knowlege of 
the Father, the only true God. But from 
theſe declarations of Chriſt concerning his 
wer and preſence with thoſe his firſt fol- 
dwers, they could have no more plea or pre- 
tence for praying to him, after — had left 
the world, than Joſhua or the Iſraelites had 
for praying to Moſes, from the like expreſſions 
concerning him. 
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(a) John xiv. 16. &c. I will pray the Father, and be 
Hall give you another Comforter, (advocate, affiſtant) that 
he may abide with you for ever : even the ſpirit of truth, 
ibm the world cannet receive, becauſe it jeeth him not, nei- 
ther knoweth hint but ye know him; for he dwelleth with 
you, and ſhall be in you. F will not leave you comportleſ?. 
I will come to you, Yet a little while the world feeth me ne 
more : but ye fee me. xiv. 7. Nevertbeleſs I tell you the 
truth; it is expedient for you that I go away. For if I go 
not away the comforter (advocate, aſſiſtant,) will not come 
unto you :- but when (not if) I depart, I will ſend him 
hunts vou. 1 ws ? E 
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. w_ excludes * from &c. - 


SECTION - 


a exclude hip from being -_ gd of 
* 21 ayer, 


Y always ho to the ty. Father 
himſelf, and uniformly directing others 
to pray to him alone, Jeſus Chriſt put an in- 
tire bar to the offering of religious worſhip to 
himſelf, or to any other perſon whatſoever. 

He never indeed taught t e jews, or his 
diſciples, expreſsly, and in ſo many wordls, 
the worſhip even of Jehovah himſelf, the 
heavenly Father of all. For it would have 
been ſuperfluous, They wanted no inſtruc- 
tions from him on that head. Nevertheleſs, 


B 


when it came in his way, as it frequently did, 


to treat of prayer, he always mentioned it in 
ſuch a manner, as 10 leave no room for the 
leaſt ſhadow. of ſurmiſe or doubt, that any 
other perſon than his heavenly F 1 was to 
be prayed to and worſhiped. 
Thus, in his dialogue with the woman of 
Samaria, when (Joh. iv. 21, 23.) he ſaith unto 
woman, believe me, the bour cometl, when 
ye ſhall neither in this. mountain, nor get at Je- 
ruſalem, wor ſbip the Father.—But the. 
cometh, and now is, when the true — 
ſhall won rſhip the, Father in =o and in truth: 
far the "Father ſerbetb ſuch to worſbi p tim, 
this woman ſuppoſe, could it ever 
* into the imag nation of any one chat 
reads theſe. words, to * that in the eſti- 
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82 Jeſus txcludes bimſclf from 

mate of this heavenly Teacher, there was any 
other object of religious adoration, but the 
Father alone? 

But in one piace. the bleſſed Jeſus is fo de- 
cifive upon this point ; that prayer ought to 
be made to the heavenly” Father alone; that 
dic we not, know the force of prejudice to 
blind the underſtanding, we might wonder 
that any one, after reading it, could think of 
praying to him who delivered ſuch doctrine; 
or to any other ſuppoſed Divine Perſon. It is 
in Luke xi. 1, 2. where the facred hiſtorian 
relates; that it came to paſs that as Jeſus 
was praying in a certain place, when he ceaſ- 


ed, one of bis diſciples ſaid unto him; Lord, 


_ us 20 pray, as John alſo taught his diſci- 
And be ſaid unto them ; when" ye pray; 


fays 3. Our Father, which art in heaven; &.“ 


Upon fo folemn a requelt as this of his diſ- 
eiples ; teach us to pray: he would certainly 
have thought it incumbent on him, tb ſtate 


the objects of worſhip, if more than one, 


with preciſion and accuracy; as an omiſſion 
in ſuck a caſe, would prevent them and their 
_—_— to the end of time, from diſcharging 

t of their duty. For this is the 
per formal direction they receive from him 
upon the ſubject; and their queſtion was a 
general one; Lord, teach us to pray: not, 


teach us, how to pray to God the Farher, And 
he 


them by giving them à form, or 
genera "model for their devotions; wherein 


prager 1 the Father, and to him 


alone. 


being the object of Prayer. 83 
alone. In which alſo his particular enjoining' 
of them; when ye pray, ſay, our Father, which 
art in heaven, applies itſelf to the ſubject of 
our preſent enquiry, as if he had faid ; Our 
heavenly Father is the only object of prayer, 
Ye can go to no other but him:” 

It may farther be remarked, that, in this 
formulary, Chriſt has comprehended every 
thing that we can want and aſk of God; ſo 
as to leave us nothing to afk of any other Be- 
ing. Why then go to any other? why mul- 
tiply objects of worſhip without need, as well 
as without cauſe or ſufficient warrant ?* What 
have we to aſk of Chriſt; which we are not 
by him commanded to aſk of God? and 
therefore ouglit to aſk of him, unleſs Chriſt 
has enjoined us to pray to himſelf, to the ex- 
clufion of the Father; or drawn the line, and 
given ſpecific directions, what requeſts we 
are to prefer to the Father, what to himſelf. 
But we have fhewn, that he has done no ſuch 
thing; that he has made no partition of di- 
vine worſhip, betwixt himſelf and the Fa- 
ther; but as he uniformly and invariably 
adored the Father himſelf, he has by this his 
example, and in many other ways, directed 
us to adore the Father alone, and no other, 
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SECTION. VI. 


A apoſtles never teach that projer . Was 70 * 
offered to Cbriſi. KS Br: 
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H E apoſtles of Chriſt, who were in- 
truſted by a divine deſignation from him, 
10 reach his dectrine to the world, in their 
diſcourſes and letters to various people of dif- 
ferent nations; which they have left behind 
them, never once deliver any precept con- 
cerning the worſhip of him. or che Aa of 
prayer to him. 

Me have ſeen bao that this was. [mover 
taught, in any ſhape or degree, by Chriſt 
himſelf. But we may go farther, and from 
the filence of his apoſtles, fully conclude, 
that it made no part of his private inſtructions 
to them at any time. For they would never 
have been ſo negligent and unfaithful in what 
ſo immediately. concerned his honour, whom 
they ſo much loved and reverenced, as to 

omit a matter of ſo much moment; and 
therefore we may be ſure that they had no 
commiſſion concerning it, that they knew 
not of any duty or obligation to worſhip and 
pray to their divine Maſter, and had nothing 
of the kind to teach the world. 

We may particularly infer this from his 
laſt farewel direction to his apoſtles; (Matt. 
xxviii. 19. 29. Go ye, and make diſciples of all 

. nations; teaching them to obſerve all things what= 


1 2 1 have ee . For as we ne- 
* ; ver 
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taught by his apaſeles. 85 


ver find that they gave it in command from 
Chriſt, that he was to be worſhiped or pray- 
ed to; we may abſolutely conclude, that they 
never received any ſuch command. So that 
whoever prays to Chriſt, does it without any 
authority from him or his apoſtles. 

But although his apoſtles have not directly 
taught, that their heavenly Maſter was to be 


prayed to and worſhiped ; it has been preſum- 


ed that they have given examples of it in their 
own practice, or ſpoken of it indirectly in 
ſach terms, as ſufficiently to aſcertain it to be 
a chriſtian duty. 

Some might doubt, whether evidence of 


this kind alone would be ſatisfactory, and ſuf- 
ficient to bear 4 man out, in bringing in a new 


Deity, or at leaſt a new object of divine wor- 
ſhip, unſupported by any precept, or direction, 


from Chriſt himſelf. For ſurely his apoſtles. 


ought to have made known the 'one or the 
other to us, to authoriſe ſuch a practice. The 


example and authority of the Maſter, in ſuch 


a caſe, would be above that of the diſciple, 
We.ſhould be apt to ſay; Chriſt never taught 
that himſelf was to be worſhiped; nor do 
his apoſtles ſay, that he ever did ſe teach: it 
is therefore ſafeſt for us to be guided by him. 


But in truth we {hall find, that thers is no 


claſhing between them, in this reſpect. Both 
Chriſt and his apoſtles agree in the fulleſt” 
harmony with each other; that the Father. 
alone is God, and to be worſhiped:” Others 
only have 9 and miſconſtrued 

their words. 0 
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SECTION * 


There is no ſufficient precedent or example of 
Praying to Jeſus Chriſt, recorded in the writ- 
zngs of the New 7. n. 


Org ſuppoſed inflances of religious worſLip 


offered to Chriſt, or implied in the language * 
* concerning bim, in the book of the Acts. 


Ads i i. 24, 25. And they prayed and ſaid; 
Thou, Lord, which knowgſt the hearts of all men, 


(bew, whether of theſe tao thau baſt choſen, that 


be may take part of this miniſtry. and apeſtleſbip. 


To thoſe, who, from their infancy, have 


been acęuſtomed to hear, and to offer prayers 


1 equally to Jeſus Chriſt, as to God himſelf; 


it is eaſy to imagine, that he is the perſon 


intended to be addreſſed, whenever the am- 


biguous uſe of a word, as in the preſent in- 
ſtance, gives a handle to it; and they will be 
the more apt ta catch at ſuch inſtances, to 


© countenance them in their worſhip of Chriſt, 


if they be rarely to be met with. 


The word Lord, K vgies, here uſed, i in the | 
language in which St. Luke wrote, is put in- 
differently for Chriſt, and for other men, as 
well as 1 almighty God himſelf. . Thus 


Joh. xx. ry. Magdalene, after Chriſt's 

death, Locle . the ſepulchre for his body, 
yn to ſome +5 aſked her what ſhe was ſeek- 
ing. 


 Tofhlament, of prayer to Chriftl, By 
ing, a they have taken away my Lord, ro, 
- x#g109 pz and preſently after, ſhe addreſſes a 
perſon whom ſhe took to be the gardener ; 
Lord, Kug but which we have well tranſ- 
lated, Sir, if thou have burne him hence, &c.“ 
Kiga, Lord, was indeed the ordinary term 
of ſalutation and teſpect amongſt them, as Sir 
is with us. It was alſo a common honorary 
appellation of Jeſus Chriſt, which God had 
dignified him with, and confirmed to him, 
Luke ji. 11. Acts ii. 36. It was moreover 
on ſome occaſions, aſſumed by Chriſt himſelf, 
as denoting his dignity and authority from 
God, Joh. xiii. 13. And it was on the ſame 
account, the uſual ſtile of addreſs of his apoſ- 
tles to him, implying their acknowlegement 
of his divine character and office. Bo the 
tetm Ba piour, in the ſcriprores, is fimilarly 
applied to men, to Chriſt, and to God; dat 
in the New Teſtament it is peguliarly ap- 
propriated to Chriſt. 
But to judge of the apoſtles application of 
the word Lerd, in the inſtance before us, 
| whether it be to Chriſt or to God; we ſhould 
put ourſelves i in their place, and recollect that 
they were utter ſtrangers to that polytheiſm 
which gow prog among chriſtians. They 
had no notio we or three diyine as perſons, 
who were each of them God. So far from 
being in the habit of pri ing to divers objects 
of worſfnp, they 4 cdi a horror 


of praying t to any bye Je choyah, - the heavenly 
Father. 
N x - 4 1 They 
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They knew no other God, beſides Jehovah, 
who was the ſearcher of hearts, whatever high 
degree of this knowledge he might have com- 
municated to their maſter Jeſus ;. no other 
that heard, or could hear, the prayers of -his 
creatures . Jeſus:had given them no open or 
ſecret orders to pray to himſelf, If he had 
done this, they would. have been moſt care- 
leſs men, and ungrateful.to him, not to have 
told it to us. We may therefore aſſuredly 
conclude, that it is not to Chriſt, that the 
apoſtles addreſs their prayer at this time, be- 
cauſe they had no authority for it; and we 
cannot ſuppoſe them to have done ſuch a thing 
of themſelves: and alſo, becauſe the language 
they uſe, bon 1b knoweft. the: hearts of all; 
vag Terr! 1s applicable to God only. 
Is there any being, but one, who knows the 
hearts of all? „% „ 4 
RT It af Str ui 350 
Nin 01 * mage 
| WWW 
A ſolemn act of worſhip, in which the 
apoſtles were engaged ſoon after, will give 
farther confirmation to this reaſoning, if any 
can be needed; that Chriſt was not the Lard, 
to whom prayer was now offered. 


Acts iv. 24, &c. And ths aa their 


voice to God with one accard, and ſaid; Lord, 
thou art God, which haſt made beaven ang earth, 
and the ſea, and all that in them is © ue by the 
mouth of thy ſervant Dawid:baſt ſaid ; why did 
the heathen rage, and the" people imagine vain 
0 ; we things? 


T. ftament, of prayer to Chriſt, 89 
things : The kings of the earth flond up, and 
the ru'ers were gathered togetler, againſt the 
Lord, end againſt his Chriſt. Fer of a truth 
againſt thy boly ſervant Feſus, whom thou Laft 
anointed; beth Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 
the gentiles and the people of Tjrael, were gather- 
ed together, jor to do whatever thy hand and 


thy counſel determined before” to be done. And 


neu, Lord, beho'd their threatenings ; and grant 
unto thy ſervants, that with all boldneſs they 
may ſpeak thy word ; by ſtretching forth bins 
bins to heal, and that figns and wonders yo be 
dene by the name of thy boly ſervant Je efus'l” 

The word: child, in our preſent verſion, (a 


very improper term ſurely for the apoſtles to 
have uſed upon ſuch an occalion) is here 


changed into ſervant, which is the true tran- 
lation; for the following reaſons; R T 


1. Servant is the ſignification' of the word 


=; here uſed, univerſally, with very few ex- 
ceptions, in the numerous places in the which 
it is oak: in the Ixx verſion! of the old Teſ- 
ener ˖ 

+ BY The om ll Tai, 10 coat flates fork 


contin he ew Teſtament, in the following 
places, Matth. viii: 6. xiv. 2. Luke i. 54. 
d vii. 7. where. it is ex- 


xii. 45. xv. 26, gi 
plained by 82x, 


* 


3. 1 do not find the word waic put fot 4 
in the New Teſtament; unleſs where the age | 


is ſpecified, or there be ſome other cireum- 
_— to mark, that it is a young perſon that 


is: ſpoken; of; as Matth. i,. 16. Lake ii” | 


43+ viii. 
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43: viii. 51, 54+ But Acts xx, 9, 12, it 


ould be tranſlated, gervant. 


4. But what puts the point paſt all doubt 
is, that in this very prayer, the ſame wor 


is uſed. in ſpeaking of David, verſe 25. 


o d coua ros A Tv vie os rn, zoho by the 


mouth of David thy ſervant haſt ſaid; as is 
1 uſed of Chriſt himſelf, eri roy &Y0p . - 


eyis wado;* and ſurely it ought to have been 
tranſlated, in the latter inſtances, as in the 
former; viz. againſt tby holy ſervant Jeſus, in 
the name of thy holy ſervant Feſur. For te 
ſame reaſons, our engliſh tranſlation ſhould be 
amended. in Acts iii. 1 I» 26. and tun thus 
The God of Abrabam, Iſaac and Facob, the God 
F our Fathers, bath glorified bis ſervant — 
And unto. you firſt, Gad having 2 
ſervant Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you 
Here then, in this 1 the a ales 4. 
dreſs eu Kugu ver. 2 9.) as e forego- 


ing, and they call Jeſus twice his boly ſervant. 


Now what I would infer hence, is, the 
utter improbability that the ſame men * 


a few-wecks before have offered up prayer 
him, whom they now declare to be God's 
ſervant,” as Dayid was; yet moſt juſtly diſs 
tinguiſhing him, as His holy ſervant; in moral 
| excellency, in dignity and a 
highly e, N w and all others of 


Whority from God, 


— mankind. 
And mipfeover, bat mould alter their 
minds in ſo ſhort a ſpace, that they ſhould 
not continue to pray to Jeſus, if "they: had done 
it 


_ - Teſtament, of prayer to Chriſt, 91 
it before ? For what they now aſked, as much 
concerned his religion, and it equally belong- 
ed to his department to haye interpoſed in it, 
as that which was before requeſted, if he had 
had any thing to do with their prayers, if he 
had been the perſon to whom they were ta 
make their ſupplications for any thing. | 


; Acts vii. 59, #200: 
And they ſtoned Stephen, calling upon and ſay» 
ing, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit ! 
I ſee nothing that can be added, or that 
needeth to be added, to what I have ſaid of 
this addreſs of Stephen's, in a former work. 
| Sequel, &. P- 69, &c. | | 
His ſingle example, morepyer, however it be 
| underſtood, can be no precedent for others to 
follow, unſupported by any precept or dirte- 
tion of Chriſt, or the practice of his apoſtles. 
Not long recovered out of a trance, in which 
1 had ſeen the heavens opened, and the ſon of 
man ſtanding at the right hand of God: in 
ſuch a ſituation, my imagination heated with 
the animating viſionary ſcene, and ruffled and 
agitated by the ill uſage of the murdering tuf- 
+ fans, in whoſehands I was; I might ps 
have done, as Stephen did. But waking, and 
with cool reflection, my New Teſtament 
opened before me, where I beheld Jeſus ever 
praying himſelf to the Father, invariably di- 
recting thoſe about him ſo to do, and never 
5 in 
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in the moſt diſtant! manner intimating, that 
himſelf was the object of prayer; where too 
J obſerved his apoſtles, who were commiſ- 
ſioned to teach his religion to the world, con- 
ſtantly praying to God, and not to their Maſ- 
ter Jeſus, and never inſtructing men to pray 
to any but God; I could ſurely never have any 
inducement to pray to any but the common 
God and Father, of ſeſus, and of all mankind. 
I know that Lutner, and many other wiſe and 
good men, have adopted thoſe words of Ste- 
phen, in their laſt moments; Lord Jeſus, 
receive my ſpirit! And Socinus, that chriſ- 
tian Reformer, in many reſpects more enligh- 
tened than Luther himſelf, might and pro- 
bably did thus recommend his ſpirit to Chriſt, 
at leaving the world, conſonantly with his 
firm perſuaſion, that Jeſus, though a mere 
man, might be prayed to: For it is related 


of his pious daughter, that ſhe expired, com 


mending her ſpirit to the Saviour (a). But 
the authority of jeſus and his apoſtles is to be 
preferred. Theſe excellent perſons, in pray- 

ing to Jeſus, prayed to one, who never told 
them to pray to him, or that he could bear 
their prayers. They ſhould have prayed ac- 

cording to his direction, to God. who could 


both hear, and help them. And his oπn e- 
ample is ſafeſt to be followed in that dark 


hour, and at all hours; Father, into thy hands 


I commend my ſpiriu! Luke xxiii. 46. 


„a) Toulmin's Memoirs, page 15. 
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Acts ix. 14. 21. And here be hath aut bo- 
rity from the chief” prieſt to bind all that call 


on thy name. 
4 nct this, he wohich defreed, them that called 


on this name in Zeruſalem? | 
In the. firſt of theſe, paſſages, a certain diſ- 


ciple called Ananias, is, introduced ſpeaking ' 


to Chriſt ; who had appeared in a viſion to 
him. The latter, contains a queſtion aſked by 
ſome je wih chriſtians. The deſign of both, 


is evidently to, point out Saul, (who, after= 


wards. too the name of Paul, ) as 4 perſecutor 
of the followers;of Jeſus. The 'otily difficulty 
is in the language, whereby St. Luke defines 


theſe followers of Jeſus; namely, perſons who. 


called upon his, name; as it is in our engliſh 
e en F rom which, Hole who examine 


my that i is the, uſyal = the opolen 175 the 


£24 #4 


phraſe calling upon ts name, with us. 
11 There, are two circumſtances which, afford 

a ſtrpng ien ee that this Fannat be t 

tiue meaning of the phrafe, . 
. For, firſt, it is not a true deſcription of 
riffians,: at "that time, that they were wen, 
ho in this ſenſe called upen che name of Ghrift 

prayed to him. Becauſe, as we, haye ſhewa 
> Chriſt, Never Enjoined bidſelk to 1 
ayed to; but prayed himſelf to the heavenly 
e and. directed his; ; diſciples to pray to 
therefore, if any did it, it muſt 


have, Ren of themſelves, without apy leave 
O 
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br authority from him. And his apoſtles, in 
agreement with him, - never taught that men 
were to offer prayer to their divine Mafter je- 
ſus ; nor ever prayed to him themfelves. St. 
Luke therefore, upon this face of things; can- 
not be fuppofed to repreſent chriſtians under 
the denomination of worſhipers of Chriſt ; 
men who prayed to him. For this would fix 
a degree of negligence, and ignorance of the 
goſpel upon him, which is not to be imputed 
to fo accurate and well - informed a writer. 
2. Calling upon the name of n 
was riot the crime for which theſe men 
were perſecuted; was not that which excited 
againſt them, the chief prieſts, and fach warm 
zealots for the law, as Saul was at that time. 
Let chem have worſhiped Chriſt, of prayed 
to him ever ſo much, it would not have raiſed 
their fpleen; they would never have been 
offended with them, or have diſturbed them 
for it. But it was their ſpeaking boldly in the 
name of the Lord Feſus, (as it is expreſſed in 
this chapter a little lower, ver. 29.) with a 
view to convert their countrymen to acknow- 
lege his name, or authority from God ; that 
gave offence. In ſhort, it was openly ac« 
Lnenitiging and publiſhing that Jeſus was the 
Meſſiah; and profeſſing themſelves to be 
followers of this crucified Saviour ; that ſo in- 
eenfed the rulers of their country againſt them, 
as men that intended 7o bring bis blood 22 
them ; (Acts v. 38.) which is the very ale. 
gation of theſe rulers againſt them. 80 that - 
* 


Teament, of proper to Chrits gs 
they did not fotbid the apoſtles, to pray; but 
to ſpeak or teach in the name of Jeſus; (Acts 
iv. 17, 18. v. 28, 40, 41.) i. e. to endeavour 
to make men his diſciples. "af 
Thus it is ſeen to be a thing quite impro- 
bable, that St. Luke ſhould in this place, or 
at any other time; denominate chriſtians by 
the title of worſhipers of Chriſt, or offerers 
up of prayer to him. Since he never informs 
us any where, that, Chriſt enjoined it; nor 
ives us cauſe to coriclude, that he ever praycd 
* himfelf, or knew of any that did pray 


Our next inquiry will be into the meanin | 
of the phraſe, ETIKANE PAC) To, o in the 3 2 
nal; as St. Luke here defines chriſtians to b 
men, tri αννẽ,õ-co 0v0fac TE—T0 0v044% rar. 5 
It is without all doubt ſometimes to be ren - 
dered actively, calling upon the name, &c. 
and then it is uſed in the middle voice: 
as for example, Acts xxii. 16.—ariſe, and be 
baptiſed; and waſh away thy ſins, calling on the 
name of the Load —rriuah: af ro 00148 Ts Kugel- 
2. e. (a) offering up thy prayer to Almighty 
(a) Grotius, upon this paſſage, having mentioned 
that fome M. SS. and the Syriac verſion, read here, calling 
upon his name—obſerves farther upon it; Id alii ad 7eſum 
Feferunt : ego rectius ad Deum Pairem. Szpe enim de- 
monſtratiya ct relativa reſpiciunt aliquid remotius. Cur 
ita cenſeam, cauſam vide in iis, quæ diximus-at Matth, 
Xxviii, 19. ubi agimus de precibus in baptiſmo. 
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God, which was the. practice in the earliefk 
ages, when any were baptiſed. . 
But in the two inſtances before us, , 

is uſed in the paſſive ſignification; and the 
right tranſlation will. be—bere be hath au- 
therity from the chief prieſts: to bind all that are 
called by thy name. I not this be which do- 
*, Froyed them who are called by this name in Je- 
The language is elliptical ; and probably 
to be ſupplied. by the prepoſition ar. OF 
which we have continual inſtances in profane 
authors. Nor are they wanting in the New 
Teſtament. Thus Matth. xvi. 26. rw bx 
urs Enpercby : and Luke xi. 47. daęn otra. TONAQ, 

A learned friend and good critic, has ob- 

ſerved in ſupport of this conſtruction and in- 
terpretation (a); He would give no forced 
interpretation to the. expreflion, who ſhould 

p tran: te 765 erixanuperss ro 0v0pugy , | Acts ix. 14. 
and roig S νν,ỹi1g ro oοονν Wu npatoy Inox ves, 

1 Cor. i. 2. thoſe whorare called or ſurnamed 

after thy name; thoſe who are called after 

the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This is 

no uncommon conſtruction of greek paſſive 
verbs, and is to the full as grammatical, as 
(Iz9z10;) emicev)noay ra N TY ber. Rom. iii. | 2. 

or oixoyopurcy r S. I "TDE IN: PO ; 

It may be remarked, -in farther-ſupport of 
this conſtruction, that Patrick, Le Clerc, 
Calmet, with many other commentators of 
-: (4) Objections to Mr. Lindſey's interpretation of the 
four firſt verſes of St. John's goſpel, p. 60. 
| e eee 11 
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note, prefer that tranſlation of Geneſis iv. 26. 
which makes it; then began men lo be called by 
the name of the Lord ; and not, as we render 
it, then began men to.call upon the name of the 
Lord. The marginal tranſlation of our eng- 
liſh bibles, which is generally to be preferred, 
gives us, then began men lo call themſelves by the 


Name of tbe Lord, The Ixx reads, arg n 
ne ro o, Ts Kupis, hs 5 


This interpretation, and manner of charac- 
teriſing the followers of Chriſt, as perſons 
called. by hit name, is countenance and con- 
firmed by ſimilar examples, which we meet 
with in the apoſtles' writings, conveyed indeed 
in different words, but exactly of the fame 
import; which ſheweth, that it was a mode 
of deſcription very familiar to them. 


Thus, 2 Tim. ii. 19. arognTw and * 72 rag 


o ovopuniuy Te ovofec News" let every one that nametb 
the name of Cbriſt, which anſwers to let every 
one that is called by the name of Chriſt, d part 
from iniquity. And Rom. XV. 20. @iAoTiþpsprercy 
| evayyiriCerIaiy ax o ovοναα ] 0 XS: 1 have Arived 
70 preach the goſpel, not where Chriſt was named; 
i. e. not where there were any called by the 
name of Chriſt, where there were chriſtians 
already. And James i 11. Jo 2% ur CAgopnuers 70 
X&A0v οοον³W ' TO £74xAndv e v do at they blaſ- 
pheme that bonourable name hy which, ye are 
IT Lb n 5 
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| Db. 1: n. 

Paul, called to be an apoſtle of Feſus Chrijt, 
through the will of God, and Soſthenes our bro- 
ther; unto the church of God, which is at Corinth, 

to them that are ſanctiſed in Chriſt Jeſus, called 

to be faints, with all that in every place call 

upon the name of Feſus Chriſt, our Lord; both 
therr's and our's, W.. 

In the original, the laſt 'glauſe ſtands thus: 
b T&Cs rie ETIX&Mzprvers To on Te Kugiz nuwy Ince 
Xlr, & Tr rer, fr TE HOU WAWV, 'The lan- 
guage is the ſame with that which we have 
juſt now been diſcuſſing, (in Acts ix. 14. 21.) 
and is to be alike tranſlated here, yiz.—wzh 
all that in every place are called by the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both their's and our s; 
or, our common Lord. For the apoſtle ma- 
nifeſtly uſes it as a periphraſis for chriſtians, 
ſynonymous with ſeveral others, at the ſame 
time introduced by him. by 

And moreover, for many of the reaſons 
above afligned with reſpect to St. Luke, our 
apoſtle cannot be ſuppoſed here to define 
chriſtians, as a ſect who offered up prayer to 
Jeſus Chriſt ; becauſe he has no where made 
this their diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic; but 
quite the reverſe. For he has no where taught 

that prayer was to be offered to Chriſt by his 
followers. He has given no inſtance of him- 
ſelf or others praying to him, except one or 
two very ambiguous ones at beſt, I _—_— 
2 | | rather 
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rather have ſaid, ſuch as are either in truth 
no addreſſes at all to Chriſt, but to God; or, 
if to Chriſt, ſuch as by no means argue him 
to be the object of prayer, or are precedents 
for others to follow. | 


The apoſtles ſalutations at the be ginning 
and ending of their epiſtles, have. ben! ima- 
gined by ſome = to favour the doctrine 
of praying to Chriſt. I ſhall produce the dif- 
ferent ſamples of each, from . we ſhall 
beſt he able to judge of the intent of the writers, 


Greetings at the beginning of the epiſtles, 


— 
— — — 


Rom. 1. 7. 1 Cor. i. 3. &c. &c. &c. Grace 
be to you, and peace, from G our Father, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

1 Tim. i. 2. Grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God our F. ather, and Chrift Jeſus our Lord. 

2 Pet. i. 2. Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you, through the 1 of God, and of 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 

2 Joh. ver. 3. Grace be with you, mercy and 
peace from God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the fon of the Father, in -<p4 
and lave. 

Jude, ver. 2. Mercy unto you, ond peace, ard 
love, be multiplied. 

Revelat. i. 4. Grace be unto you, ond peace, 

| from him who is, and who was, and who is to 
H 2 come; 
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come 3 and from the! ſeven ſpirits which are 55 
fare his throne, and . Jeſus _ the fat th- 
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Farewel-ſalutations at the end of the epiſtles. 


3x. 


Rom. xv. 35. The God of peace be with you all. 
vi. 24. The grace of our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt be with you all. 

1 Cor. xvi. 23, 24. The grace of our Lord 
Fofus Chrift be with you, My love be with you 
all in Cbriſt Fefus. 7 

2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the boly Spirit, be with you all. 

Gal. vi. 18. Brethren, the grace of our Lord 
Feſus wo be with your ſpirit. 

Eph.-vi. 23, 24. Peace be to the brethren, 
and love with faith from God the Father, - and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſty 

Coloſſ. iv. 18. Grace be with you. 

1 Tim. vi. 21. Grace be with thee. 

2 Tim. iv. 22. The Lord Feſus Chriſt be 
with tby ſpirit, Grace be with you. 

Titus iii. 15. Grace be with you all. 
Philem. ver. 25. The grace of our Lord 
Fe efus Chrift be with your ſpirit. 

I Pet. v. 14. Peace be with you all that are 
| in Wera Jeſus. 
Joh. ver. 14. . be to thee. 

f men had not been diſpoſed beforehand, 
through the foree.and tinge of former preju- 
dices, to multiply to themſelves objects of 

worſhip, 
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Teſtament, of prayers to Chrift, 101 
worſhip, they never would have eſpied any 
thing in theſe forms of ſalutations, in which 
Chriſt is named, to countenance their offer» 
ing up prayer to him. For they are not 
wiſhes for any thing directly to be receiv- 

ed from him; but each of them contains a a 
general wiſh of all the bleſſings of the goſ- 
pel, couched in the moſt conciſe manner, as 
is the uſual method of epiſtolary writings. 
In ſhort, they are imperfect kinds of prayer, 
which require in ſome ſuch way as this, to be 
made out and compleated. Thus, Grace be 
to you, and peace, from God the Father, and 
from our Lord Feſus Chriſt, would have been, 
if written more at length; © I pray God to 
grant, that ye may be partakers of that grace, 
(favour) and peace, (perfect happineſs) which 
he, the Father of all, has beſtowed on us by Je- 
ſus Chriſt.” In the ſame way, that va ledictory 
ſalutation, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. is to be ſupplied. 
The grace f the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love 

of God, and the communion' of the holy ſpirit; be 
with you all: i. e. I pray God that ye may 
be all partakers of the favour, which his love 
has beſtowed upon us by Jeſus Chriſt, and that 
ye may ſhare in the extraordinary gifts, and 
all needful affiſtance of his holy ſpirit. In like 
manner, 2 Tim. iv. 22. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt be with thy ſpirit. Grace be with you ; 
if written more fully, would have been; * 

pray God, that the gracious motives of the 

goſpel may be thy guide and ſupport, and that. 
the divine favour made known to us by Chriſt 

may belong to you all.” 

H 3 The 
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toz No ſufficient example, in the New 
- The Lord Feſus Chriſt, in this laſt inſtance; 
is put for his goſpel; the doctrine which he 
delivered from God to men, which is capable 
of affording the higheſt comfort here, and 
qualifies them for a virtuous happineſs with 
God for ever. It is a frequent way of ſpeak- 
ing with our apoſtle. Eph. iii. 17. He tells 
the perſons to whom he writes, that he prays 
for them, that Chriſt may dwell in their hearts 
by faith : every one muſt perceive that he 
means his holy doctrine, not Chrift himſelf. 
The ſame is fignified, in like manner, a little 
lower, in the ſame epiſtle, where he ſays, iv. 
20. Ye have not jo learned Chriſt. So allo, 
Philip. iv. 13. 7 can do all things thro Chriſt 
which ſtrengtheneth me: not Chriſt himſelf 
acting upon him, but the powerful motives 
of the goſpel. See alſo, Hebr. xiii. 8. It is 
_ likewiſe 3 countenanced and uſed 
by our Saviour himſelf. Joh. xii. 32. a lit- 
tle.before his death, Muding to the happy 
conſequences of it to the world, he ſays, And 
J. (a) when I ſhall be lifted up, (i. e. on the 
croſs) will draw all men unto me. He ſpeaks 
here not of any agency of his own, but of the 
effects of his goſpel ; by which many would be 
induced to become his diſciples, Bp. Pearce 
paraphraſes this latter clauſe * 1 will by the 
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(a) Not if 1 be lifted up, as our tranſlation has it, as 
though. it were a doubtful event, xayw :&y viwhu tx T1; 
ns but cab here is when, as is tranflated, 1 John iii. 2. 
 019ajuey dt ors ray paveew)n, we know that when he ſhall 

appear. | | * 
goſpel 


goſpel convert multitudes, and bring them 
into my kingdom,” 
Perhaps by putting a. ſimilar example, it 
will ail e more eaſily be ſeen, that theſe forms 
of writing, can by no means be conſidered 
in the light of addreſſes by prayer to Chriſt. 
It has — the opinion of ſome learned men 
among chriſtians, as it had been of ſome jewiſh 
writers, that Moſes, like Enoch, was tranſ- 
lated to heaven without ſeeing death,. Let 
us then only ſuppoſe this to be true, which 
1 do not. affirm ; and that Joſhua, Moſes's 
ſucceſſor, inſtead of that. fine exhortation to 
his countrymen before his death, (Joſh. xxiii,) 


ſhould have written an epiſtle to the Iſraelites, 


and prefaced it thus; Mercy and peace be 
Zo hau, from Jebovab our "God, and Moſes our 
Deliverer. Would any. have thence con- 
cluded, that the man Moles was to be prayed 
to and worſhiped as God? I ſuppoſe not, 


'They would uk taken it only, as, a pious 


wiſh, or prayer of the good old man for them, 
to God, that they might enjoy the. bleſſings 
he had promiſed them. by Moles, Why then 
conclude. N thing. more intended Bere A 


of doxologies 1 to Ye efus Cbrj in 
the 12 gi * 

It was. natural for the apoſtles and. firſt 
Ed of the goſpel, who had ſeen and 


nown their lord Sod maſter Jeſus, and been 
4 {0- 
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toh No ſufficient example, in the New 

{6 highly preferred, and diſtinguiſhed by him; 
to be continually making mention of him, 
and ſtriving to bring all perfons.<qually with 
themſelves; to love and 'reverence him, as 


above all others, and next to the heavenly 


Father, deſerving the gratitude, veneration 
and eſtetm of the whole human race. They 
could ſeldom ſpeak, or think of God, but the 
loved and honoured name of Jeſus would oc- 
cur, and became affociated with it, as the in- 


, YERES 


Was not ſuffered to remain among the dead, 


like the teſt of mankind, but was ſpeedily 


reſtored to life, and advanced in the near 
—— and favour of God; they did not 
hink this intitled him, or put him in a capa- 
city to hear their prayers. For we never meet 
with any prayer, or adqreſs made by them to 
him; after he had left this lower world, un- 
leſs When he was repteſented in a viſion as 
preſent, Which was the caſe of Paul and Ana- 
nias. Acts ix. 4, 5, 6, 10, 15. xxii 17, 21. 
And ſornething of the ſame kind may well be 
preſumed; as has been ſhewn, in reſpeCt of 
Stephen. Acts vii. 59. The like may be ſaid 
of that emblematic deſoriptiom of the homage 


due to this glorious and innocent ſufferer, in 


the cauſe of truth, and of God; Revel. iv. 8, 


.9, 10, Kc. The four living creatures, and the 
Jour an twenty elders, fell down before the 


by 


Jeſtament, of prayer to Chriſt, 10x 
Lomb, having every one of them harps, and 
golden vials, full of odours, which are the prayers 
of the ſaints. And they Jung a New ſong, ſay- 
ing; Thou art worthy to take the book, and t6 
open the ſeals thereof : for thou waſt lain, and 

aſt redeemed us to God by thy bliad, out of every 
Rmared, and tongue, and people, and nation; 


and boaſt made us unto our God, kings and 


prieſts, & . - 
His diſciples indeed, and others oftentimes 
worſhiped him their lord and maſter, when he 


was alive and with them upon earth; yet it 


was not with a divine teligious worſhip, but 
ſuch as was uſually paid to perſons of hiph 
Ration and ſuperiour wotth ; as the ſervant, 
(Matth. xviti. 26.) fell down and worſhiped his 
lord, and king Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. ii. 48.) 
fell upon his face, and worſhiped Daniel. 

But it muſt be owing to a very confuſe 


and indiſtinct way of thinking, when' from 


the worſhip paid to Chriſt on fuch occaſions, 
and in ſuch circumſtances, as thoſe above- 
mentioned, it is inferred, that he is to be wor- 
ſhiped and prayed to at all times. It is the 
like abſurdity, as it would have been for an 
Iſraelite to have maintained. that they were to 
Pay religious worſhip to David their king, 
cauſe in one place it was written; And all 
the congregation-bleſſ-d the LORD (Jehovah) 
the God of their fathers, and bowed down their 
heads, and worſhiped the LO R D (Jehovah) 
und the king (David). 1 Chron, xxix. 20. 


The 
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106 Ne ſufficient example, in the New 
The true concluſion to be drawn from the 
conduct of the apoſtles in this matter, is, that 
they had no conception of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
knowing their thoughts, or hearing their pray- 
ers, unleſs when upon ſome extraordinary c- 
caſions it was given to him, and he was per- 
mitted to mani himſelf as preſent with them. 

If the preſent be the reading of that per- 
plexed paſſage, Revel. i. 4, 5, 6; whoever 
has that love and veneration, which will ever 
be due to.the bleſſed Jeſus, cannot heſitate in 
admitting the latter clauſe in it, as a doxology 
to him, viz. Unto him that hath loved us, and 
wwaſbed us, from our. fins in his «wn blood, and 
bath made: us kings. and prieſts unto God and bis 
Father ; to him be glory. and dominion for ever 

But this, and that other, 2 Peter iii. 18. 
To him be glory both now and far ever; are the 
only doxologies applied to Chriſt in the New 
Teltament. ng they are to be interpreted 
in the fame way with the ſalutations from 
Chriſt, treated of in the foregoing chapter; 
22, 2; brief and ſummary form of prayer, in 
which God is underſtood to be addreſſed, fo 
to direct and oyerrule: the affairs of the world, 
to. do bonour to. Jeſus, that all men may re- 
deive his goſpel, and be made virtuous, and 
happy: for ever, by it 
2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. For this king I beſought 
the Lord thrice, Ar it might beef e 


Teftament, ef prayer to Chriſt. 107 


And he ſaid unto me; My grace is ſuſtcient for 
thee : for my firength is made perfect in weaks 
neſs. Moft gladly therefore will J rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may 
reſt upon mne. 

- To know whom our apoſtle here addreſſes 
himſelf to, we muſt conſider the whole of 
the hiſtory with which it is connected. 

It was St. Paul's fate, as of his great maſ- 
ter before him, to be ill uſed and oppoſed by 
many of thoſe whom he ſought to ſerve and 
to ſave. In the church, or chriſtian ſociety 
at Corinth, which he himſelf had firſt plant- 
ed, there ſprung up a party adverſe to him; 
conſiſting .moſtly of jewiſh members, who 
were diſpleaſed that he did not require. the 
heathen converts to conform to the law of 
Moſes. They therefore endeavoured to de- 
preciate his character, as ignorant of the ehriſ- 


tian doctrine, and as one who had thruſt him- 


ſelf uncalled, into the office of an apoſtle, 
And to them were joined ſome of the heathen 
converts themſelves; who were diſſatisfied with 
our apoſtle, for his want of that eloquence, 
which they had been uſed to; and for ſetting 
no value on their falſe philoſophy, which they 
had already begun to mix with the doctrines 
of the goſpel. This conſtrained him unwil- 
lingly to make mention of himſelf, of his 
diſintereſted labours, and ſufferings for the 
truth, and of the extraordinary marks of the 
divine approbation, which he had received, 
in the wonderful revelations that had en 
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 vouchfafed to him. And yet he modeſtly 


checks himſelf, as if he had gone too far, in 
barely hinting at ſuch things in his own com- 


mendation; and therefore tells them; that 


though ſome of them might deſpiſe him for 
it, he was not leſs thankful for a viſitation of 
another kind, a bodily infirmity, which he 
calls a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of Satan; 
with which he had been afflicted by divine 


rovidence ; and which he looked upon as not 
libre than neceſſary, to keep him humble, in 


the midſt of ſuch extraordinary favours from 


heaven. And it is ingeniouſly conjectured (a), 
that this infirmity was ſome paralytic diſorder, 
and'the natural conſequence of the ſplendour 


df thoſe divine viſions, with which he had 


been favoured, too great for the mortal frame 
to ſuſtain unhurt; which had affected his 
countenance and organs of ſpeech. (See and 


compare Gal. iv: T3, 14. 1 Cor. ii. 3. 2 


Cor. x. 10. MM | 
This could not but be a great affliction to 
him; but chiefly as he might apprehend it 
would hinder his ſucceſs in preaching, and 
ſpreading tHe goſpel of divine truth: for which 
only he deſired to live. He therefore natu- 
rally turned himſelf for relief, to the almighty 
being, to the L ORD, Jehovah, the God of 
his fathers, the Maker and Governour of the 
world. He had been accuſtomed to pray to 
no other from his youth. His divine Maſter 
(a) Farmer, on the Demoniacs of the New Teſta- 
ment, page 18, 19. neee 
8 Jeſus 


Tefament, of prayer to Chriſt. 10g 
Jeſus had not taught, or commanded to pray 
to any other; much leſs to pray to himſelf. 
And in beſeeching the Lord thrice, he ſeems to 
have had in his eye the example of the holy 
Jeſus, in his diſtreſs of ſpirit, the night be- 
fore he ſuffered ; when he 1s recorded, three 
ſeveral | times, with deep earneſtneſs, to have 
prayed to the heavenly Father, and was beard, 
(Heb. v. 7.) for bis piety, an angel from bea- 
ven being ſent to ſtrengthen him. Luke xxii. 
43. His faithful apoſtle alſo was aſſured of the 
favourable acceptance of his prayers, in' the 
hke miraculous ſort, by a voice from heaven ; 
or in what ever way ſoever were conveyed to 
him, thoſe words, which he here repeats ; 

viz, My grace is ſufficient for thee. q. d. © It 
is ſufficient for you, that you are aſſured of 
my favour and protection. Only do your duty, 
and leave the reſt to me. For my ſtrength, 
dovaurcy is made perfect in weakneſs.” (a) i. e. 
the extraordinary divine powers which will be 
occaſionally continued to you, for the confir- 
mation of the truth, will be more conſpicu- 
ous during your preſent bodily indiſpoſition. 
For whilſt you are able to heal others, but 
not to heal yourſelf ; it will be more evident 
that you act by a power not your own, nor 
under your own direction; but from God only. 

-'] have explained this prayer, as being offered 
to God alone: that he is be Lord, to whom the 
pious apoſtle had recourſe. But ſome are in- 
e () The term, Jduvapis, in the New Teſtament, is com- 
monly uſed to ſignify miraculous works and powers. 
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110 No ſufficient example, in the New 

duced by an expreſſion that follows, to ima- 
gine that he prayed to Chriſt ; becauſe he 
calls the affiſtance now promiſed to him, tie 
power of Chriſt. 15 
But there appears to me no ſufficient ground 
for this interpretation. For the power of Cbriſt 
may, very properly, and agreeably with the 


- uſual ſtile of the New Teſtament, ſignify the 


power of God, diſplayed in ſupport of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt; and not the act of Chriſt himſelf, 
Thus he ſays to his diſciples ; Luke xxi. 


14. 15. Settle it therefore in your hearts, nat 


to meditate before, what ye ſball anfiver. For 
J wwill grue you a mauth, or wiſdom, which all 


your adverſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay, or 


reit. But he thus expreſſes the ſame promiſe; 
Matth. x. 19, 20. ben they deliver you up, 
he not anxious how, or what ye ſball ſpeak, For 
it is not ye that ſpeak ; but the ſpirit of your 
Father, that ſpeaketh in you. And Mark xiii, 
11. it it not ye that ſpeak ; but the holy ſpirit. 
Hence we learn that Chriſt does any thing; 
it may be ſaid to be effected by his power; 
when it, is done by the ſpirit, or power of 
God, in fulfilment, of Chriſt's promiſe, 

So he tells them, Joh. xiv. 13, 14. Mbat- 


foever ye fhail aſe in my name, that will I don 
if ye ſhall aſt any thing in my name, I will da 
11. But a little after in the ſame farewel - con- 
verſation with his diſciples, he adds; xvi. 23. 
In that day ye ball aſk me natbing. Verity, 
verily, 1 ſay unto you; whatſoever ye ſhall aſe 
the Father in my name, be will give it au. 

28 | Obſerve 


Teſtament, of prayer to Chriſt, 11 1 
Obſerve here alſo; that when Chriſt ſaid, 


that at his diſciples' requeſt, he would cauſe 
miraculous works to be done in confirmation 


of the goſpel ; (for theſe are the things which 
he here ſpeaks of, which they were to afk in 
his name) he explains himſelf, that he did 
not thereby mean that he himſelf ſhould do 
the works, but his heavenly Father: who 
would realize this bis promiſe to chem. 

In like manner, in his laſt diſcourſe with 
his diſciples, which principally turns upon 
the miraculous power for the propagation and 
ſupport of the goſpel, which would be be- 

ſtowed upon them; which power he diſtin- 
guiſhes, by the names of the Comforter, (or 
rather, the Advocate), the Spirit ꝙ truth, the 
Holy Spirit; and ſpeaks of it as a Divine'Per- 
fon ; he ſays, John xvi. 8. I will ſend him 
unto you xvi. 26. mm I will fend unto you 
from the Father. And Peter, with the other 
apoſtles, preaching to the jews, concerning 
this holy ſpirit, or miraculous power, on the 
very day of Pentecoſt, hen it was firſt given 
to the apoſtles, tells them; Acts ii. 33; chat 
Teſus, having received of the Father, the pro- 
miſe of the holy — hath ſhed forth this (di- 
vine power of ſpeaking- divers languages), 
hich ye mow ſee and benr. 

But Chrift himſelf alſo-fays, John xiv. ey 
T will pray the Father, and nr will give 


another comforter, And vor. 263 the — 5 
ter, which is the boly ſpirit, vbom Tue FATHER 


will ſend in my name. 5 
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112 No ſufficient example, in the New 
So then, according to this his own moſt 
expreſs interpretation, when Chriſt ſpoke, of 
his ſending this divine power to his followers, 
he did not thereby intend to- ſignify any act 
of his own: but it was ſpoken by him, in the 
name of God, as his prophet, and ſent by him 
to ſignify, that God himſelf would ſurely ac- 
compliſn that which he had promiſed in his 
name. And this we ſhewed above, Was 3 
yery uſual form of ſpeech with God's former 
meſſengers, the ancient prophets. 5 
From all theſe inſtances, we are led to con- 
clude, that the power of Cbriſt, in the paſſage 
under conſideration, due v X, the pow- 
er of doing miraculous works in confirmation 
of the goſpel; which was here promiſed to 
the apoſtle Paul, in anſwer to his prayer; 
was not any thing to be directly and imme- 
diately derived from Chriſt; but from God, 
in fulfilment of his gracious promiſes by 
Chriſt, and for the ſupport of ' his' doctrine : 
and therefore no - concluſion can hence be 
formed, that Chriſt was the Lord, whom 
Paul beſought or prayed to, at this time, 
The like interpretation is to he made of that 
power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which St. Paul 
ſpeaks of 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. In the name gf our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when- ye are gathered tage- 
ther, and my ſpirit, with the power of our Lord 


Jeſus Chrift ; to deliver ſuch an one unto Satan, 
; 9-2 1" 0 ns We TE 
95 1 | 
1 


"Teſtament, of prayer to Chriſt 13 
far the deftruttion of the fl ſb, that tbe ſpirit : 


be ſaved in the day of the Lora Feſus. 
e have here an example of the diſcipline 


and practice of chriſtian ſocieties or churches, 
in the apoſtolic times, fourided on that in- 
junction and promiſe made by Chriſt to his 
apoſtles, in the name of Almighty God ; 
(Matth. xvii. 19, 20.) Again 1 jay unto you; 
that if two of you ſhall agree on (arth, as 
toucbing any thing that they ſhall aſe, it ſhall 
| be done for them of my Father, which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered 
together in iny name, there am I in the midſt 
of them. 
. . - Amidſt that variety of a works, 
by which the truth of the goſpel was at firſt 
= eee it pleaſed the divine providence 
ſometimes to interpoſe for the immediate pu- 
niſhment of ſcandalous offenders amongſt it's 
profeſſors. This ſcems to have been wiſcly 
ordered; to deter bad men from adjoining 
themſelves to the followers of Chriit ; and to 
prevent any immoral practices among them- 
ſelves, which might have brought undeſerved 
diſcredit on the truth of God in thoſe early 
times, and-hindered its reception in the world. 
But this power of "inflicting puniſhment on 
ſach perſons, was not a thing to be exerciſed 
at the diſcretion of private chriſtians; no not 
even the apoſtles themſelves. Nor indeed 
were any miraculous powers at their abſolute. 
command, to be uſed as they pleaſed ;. but 
N when they had an direc- 
ton 


"ID 


114 No ſufficient example, in the New 
tion for it. And this ſeems to have been ge⸗ 
nerally ſignified to them, by fome impulſe 
made in their minds, in their prayers to God; 
y which it was made known to them, that 
ſuch a power in, a particular inſtance, would 
he given them. his, the apoſtle James, 
ſpeaking of the actual exerciſe of it, calls 
(V. 15.) he prayer of faith, And our Saviour 
himſelf refers to it, in his exhortation to his 
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diſciples, Mark xi. 22, 23, 24. De, RAW 
This extraordinary power, in the, preſent, 
inſtance, to be uſed for the purpoſe, of chriſ- 
tian diſcipline; is that which St. Paul is here 


treating of, and directing the proceſs, (a) how. 
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dini 15 it 
(a) The procefs, according to the apoſtles“ direction, 
was as follows. When the ſociety was aſſembled for 
chriſtian worſhip, they were to offer up prayer, in a ſo- 
lemn manner, to Almighty God; and beſeech him, that 
if che perſoti, openly, and ſcandalouſly,offending, could 
not otherwiſe be prevailed upon to quit his evil practices; 
that it-would pleaſe him, the merciful Father of his erta- 
tures, to viſit him with ſuch ſeverer diſpenſations, as he 
ſhould ſee to be effectual, to bring him to a penitent ſenſe 
of his crime, and to forſake it; that he might not finally 
periſn To deliver fuch an one unto Satan, for the deſtruc- 
* Fe feſh that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the” 
Ord Teſus. ; 17 das 250014 
This preſent. puniſhment of wicked chriſtians, by the 
extraordmary power of God, was of courſe confined to that 
firſt period of the goſpel, when alone ſuch extraordinary 
divine interpoſition took place. It is here ſtiled, the dali- 
vering a man unto Satan, for the puniſhment of the fleſh ; 
according to the popular language, (So Satan is ſaid. to 
have' entered Into Fudas, Luke TY and the vulgar no- 
tion, that a good God:could not be the author of pam and 
ſuffering: but that it procceded from a Being wholly Th 
"3 EN , an 
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it was to be exerciſed upon one of the ſoriety,; 
who had been guilty of a great (a) enormity, 
and diſpoſed to and, delighting in nothing but evil; who 
had power to draw -iinfiocent creatures to ſin, and ta in- 
fit diſeafes and miſery on them. But à ſounder -philoſo- 
phy and more exact inquiry into facts, and into the ſyſ- 
tem to Which e belong, has diſcovered to unprejudiced, 
minds, that there are no traces or appearances of any ſuch 
evil being in the world of nature around us; but that 
there is à general benevolent deſign, manifeſt throughout 
all things, even in thoſe that at firſt ſight appear evil and 
miſchievous; and the whole univerſe is not unworthy of 
2 Being perfectly good. And it might be ſhewn, that. 
the ſacred writings, which reveal to us the mind and will 
of God, and the methods of his government, fall h with 
this amiable character of the great creator, and of his viſi- 
ble works $ and, moreover, that they give no juſt countes, 
nance to the belief of any ſuch evil being really exiſting,” 
whom we call ih Devil ot Satan: but that when ſuch 4 
being is named; as he ſometimes is named; the ſacred. 
writers dſe the term in conformity to the ignorance and 
prejudices of the times in which they reſpectively lived, | 
Thus for inſtance, Chrift and his apoſtles, uſe the com- 
mon language of the times, in ſpeaking of ſome particu- 
lar diſeaſes, as if they were owing to devils, or dæmons, 
as it ſhould bet anſlated, i. e. the ſpirits of the dead, poſ- 
ſefling men's bodies, and tormenting them, although there 
ver was any ſuch. thing as theſe poſſeſſions. But the 
whole took its riſe from the idolatty and ſuperſtition: of 
the heathens, who believed their deities, which had been 
formerly men, | upiter, Apollo, &c. to be inveſted with 
ſuch powers, after deatn. | 
(a] Tt was à man's living in inceftuous commerce with 
his father's wife; hot while ſhe was his father's wifez;for 
then the apeſtle would have called it adulteryy and not 
fornication ; but after ſhe had divorced herſelf from him. 
This St. Paul ſays, was a crime that was not even amofig 
the getitiles; i. e. thoſe of Corinth, the grecian gentiles; 
a whom he writes, But it was but too common, we, 
af, from haying any ſtain of infamy upon it, among the 
n po ea eee 
. and 


116 No ſufficient example, in the New 
and was abetted in it by fome amongſt; them. 
And he calls it, the power g, our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, not as implying any immediate act o 


Chriſt, but as it was the power of God exert- 


ed in ſupport of his goſpel. I find Bp. Pearce, 
on the place, paraphraſes it; ** the power which 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt left to his church.“ 


That I may omit nothing, which may tend 
- _ to illuſtrate theſe parts of ſcripture, ' which 
have been thought to favour the doctrine of 


Lanes to Chrift; I would add, that ſome 
earned men, very converſant in the ſcriptures 
of the New Teſtament, have thought, that 
there was good cauſe to believe, that during 


the continuance of miraculous powers to chrif- 


tians, there was ſome kind of immediate agen- 


cy and direction, committed to Chriſt for 


their benefit: as we find, in fact that he did 
particularly manifeſt himſelf, and interfere in 
the direction of the apoſtles, in ſome inſtances. 
And that therefore, under this particular pre- 
ſumption and perſuaſion, St. Paul, to whom 
he had often ſo manifeſted himſelf, might 


ſometimes be led to pray to him, on eſpecial 


occaſions: himſelf and others ſo praying to- 
Chriſt, if ever they did it, being prompted 
te it by ſome ſecret impreſſion made upon 
their minds : but that ordinarily, and at all 


. other times, they made their fupplications 


only to God. | pſu ge | 
If any ſhould prefer this way of interpreta- 


tion, as affording a juſter and .more fatisfac- 


tory ſolution of the language of the New Teſ« 


ww. 1 


tament, 


75 eftament, of prayer to Criſt.” 1 17 


tament, in ſome. places, concerning Chriſt; 
jt ſcarce needs to be obſerved, that xt holds 
forth no precedent for praying to him now. 
For thoſe miraculous powers, and Chriſt's 
immediate interpoſition and agency, whatever 
it was, were to laſt only during that firſt age 
of our religion, being fixed and limited (a) 
to it expreſsly by himſelf, in that parting de- 
claration to his diſciples ; (Matth. xxviii. 20.) 
ho, J. am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the age. And in faq, from that period, for 

theſe laſt 17co years, we know of no miracles, 
or «as of any appearance of Chriſt, which we 
can depend upon. So that to pray to Chriſt 
now, is to pray to one, whom we have no 
warrant ſo to addreſs, either from himſelf, or 
his apoſtles ; nor any- cauſe whatever 1 to BIR 
lieve that he hears us. 
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1 Theſſ. iii. 11. Now God himſelf, even 
our Father, and eur Lord Felus i, £1 m_ 
our way unto you. - | 

This pious defire-of the apoſtle, ond 800 
unlike his general falutation, at the begin- 
ning of his epiſtles; viz. Grace be to vou, and 
'peace from God, our V aber, and from: the Zord | 

efus Chriſt, 
1 A little before, (. 18. ) be had. ee 
his intention of going to theſe Theſſalonians, 
Lays a gain; but Satan (fays he) ae 


( See BED, Page 79. a 
13 CE 


413 No ſufficient example, in the Neu 
#8: i. e. the perſecuting jews, or ſome other 
enemy; whom he calls by the name of Satan, 
In this paſſage, he deyoutly wiſhes, or prays, 
for the removal of every obſtacle to his 255 n 
of viſiting them in perſon, and preaching the 
goſpel, as he hoped, with ſucceſs, amon 
them. And it is to be conſidered, as 3 brief 
unfiniſhed prayer, adapted to the ſtile of epiſ⸗ 
tles, or familiar converſation. Had he ut- 
ered it in a more formal manner, jt might 
{an been; “ pray God, our heavenly Fg- 
ther, to favour me with a proſperous journey 
30 you; and that it may turn out to 97 ad- 
vancement of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 


Sold directed the apoſtle's way, when b 
his all-ruling providence, he diſpoſcd all th ings 
for his ſafe arrival amongſt them. Jeſus Chriſt 
s oftentimes put for that divine truth of the 
goſpel, which he taught to men. (See above, 
pag: 102.) And therefore Chriſt might be 
id to direct the apoſtle's way, When the 
belief of the goſpel was promoted by his 
coming, and preaching to them. 
S0, as it ſeems, would the chriſtian; peo- 
ple, to whom St. Paul writes. underſtand him, 
when he talked of Chriſt directing his way 
to them. As he had never tanght them that 
Chriſt was to be prayed unto, they would be 
far from thinking that he himſelf would aſk 


any thing of him in prayer. And ſo would 
chriſtians of later times have underſtogd him, 
if they had not unfortunately been nurſed in 


12 


- Yeftament, of prayer to Cbriſi. 119 
the practice of praying to other Perſons, be- 
ſides the almighty Father; and therefore eager. 
to lay hold of every twig, however weak and 
flender,. that might ſeem to 1 ſuch a a 
price. 1 | 


— "1 
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The f. ſame i 3 is to be ven of & 
Thed.. i ii. 16, 17. New our Lord Feſus Chrift 
himſelf, and God. even our Father, which bath 
laued us, and bath given us everlaſting conſolation 
and good hope through his favour, comfort your 
hearts, and eſtabli 5 you, in I good word 
aud work, 


Tt Theſſ. i ili. 12, 13. And ** 155 inoke 
you to inereaſe, and abound, in love one towards 
another, and towards all men; even: as We ds 
zowards you ; To the end thatibe may eſtabliſi | 
your hearts unblameable in bolineſs,' before God, 
even our Fat ber, at the coming of our OY 
Fe eſus Garifl, wth all bis Fry. en at 

2 Theſſ. iii, g. And tbe Lord FF 1 
e into ebe laue of Gad, and into: Ihe ene 
10 os brit. due o ie 

e and che like paffages, * 6 veriel: 
ings at te New Teſtament, where tlie word 
Kugtec, Lordi occurs, promiſcubufiy applied to 
God and to Chriſt, there can be no difficulty 
in determining to which of them it belongs; 
where any are careful to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the creator and the creature, betwixt Jehovah, 
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120 No ſufficient example, in the New 


the ſovereign Lord of all, and ſole object af 
religious adoration and prayer, and Jeſus whom 
he exalted (Acts ii 33, 36, ver. 31.) and made 
to be Lord. If we 3 not carry this neceſſary 
diſtinction along with us, we ſhall often be 
in 4 wood and confuſion, in peruſing the writ- 
ings of the apoſtles ; more eſpecially their 
epiſtles, which are written in a looſer and more 
careleſs way. They never - imagined there 
could be any ground for caution, or reſerve, 
in the promiſcuous application of the ſame 


word, Lord, already in uſe, to the ſupreme 


Father of all, to Chriſt, and to other men; 
as it never entered into their conceptions, that 
any of their brethren, then, or in after- times, 
ſnould make a God of, and worſhip and pray 


to their honoured Maſter, jeſus; ſo lately 


horn, living and dying amongſt them; tho 
ſoon raiſed to life, and to, higheſt honour be- 
fore God. Tis to be hoped, that the time is 
not far off, when all chriſtians, will open their 


Fes to fee ; that there is not the leaſt founda- 
tion, in the precepts of Chriſt, or the prac+ 


tice of his apoſtles; for the religious worſhi 
af hi; and when the proteſtant world eſpe- 


cially, will look upon praying to Jeſus, in 


the ſarge light of an unſcriptural, unwarrants, 


able will-worſhip, as the ptaying to his mo- 


* - 


ther Mary; now practiſed by the Papiſts, and 


ones eqdelly prackiſed by themſehes. 
| Aba 18-05 G8, 4d i© 30. : 7 inne 
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4 1 Tim. 


| Teftanient, of prayer to Cbriſl. 121 

Nabe 1 Tim. i. 12. 3 
I thank Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord, who bath 
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful; put- 
ting me intò the miniſtry. | 
One wonders to fee repeated ſtreſs laid on 
ſuch a paſſage as this, to prove that Chriſt is 
the object of religious worſhip. It was ſurely 
moft becoming, and natural, for one of fo 
warm a diſpoſition and feelings, as our apoſ- 
tle, . ſometimes to break forth into ſuch grate- 
ful recollection of the Lord Jeſus, and expreſ- 
fions of his obligations to him, from whom 
he had received ſuch extraordinary perſonal 
favours ; without being ſuppoſed thereby ta 
deify him, or to make him the object of wor- 
ſhip and prayer ; without even ſuppoſing him 
to have any knowlege of what he ſaid and 
n 37 Þ FED OS ee 
Hut the little foundation that there is for 
ſuch concluſions, will perhaps more eafily be 
ſeen, by putting a ſimilar caſe. If, on the 
uppofitron formerly made concerning Moſes ; 
that he was tranſlated, like Enoch, into hea- 
ven, without ſecing death; his diſciple, and 
' ſucceſſor, Joſhua, Had faid, after the removal 
of that divine lavglver into the other world ; 
I thank Moſes, my lord and maſter, who hath 
impowered me, for that be counted me faithful, 
to be the leauer and judge of 1/rael. Could this 
have been interpteted as any religious worſhip 
of Moſes in his ſervant Joſhua, or pag vr 7 
ing it to the Iſraelites ? aſſgredly it would 
have been looked on as no mute : a mark 
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122 No ſufficient example, in the Ne 
of high regard, and grateful reſpect fo his 
memory ; more eſpecially when et 6 appear- 
ed no evidence of any injunctions fram Moſes 
to worlhip himſelf ; but moſt expreſs ones, 
to worſhip Jehoyah alone, and no ther, But 
ſuch language is undoubtedly to be conſtrued 
in a different manner, When uſed with re- 
e& to God, For then it implics a ſenſe of 
his awful preſence and inſpection of the heart, 
whieh belongs to him alone; and is a & proper 
act of lg worſhip. _ on 


a: - 
* - . - * 
re 15 44 1 #1 464 * 1 


Tho 115 are ſo Augen to note theſe lite 
fle 1 0 blances of prayer to Chriſt, would da 
wall ip obſerve the yery different language 

fed ene when he ſpeaks of prayer 

Philip. i. 3. 4. I thank 'my God for 

al 2 (kind) remembrance of me; always, in 
every prayer of mine for you all, matung requeſt 

Wit! 4 r. off, i, 3. Me give thanks to 
Ged, exe n the Father ys our Lord | Jeſus Chriſt, 
praying 1 ons Jar you. Eph. i. 15, &c. 1 
ceaſe nat te give thanks for you, making men- 

22 9 1 5 in my prayersz that ibe Gon or QUR 


Esvs CuRISsT, the Father * 
unto.you the ſpirit of wi carr e . 

is oY or this cauſe I bau gw wy knees unte the 
Faber” Fr of gur Lord Jeſus Chrijt—that be would 
7 57 7555 13 to the riches, of his glory. 
tbened with might by bis ſpirit in the 
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No language fimilar, or approaching to 
this, is ever applied to Chriſt. But ſurely, 
the offering up of prayer to him, if a chriſ- 
tian duty, ſhould have been marked out in 
terms equally pointed and ſtrong; as it was 
quite a novelty in the world; a thing to 
which the jews were unuſed; nay, which 
they would otherwiſe look upon as idolatrous; 
and the heathen converts would ſtand in need 
of information concerning it, to guide them 
in their devotions. I would add, that our 
fervent and ſincere apoſtle, would not have 
been wanting to ſpecify it in the plaineſt 
terms, without any ambiguity, if he had be- 
lieyed Chriſt to be the object of prayer; he 
that in his farewel addreſs to one of his con» 
gregations, was bold to ſay; (Acts xx. 26, 
27.) I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men. For I have nas 
ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of. God, 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


T. Luke, in his hiſtory of the firſt plant - 

ing of the goſpel, after the recital of a 
miraculous cure wrought by Paul and Barna- 
bas, at Lyſtra, upon a man who had been 2 
cripple from his birth; proceeds thus in his 
narrative ; (Acts xiv. 11, 12, &c.) And when 
the people ſaw what Paul had done, they lifted 
up therr voices, ſaying in the ſpeech of Lycaonia: 
be the gods are come down to us in the likeneſs of 
men.” And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; 
and Paul, Mercurius, becauſe he was the chief 
ſpraker.. Then the prieſt of Jupiter, who (i. e. 
whoſe temple or ſtatue) was before their city, 
brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and 
would have done ſacrifice with the people. Which 
oben the apoſtles Barnabas and Paul heard of, 
they rent their clothes, and ran in among the 
people; crying out, and ſaying, Sirs, why do ye 
theſe things * (not we alſo are men of like paſ= 
foons (a) with you : but) we alſo are men like 
your, elves ; (or, of like mortal nature with 


(a) The words, ojgo:owabers vin, ſignify, being poſſeſſed 
of the ſame frail mortal nature as yourſelves; or, liable to 
the ſame wants, ſickneſs and death, Theſe idolaters 
ſaid, that Paul and Barnabas were gods. St. Paul replied ; 
no: we are mortal men like yourſelves. In the common 
meaning vf the word paſſions, it would have been very 
ſtrange, and have ill ' anſwered the apoſtle's purpoſe, to 
have ſail ; we are min of like paſſions with you. ET 
The term here uſed 1s the ſame by which Elias is deſ- 
cribed opcoronalns, James v. 17. concerning which I had 

3 | CE ER 


The Scripture clear in all great points. 125. 


yourſelves) and preach unto you, that ye ſhould 
turn from theſe vanities unto the living God, 
which made heaven, and earth, and the ſea, and 
all things that are therem  —_—n 
From what has been delivered in the pre- 
ceding pages from the ſcriptures concerning 

1s Chriſt, we cannot entertain a doubt, 
but that, if he had been in the ſame ſituation 
with theſe two apoſtles, he would have acted 
the part they did, and with the ſame. fervent 
zeal, have forbidden the prieſt and people of- 
fering incenſe to himſelf ; and would have told 


remarked in anqther place, that it ought to have been 
tranſlated, Elias was a man of like nature to us, and not 
ſubject to lite paſſions, as we are; Which, as we commonly: 
underſtand the word paſſions, was contrary to the apoſ-' 
tle's defign to have mentioned; contrary to fact, as well 
as contrary to the true ſenſe of the word. This propoſed 
amendment of our engliſh tranſlation is thus criticiſed by 
Mr. Burgh, in his Inquiry into the belief of the thres 
firſt centuries, reſpeRing (what he calls) the one God- 
head of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” p. 217. The 
greek word, in the original (ſays this gentleman) is 
eh,t⁴lhng bu The terms of which this is compound - 
ed, I need not ſet before the greek reader, and the mere 
engliſh one can receive no benefit from having them ſtat- 
ed, Suffice it then to ſay, that it is impoſſible to turn 
this word into literal engliſh, 'otherwiſe than our verſion . 
has done it.“ But does not Mr. Burgh cqter Lnowingly 
impoſe on his engliſh readers, or betray great unſkilfulneſs 
in the greek language, to leave with them his /iteral eng- 
liſh, as the true engliſh and meaning of the apoſtle's 
words? On numberleſs occaſions, this gentleman ſhews 
that awucrgiay Ty avfonxns towards his opponents, right 
or wrong, which the late Dr. Jortin would. have chriſ- 
tened, the being poſſaſſed with a cavilling demon. Several 
- inſtances of this uatortunate ſpirit immediately follow 
that jul quoted from him 
chem 
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$26 The Seripture Clear in nil great points. 
them, that he wwas & man like themſebves, who 
claimed no divine honours from them: but,; 
that there was one living and true God, the 
creator and author of all things, whom they 
were to worfflip alone, and whom” Wanne 

td make known to them. 

* . moſt ſtrangely fallen out, that ths 
gy „ Hainft which this heavenly teach- 
er 4 99 leken to Have uſed particular and 
ſufficient precaution to guard his followers, I 
mean (4) the deifyitig and worſhip of himſelf 
and His mother Mary; fhould have been the 
grand errors and corruptions, which ſprung 
2 . — , and infected all his followefs, ex- 
pt Re ewith chriſtians and their deſcen- 
dants ; 41 which have been now for many 
ep and-Rill continue to be the charadteriſ- 
tie 


pane | "is 


ay; Wholher 4 05 to the with of Crit, will ber 


cine bich E8ntinually declaring with great pi ety, his de- 


pendance upon God for eyer thing ; and ſtudidus uporr 

a foecaſionss guard men elt unde thoughts of Him- 

lobking up to him, as having, of being any - 

G ing, C f hiniſelf, but that all he had and Was, came from 
5755 oh. v. 19 30, twice, in the ſame breath ? as it were, 
he. c Pa es, t ha wy had go, powers, that he tou db ig 
of bemelf- Vii. 16. that his doctrine was not his ont 


E. God's, whoſe meſſen ger . Was. Vi 117 that he was 
1 


the meflenger of the livig God, and ha 
him, and was ſupported ij in life by Him. But! 
duce at length the firſt meſlage He ſent to His“ allelf ples 
after his refutrection, when 58 would affuredly u no 
reſeryes in Fell them who he was, and where. bf th great 
piety he dec 77 * and in the plaineſt and firotigeft terms, 
fab "he wh ae teaturs ef God, and one of | he is Punt 
2, * 
730 7 . 
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tio diſtinction of moſt of the great and flou- 
riſhing churches of the chriſtian World. 

That ſuch defection from the worſhip of 
the one living and true God, when once ſet 
on foot and eſtabliſhed, ſhould remain for 
ages, is not at all to be wondered at. Fot 
the bulk of mankind. have always been prone' 
to embtace a ſenſible object of 'worthip, eſpe=" 
cially to worſhip men like themſelves; 'as it 
has ſomething familiar in it, requires leſs at- 
tention of mind, and creates leſs diſturbance 
within, than the idea of an awful invifible 

1 N 67-3 Nene ef SY 
race. Joh. xx. 17. Jeſus ſaith ;—go'to MY BRETHREN ' 
and ſay unto them; I aſcend unto My Father, and YOUR 

ather, and ta M Gad, and yYouR Gol. 

As to his mother Mary, ſhe is paſſed by, one would 
almoſt. ſay, with «ſtudied indifference ald neglect, in 
the goſpel-hiſtory. So- chat one would hardly think it 
poſſible that chriſtians ſhould ever have come to wWoerſgip 
and pray to her. But tho” the ſcriptures give no counte- ; 
nanee to it, it was a vety natural traiifitionz When men 
once began to call her ſoti Jeſus, God, and to*'werſhis” 
and pray to him; to deify and -worſhip- his mother aber 
The learned know what violent diſputes there have for- 
merly — about the propriety of that ſhocking phraſe, 
the mother of Pau; whether it fhould be given to Maty © a 
not. When once you leave the doctrine of the Divink*; 
We down in the Scriptures, you know not whois 
you it} The progreſs of idolatry and profaneneſs 
in this reſpect, canhot be more ſtrongly marked, than In 
a treatiſe publiſhed in the middle of the laſt centuty it 
France, and dedicated to the Queen Regent, with the ap- 
probation of the Doctors of the Sorbonne, which way; i 
tranſlated by that eminent Divine, Dr, Claggett, wn 


The title of the book, Ah abridgment of the prerögatt 
of St. Ann, Mother of the Mother of God that is @ „ 
grandmother, as I fiad ritten in my copy of the book 011 
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133 The Scripture clear in all great points; 
ing ever preſent. with them. And where 
civil power is called in to give its ſanction 
to any religious ſyſtem whatſoever, and re- 
yards annexed to the profeſſors of it, with 
fines and diſcouragements to thoſe who diſſent, 
truth ſtands but an ill chance to get an hear- 
ing, ſhould ſhe be haply on the other fide ; 
and what is thus once wrong, is likely ſo to 
continue. : W f. e | . 
But the point of difficulty is, to account 
for the introduction of the worſhip of other 
perſons as Gods, into an inſtitution from hea- 
ven, purpoſely given, as here expreſſed, 20 
turn men from theſe vanities to the living God, 
abo made heaven, and earth, and the. fea, and 
all things that are therein. For ſome may 
firſt founder, and his apoſtles, as if in their 
r and the records they left behind 
them, they had not been ſufficiently clear 
and explicit, 9 25 that whieh was the pri- 
mary object of their miſſton. And it muſt 
be owned, that this is a very natural ſurmiſe, 
to any one who ſurveys the diſſenſions and diſ- 
putes of chriſtians, from the days of Athanaſius 
and beyond, to the preſent hour, about theſe 
capital points; viz; whether Jeſus was God 
or wan; and whether he was to be prayed to 
and worſhiped, or not: each diſputant alleg- 


ing the words of ſcripture for himſelf, and 
contending: that it makes for him. | 
But it is a ſatisfaction to find, that there is 
no juſt cauſe or handle given for ſuch diſputes, 
WEIR 5 | 10 
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in the words of Chrift, or the declarations 
and ſentiments of his apoſtles. There is no 
diverſity, or contradiction there. For Jeſug 
always appears, and declares himſelf, and 
was declared by his apoſtles, and taken by all 
that converſed With him, to be one of the hu- 
man race; a devout worſhiper of Jehoyah, 
the heavenly Father; and an inſtructer of 
others how beſt -to worſhip him. This idea 
of Chriſt preſents itſelf every where. I ſhall 
make no apology for producing the apoſtle Pe- 
ter's firſt Sermon; becauſe it is ſo full to the 
point, and affords a kind of evidence very de- 
ciſive, but not commonly attended to. 

The occaſion was ſuch as would have drawn 

out our apoſtle to ſpeak without reſerve, if he 
had had any thing new. or important to re- 
veal on theſe ſubjects. It was but a few 
weeks after the death 'and reſurrection of Je- 
ſus ; at their great feſtival ; ; at a time, when 
the facred hiſtorian tells us, (Acts ij, 5.) 
there were dwelli ng at Jeruſalem, ' devout ven, 
out of every nation under beayen. 
What does the apoſtle ſet himfelf to 558 
theſe men? Has he any different object af 
worſhip to propoſe to them? any other than 
Jehoyah, the God of their father? 

Does he tell them, that the aſtoniſhing 
miracle, whoſe influence at the very moment 
they heard and experienced, in his being able 
to abe himſelf underſtood by them who had 
never learnt their reſpective languages; that 
this betokened any thing of the kind concern - 
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130 The Scripture clear in all great points. 

ing Jeſus; that he was to be recognized as 
_ ſupreme God, or as the firſt created ſpirit, 
and under - creator of all things! What is the 
real account of their Meſſiah Jeſus, which 
Peter would lay before theſe men, to be car- 
ried into their reſpective countries? for moſt 
of them, it may be preſumed, had come up 
to Jeruſalem, purely to attend the paſſover and 
the preſent feaſt of Pentecoſt. 

Learn from his own words. | 

Ver. 22, 28, 32, 36. Ye men (a). of V. 
7ael, bear: theſe wordt; Jeſus of , Nazareth, 4 
man {a} approvedef Ged among you, by miracles 
and wongers,.and figns,, which. Grd did by bim 
7n the mid}t of. you, as ye hourſelves alſo knew : 
Him, being delivered by the determinate counſel 
and foreknowlege of. God, ye have taken, and by 
2wiched hands have crucified. and ain. — Tit 
Jeſus bath God raiſed up; whereof wwe all are 


| witnefe efſes.—T| ol hepefare let all the houſe of Iſrael 


fp pfurcd , that God bath made that fame Je- 
om ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt, 

_ ſuch a ſeaſon, {peaking to men, whom 
he might never ſee again, and who, many of 
them, probably, might never more be in the 
way, to receive any information concerning 


(a) Ard eee ume word 15 uſed for the 
Iſraelites, 4 for Jeſus. If then the Iſraelites were men; 
Jeſus was a man alſo. This can no other way be gotten 
over or ſet aſide; but by the hackneyed unmeaning fic- 
tion, anil diſtinction of a human and divine nature in one 
Perſon: a diſtinction which makes the holy feriptures of 
no uſe to prove any thing; and by which one e juſ- 
tify all the fables of the heathen Goſs. | 1 

18 
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his late honoured Maſter, Jeſus, we may be aſ- 
' fared, that he would not ſpare to give them all 
needful inſtruction. And what does it amount 
to? It is this: that Jeſus, who had been bred 
at Nazareth, was a man highly favoured of 
God; whom their rulers had unjuſtly put to 
death: but God had reſtored him to life, and 
had given full evidence, that he was theit 
great promiſed prophet, Meſſiah, theit᷑ king; 
Our Lord and his apoſtles . are certainly to 
be cleared of - ſpeaking ambiguouſſiy or ob- 
ſcurely on this point, in the general tenòur of 
their diſcourſes. Still however the difficulty 
recurs; whence ſhould have ariſen, that wide 
difference among the followers of | Jeſus: con 
cerning him, which began after the times of 
the apoſtles, and has now ſubſiſted for very 
many ages; that while ſome, (whoſe number 
has much increaſed of late) look upon him 
only as a man, ſuch as his apoſtles generally 
characterize him: the far greater part reckon 
him to be the ſupreme God; or a being next 
to him, and the creator of all things under him? 

I have had no ſeruple to remark before, 
what is true in fact, that the deviation from 
the truth of the goſpel, in this and in other 
points, had its origin from the firſt heather 
converts to the goſpel, who grafted their po- 
lytheiſm upon it, which has ſince long borne 
ſo much unhappy fruit. We ſhould all of us 
however, come much nearer to an agreement 
in theſe matters, if we could bring ourſelves 

to take up: the ſcriptures as another book, 
uh K 2 with- 


— — 7 —— — 
Arr. 


— — — — 
— = — = 

— — 2 — —— — : 

— T 2 — LES - — a” zz 
Cw _EME_ST,SD .—cmmaunfzwC = an_CG©d@_wy®oowpÞr=r 
* — 2 PFF — 2 

— — — — — wa — 
— — 
5-> — 


8 
1 
4 
4.4L 4 
in. 
3 0005 
| I 
ul 4l 
* 117 
1 
ö Lf 
4 1446.) 
| Tt + 
U 69 4 
19141008 
14.1 1008-7 
: 1 
” 1 0 
i} " 4 [| 
l [1 
- UN, 
BY * 4h 
4 0014 
Ny [ 
1. [18 
II ſ 
' I i 
1 : 
Hz 
i 4 14 $51 
1928 " 
n 17 4 ” 
19 1 
In 
| | k 
1 Wt | ti 
1 6 4 
mas W149 
WAY i | 
nl 441 0 | 1 
i [ : 

: U N 
1 4: i 
mis IN (4 
( i 

. 1 
a? [al 
| Wl! \ | 
+ 0! WM 
tl 
18 


— - = = = 
—— 9 — 
= by : > 
——=__ = = 
-— 2 =2 — - -—x- — —— 
. ̃ ABUyA⁸ß 2 
- — 
— 
— = — — — ——— - 
—= — - = 


* * 
2 —— 3 APs 


132 Cauſes of the obſcurity ofthe Scriptures. 
without-any formed opinion of any thing con- 
tained in them; and bend our endeavours to 
find out what was intended by thoſe who firſt 
ney een thoſe e x 


oY hall mention two unavoidable cauſes of 
obſcurity in the facred writings, which re- 
quire diligent ſtudy and application to remove. 
1. The firſt is not peculiar to thoſe write 
ings, but belongs to them in common with 
all others, compoſed in former ages, and in 
a different language. And it ariſes from pe- 
evhar ĩdioms of ſpeech, and alluſions to dif- 
ferent manners and cuſtoms, in different coun- 
tries ; Which will always make diſcourſes that 
are plain and eaſy at the time to the natives, 
hard to be underſtood in remote times and 
Sanenen. 30 
Thus, the orojiber Iſaiah, in beautiful 
imagery borrowed from their ancient hiſtory 
of the firſt | creation of the world, but not 


üntelligible, becauſe not attended to, by or 


dinary unthinking readers; deſcribes the new 
eſtabliſhment of things, and reformation of 


mankind, by the goſpel, as @ new creation, 


(I. Izv; 17.) Bebold, I create new: heavens, 
and a new * and the former ng. ſhall 


« ot be remembered, nor come into 


And St. Paul has been much miſtaken by it 
not being conſidered, that he adopts the ſame 
unagery and alluſion, in his lofty deſcription 
or the power of — or the effects of his 
goſpel, 


Cauſes of the obſcurity of the Scriptures. 13 
goſpel in changing the diſpoſitions and man- 
ners of mankind : when he ſays, (Co- 
Jofl. i. 16.) By him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible 
and inviſible, whether they be il rones or domi-« 
nions, or principalities and pc wers: all things 
were created by bim and for him. 

That St. Paul could not intend to treat 
here of the firſt creation of all things, beſides 
other Ca) reaſons that might be given, we had 
a proof a few pages back, where we found him 
telling the men of Lycaonia ; that it was zhe 
living God, and not Jeſus Chriſt, 2who made 
heaven and earth, and the fea, and all things 
that are therein. © 

But how dark and even contradictory would 
ſuch paſſages of ſcripture as theſe appear, with- 
out -4 diligent ſtudy and compariſon of one 
part of ſcripture with another) 

2. The other ſource of. obſcurity is pers | 
liat to Chriſt and his doctrines ; and it ariſes 
from the manner in which he taught men 
their duty and the will of Gd. 

For he did not, like Moſes, lay Jown 3 2 
ſettled code of laws, in which each mans du: 
ty was marked out with preciſion and exact- 
neſs, ſo as not eaſily to admit of any miſtakes. 
But this laſt and beſt teacher of men, dealt 
out much of his heavenly inſtruction, in fa- 
miliar diſcourſe with thoſe that reſorted to 
him, or fell in his way; which gives greater 
life and force to his precepts, but at the ſame 


| 0 See a Sequel to the Apology, &c, p. 477. 
8 K ; 9 time 


> 2 — 3 7 
... L! CR”. TRI" OS. =o 


————— 


== 


Err . z = —- 


{ i 
4 
. 
U 
! 
14 
*Y 
wo ” 
N " 
: 
+ i 
1 
4 - 
1. ! 
11 
, 4 
1 
4 
| ö 
U 
\ 
5 
1" 
U 
{ 1 
111 , 
4 
4 1 | 
, '2% 
A003! 4 
1189 1 
| 
533 7 
1 
C | ' * 
i x { 
. 
* 
Donn 
147 
1 
1 ! 
1g „ 
Hes | 
[1448 
. 19 
Wi 41 10 
'K ' 
| 
4 
| 'T 
[1 
1 
1 
: 


| 
: 
15 
1K 
| 1K; 
IF: 4 
4-1 
I 
1 
77 
N 
1 X 
1 
1 
Nen 
144 
110044 
11 
11 
l 
| 


134 Cauſes of the obſcurity of the Scriptures. 
time demands great attention, that we do not 
miſtake him; as his diſcourſe was always ac- 
commodated to the circumſtances and cha- 
racter of the perſon he was converſing with, 
and adapted to the particular occaſion, 

Let us take for an example his dialogue 
with Nicodemus, a man of learning, and 
the firſt rank in his country. He came to 
Jeſus, conviriced by his miraculous works, 
that he was a divine prophet. Joh. iii. 3. 
Rabbi, we Ente that thou art a teacher come 
From God : for ns man can do theſe miracles 


that thou doſt, except God be with, bim. Ne- 


vertheleſs our Saviour's low appearance, and 
taking upon him no worldly pomp or power, 
1 the man againſt believing him to 
e their great expected prophet, the Meſſiah; 
the character which Jeſus however aſſumed, 
and was from the firſt univerſally conſidered 
ſo to do, by the nation. 
On theſe accounts this perſon reſorted pri- 
vately to Jeſus; to avoid being reckoned in 


the number of his followers ; yet full of re- 


ſpect for him, and with great curioſity to 
know ſomething OE: about him and his 
pretenſions. 

What now was to be 25 with ſuch an 
one, who was well informed, and had good 
diſpoſitions, but was kept back by ſecular fears 
and conſiderations from embracing the truth? 
Obſerve the divine wiſdom with which our 
Saviour replies to him. ver. 3. Feſus an- 


JO and ſaid unto bim; ig verily, Lay 
unto 


on 
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unto thee, except à man be born from (a above, 
he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. The language 
is highly figurative; yet eaſily underſtood to 
imply, that his diſpoſitions muſt be intirely 
changed; he muſt become of a heavenly tem- 
per, renounce all views and expectations of 
this world, its riches and ſplendour, if he 
would belong to the Meſſiah's kingdom. 

When the Ruler was poſed and confounded 
with this anſwer, ſo contrary to all his former 
ideas, and thwarting all his favourite hopes; 
Jeſus ſaid again; ver. 12. V have told yon 
earthly things, and ye believe not; hu fhail ye 
believe if I tell you of , beavenly things | i. e. 
if it be ſo hard for you to underſtand ſuch ob. 
vious points, as I have now mentioned, con- 
cerning the change of temper and inward diſ- 
poſition neceſſary for becoming my diſciple; 


(2) Not born again, but, born from above, So the 
word is tranſlated, a little lower iii. 31. o aywyey coxomes 
vos, be that cameth ſrom above. So i James iii. 17, u 
awlty rogin, the wiſdom from above; and in other places. 

(4) By a way of ſpeaking the jews were accuſtomed to, 
things difficult, known only to God, are ſaid ro be in hea- 
ven; and to go up to heaven, is to be acquainted with the 
ſecret, deſigns of the Almighty. Deut. xXx. II, 12. 
The commandment which 1 command thee this day, is not hid- 
den from thee, neither is it or of. It is not in heaven, that 
thou ſhouldefl ſay, who Hal go up for us to heaven, and bring 
it to u. So alſo to be in beaven, to be in ibe boſom 
of the Father, was eaſily comprehended by them, to ſig- 
nify the having an extraordinary knowlege of the divine, 
will; and to come down from heaven, was to have authorit 
or commiſſion from God, to reveal his will to men; luck 
as John the Baptiſt, and the ancient prophets had as well 
az Chriſt, though inferior to him. 


K 4. how 


i 36 Gauſes of the obſcurity of the Scripturts. 
how will you be able to comprehend me when 
I ſpeak of things ſtill more diſtant from 
your thoughts and apprehenſions ? Theſe 
things, he goes on afterwards to point out to 
him; namely, ver. 14, 15, 16. that him- 
ſelf, their Meſſiah, the favourite of heaven, 
was to ſuffer an ignominious death: that his 
ſufferings, by which the truth of his divine 
miſſion and doctrine would be evinced, would 
be the means of bringing all mankind, equally 
with jews, to be the people of God, and to 
live with him for ever. | | 
He then ſubjoins ; ver. 13. And no man 
bath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of man wwhich 
is in heaven; i. e. altho' I appear a plain 
ordinary man, I am favoured with the fulleſt 
communications from God, above all others.“ 
Or, in till plainer words; “ mean as my fi- 
gure and pretenſions are as to this world, I am 
nevertheleſs the Meſſiah.” For various well - 
known reaſons, our Saviour ſeldom in ſo many 
words told men directly that he was the Meſ- 
ſiah. In the preſent inſtance, he ſeems to have 
delivered himſelf in this figurative indirect man- 
ner, well underſtood however by the man he 
ſpoke to, that he might not make him haſtily 
declare himſelf for or againſt him, but to give 
him ſcope and opportunity of ſeriouſly- conſi- 
ring the matter. And it ſeems to have had 


— = = 


— — 
—̃ — —½ 


1 —— 
MS — — ____M=c ²˙ —ꝛ— 7 7 
5 - 2 W - 


— — — — — — . — ' — —— by —_ 2 


—— Eee 


— — 
—— ——ñ— — 


— 
— 


S Y— 


| 
. 
WH 
iſ! 
N 
Wy 
1} 
1 
bt 
il 
1 
61 


— —— — 


— r 


— — 
— 


That 


% 


Cauſes of the obſcurity of the Scriptures. 137 


That the language uſed by Chriſt was far 
from being ſo abſtruſe to the jews, as it ap- 
*pears to us, is Thewn in the note, p. 135, andin 
other places; and they would 4— conclude, 
from it, as ſome of us are apt to do, through 
ignorance or inattention, tliat Jeſus was in 
heaven at the time he ſpoke, or that he had 
lived and had a being with God before he 

was born upon earth. | 

Some may object to all this; ; why are we 
not taught religion and our duty in plainer lan- 
guage? To which the anſwer is: You are 
taught your duty in plain language. Everything 
neceſſary to be know is clearly laid down. This 
Aiſcourſe of Jeſus with Nicodemus, was not 
intended to teach you'direfly any thing: but 
3s recorded to make you acquainted with his 
manner of inſtructing thoſe that came to him: 
from which much light and benefit may be 
derived to you, tho' you are not the perſon 

or whom it was firſt intended. 
: Moreover ſome degree of obſcurity in our 
Lord's converſation with thoſe that came in 
his way; is to be expected by us, and by all 
that live in countries and times at a diſtance 
from thoſe tranſactions. For he muſt { 
in the phraſe: of the country, to be intelligi- 
ble to thoſe he converſed with. And his be- 
ing inteHligible to them would cauſe ſome ob- 
ſcurity to us, till we become acquainted with 
the idioms of the language, and the cuſtoms 
. OO times. 

. But 
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But we ſhould be careful not to build im- 
portant facts on the peculiar; idioms of a lan- 


guage, or figurative expreſſions only; but on 


plain declarations, and the whole tenqur of a 
Eſcourſe or hiſtory. I mean ſuch important 
facts as theſe; whether Jeſus was a man, or 
the firſt created ſpirit, or the ſupreme God. 
Thoſe phraſes, in the hebrew language, 1 
came forth from the Father, I am come into the 
world, I came down from heaven, I had glory 
with the Father before the world was, have 


been ſhewn to he ſuch as in an inferior degree, 


might have been uſed of John the Baptiſt, or 
the apoſtles, as well as by Jeſus himſelf. His 


countrymen, the jews, and his apoſtles, that 


heard our Saviour uſe this language, did not 
conclude from it that he was any other than 
a man. For they afterwards continued to 
treat him, and to ſpeak of him as ſuch. We 
ſhould therefore take care to inguire into the 
real meaning of the ſeripture· language, in the 
ſenſe in which it was delivered by Chriſt, and 
not ſuffer ourſelves to be impoſed upon merely 
by the ſound of words, or miſled by our con- 
trary idioms and forms of ſpeech. And it 
would be well to have the peculiar phraſeolo- 
gy of the hebrew and caſtern dialect, particu- 
larly pointed out and explained, i in ſhort notes 
and references, in our bibles, for The benefit 
of cngliſh readers, that they may thereby be- 
come intelligent in the ſacred writings, and 
learn to interpret them for themſelves, 


- 
_ 
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But 
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But vain will be all endeavours to rectify 
the ſentiments and practice of chriſtians, in 
our own country, with reſpect to the true 
character of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſole wor- 
ſhip of the one only living and true God, the 
Father; whilſt thoſe ſpurious paſſages or 
wrong tranflations of ſcripture, are ſuffered to 
remain in our engliſh bibles ; which call aloud 
for amendment, as all the learned are agreed, 
ſome few. prejudiced perſons excepted. _ 

The following paſſage from Iſaiah, in our 
preſent tranſlation, contributes greatly, to give 
wrong impreſſions concerning God and Chriſt, 
Iſaiah ix. 6. Unto us a child is given and 
his name ſhall be called, wonderful, counſellorg 
the mighty God, THE EVERLASTING 
FATHER. In what manner it is to be reQti- 
fied and amended, was ſhewn above, pag. 71. 
Acts xx. 28. Inſtead of — Feed the cburcb of 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his own. 
blood : It ſhould be; Feed the church of the 
Lord, which he bath purchaſed with bis own 
S had. | 

Rom. ix. 5. Inſtead of, whom; —Chrift 
came, who is over all, God bleſſed for ever—It 
ſhould be; of whom Chri/t came. making a fall 
ſtop there, and then going on God, bo is ver 
all be blefſed for ever. Or; f whom Chriſt 
came; whoje (i. e. the Iſraelites) is the God 
over all, who is bleſſed for euer. | 

Philip. ii. 6. Inſtead of—wwho being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery ie be equal 
with God: It ſhould be; who being in the mY 
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140 Remedies of the obſcurity 

of God, was not eagerly diſirous to be like unte 
God, i. e. to diſplay the divine powers which 
were given to him. | PL), 10 

1 Joh. iii. 16. Inſtead of —Hereby perceive 
we'the love of God, becauſe be laid doun his 
Jife for us: It ſhould be; — Hereby perceive we 
Jove, becauſe he laid down bis life for us. © 
1 Joh. v. 7, 8. Inſtead of —There are three 
that bear record in heaven; the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three 
are one: and there are three that bear wit- 
eſs in earth, the ſpirit, the water, and the 
blood : and theſe three agree in one: It ſhould 
be; — For there are three that bear record, 
the ſpirit, the water, and the blood; and theſe 


* 


three agree in one. c 

Revel. i. 11. Inſtead of—ſaying, Tam Alpba 
and Omega, the firſt and the laſt ; and what 
hou. ſeeſt,/ write in a book : It ſhould be; ſay- 
ing z what thou ſeeſt, write in a bort. 
Ordinary Engliſh readers ſhould be appri- 
ſed of theſe corruptions of the original words 
of the ſacred writers, and wrong tranſlations 
of them: 'becauſe otherwiſe, one ſingle ex- 
preſſion of the above kind, will be apt to be 
deciſive with them, and overturn the whole 
evidence and current of the ſacred hiſtory to 
the contrary ; which throughout bears teſti 
mony, that Jeſus was a man and not God, 
On account of the various prejudices in 
which chriſtians are bred up in the preſent ſtate 
of things, it will be needfu] to remind thern 
of ſome other common miſinterpretations of 
the words of ſcripture. They 
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They ſhould be told, that our Saviour's in- 
1 Matth. xxviii. 19. to make diſciples 
of all nations, baptifing them unto the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spi- 
rit, can never with any ground of plauſibility 
be underſtood to fignify, that the Son and 
-boly Spirit are God, as the Father is God : 
becauſe the writer, St. Matthew, never be- 
fore, in his hiſtory, makes mention of Jeſus, 
but as of a man born, living amongſt them, 
dying, and reſtored to life; and ſpeaks not of 
the ſpirit as being any thing but. the power. 
of God; and therefore can never be ſuppoſed 
to mean any thing different in this place, 
where he mentions them. It is moreover 
utterly unlikely that he ſhould inculcate ſuch 
a doctrine, if it were true, barely at the end 
of his hiſtory, and in ſo curſory a way. And 
moreover, we find no ſtreſs laid on this parti- 
cular form of baptiſing. It is not mentioned by 
the other evangeliſts. And St. Luke, in the 
Acts, when he tells of perſons being baptiſed, 
_ fays, that it was only in the name of Fe 
Chriſtians in theſe days ſhould atfo be made 
acquainted with the powerful arguments 
which are brought, to perſuade and convince, 
that by the Worp in the beginning of St. 
John's goſpel, is not to be underſtood, Jeſus 
Chriſt ; but the mighty Word, Power, or Wiſ- 
domof God, by which the world was made, and 
which was afterwards in a high degree com- 
municated to Jeſus —__ and welt in him. 


"bins 
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Reaſons alfo ſhould be laid before them, by 
which they may form a judgment, and ſee the 
grounds there are to conclude, that when St, 
Paul, in his epiſtles, ſpeaks of all things being 
created by Jeſus Chrift : that in fuch places he 
does not mean the firſt formation of all things, 
which he himfelf in other places, (Acts xiv, 
15.) affigns to God alone, and even exclu- 
ve of Jeſus Chrift (Acts xvii. 24.) in parti- 
cular : But that he there ff peaks;: in language 
to which the jews were no * Reangers; of the 
reformation” of mankind by the goſpel. 

A better tranſlation in-englifh ſhould all 
be given of many other paſſages of the New 
Teſtament. But I will cite only: one other 
viz. Hebr. i. 8, where—Inſtead of Duro tbe 
Sen he Jaith 3 thy throne, o God, is for ever and 
ever it ſnould be; Concerning th Son be faith 5 
God is thy throne for ever and eber. It cannot 
be faid of any other Being, but the fupreme, 
eternal himſelf—Thy throne, o Gad, is for ever 
end ever. | And the learned know, that the 
latter tranflation of the words is equally jaſt, 
and agreeable to the . Ne 44 

Many perſons, who have ſeen and lament- 
ed theſe great deviations from the truth in the 
chriſtians church, have been, and are — 
back from bearing their teſtimony __ 
them, by a perſuaſion that the very ſubſi 
of the goſpel itſelf depends upon the public 
_ eivil eſtabliſhment of it, in the ſeveral coun- 

tries of Chriſtendom. They deem it ne- 
ce to preſerve ſuch eſtabliſhments un- 
changed, 
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changed, at all hazards; for that if you make 
any material alterations, the whole fabric of 
chriſtianity might be in danger of falling. 
And therefore they hold it a duty to conform to 
them, however erroneous; and conclude that 
the almighty being cannot be diſpleaſed with 
the ſpeculative inſincerity of his creatures, 
when prompted to it by ſuch motives, and 
for the obtaining of ſo good an end. 9 

Every one ſees where this way of reaſoning 
and acting upon it, leads. It condemns our 
anceſtors tor that degree of reformation from 
the errors of popery, which they obtained 


200 years ago; and would have confined us 


now to the -worſhip of .a. piece of bread or 
wafer-cake as the ſupreme:God, at the tink- 
ling of a bell, or-with a lighted taper before 
it, to point out here: the Deity: was lifted up; 


or where he was laid repoſed, and ſhut * 1 | 


A Der. 

Error muſt thus inereaſe and multiply for 
ever. For it muſt always be equally ron, 
and bad to appole what is once eſtabliſhed. 
Surely, if things are ſo, it were better never 
to diſturb ourſelves, and inquire at all; Vr. 
20 to Mecca with the caravan. 
Experience however ſhews, that the up- 
holding of known error, and of irrational 


doctrines, in the chriſtian church, particularly 


reſpecting God and his true worſhip, as taught 
by Jeſus, operates quite the eontrary to what 
this reaſon for not removing them ſuppoſes. 
For it contributes to diſguſt and to turn men 
intirely from the goſpel. This is notoriouſly 

the 
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the caſe under the church of Rome, where 
they go ſo far as to make it a mortal fin even 
to doubt of any of their articles of faith. 
In Italy and France eſpecially, the. greater part 
of profeſſed Catholics as they call themſelves, 
among the upper ranks and the learned, are 
. alſo profeſſed unbelievers or atheiſts, This 
is alſo known to be a growing evil amon 
ourſelves. And will any ſay, that it is a . 
ſtate of the _— church, where all out- 
wardly comply with its forms, and profeſs 
themſelves 3 while few believe one 
title of the truth of the goſpe] ? 

What a learned and worthy ae and 
ſufferer for the truth, has very lately advanced, 
in his letter addreſſed to Bp. Hurd, /a de- 

ſeryes the ſerious notice of all. 
If, as he aſſerts, and produces ſtrong argu- 
ments for it not eaſily ſet aſide; if the whole 
chriſtian world has been paganized i in the point 
of religious worſhip, from the fourth century ; 
if, whilſt we have been declaiming for two 
centuries paſt, againſt the Romiſh Church, as 
the Man of Sin, and Antichriſt, we and all other 
prateſtant civil eſtabliſhments of chriſtianity 
are found to be anticbriſtian; there is aſſuredly 
a call for ſome farther Reformation among us. 


| (a) A letter to the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 

| Litchfield and Coventry; wherein the importance of the 

| prophecies of the New Teſtament, and the nature of the 
grand apoſtacy predicted in them, are particularly and im- 

— — — By Edward Evanſon, A A. M. Lon 

don, RIG far B. Law, * -lane, 1777. 
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Page 29. 1. z. Infert= =ii. 22. Peter ex- 
reſoly calls Jelts, a man. of Nazareth, who 
ad received high extraordinary] powers. from 

. | 


inn God. 


A note to p. 31. l. 6. Quelle Abende 


Ageſſe dans ſes diſcours | quelle preſence 


Tefprit, quelle fineſſe, et queſts Jultes dats 
nies I'; * 
Lettre a M. 4 Beaumont, 10. 109. 
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A Pofiſcript by Dr. F E BB, 


To the Author of the Letter, (a &c. 
CCC 3a 2 2b tfi5 gifs; 
IN the firſt page of your preface you take no- 
tice, that having been accuſtomed to conſi- 
der religious addteſſes unto Chriſt, as founded 
on the New Teſtament,” you eſteemed it to 
be ifeumbent on you, after reading niy poſi- 
tive denial of their lawfulneſs, fa ανinc 
- the gfpunds upon which I reſtad the vindication 
cf that aſſertion ; and proceed to obſerve, that 
I had feferrid my readers to Mr. Lindſeys 
Book, as containing unanſwerubir renſoning on 
kbit fuer. q 1 
In your table of contents you aſſert, that 
% Dr. Jebb expreſsly condemns all religious 
addreſſeg to Jeſus Chriſt, and refers bis rea- 
ders to Mr. Lindſey's Apology, for ths: proof 
thereof.” In page the ſecond of your letter, 
after quoting the following words from my 
pamphlet: viz. I am convinced that the 
addreſſes of chriſtians, may with the fame pro- 
priety be directed to the Virgin Mary, as to the 
perſon of our Lord; you proceed to ſay, that 
I refer my readers to Mr. Lindſey, who bath 
laboured at great length to prove, that prayer 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is not authorized in 


143,743 b nein 


(a) See above, pag. iv. of the Introduction. 
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the writings of the New Teſtament ; and you. 
declare your intention of examining what he 
has advanced upon this ſubject, in the ſame 
order in which he hath propoſed it, for the 
purpoſe of trying whether it is ſufficient to 
juſtify. the cencluſion I have drawn thence. 

This examination is comprized in the fol- 
lowing pages, to the 55th incluſive. In the 
56th, which is the laſt page but one of your 
letter, you write as follows: © To conclude: 
then, if my interpretation of the places in 
ſcripture be right, it follows, Sir, that your 
poſition-** that the addreſſes of chriſtians may, 
with the . ſame propriety, be directed to. the 
Virgin, Mary, as to the Perſon of our Lor 
is far from being true. 

With reſpect to the preceding gan 1 
truſt it will be eſteemed ſufficient for me to 
. obſerve, that all theſe aſſertions, and conclu- | 
ſions, proceeding upon the idea of my having 
actually referred my readers to Mr. Lindley's 
publication for a proof of my polition,. are 
abſolutely deſtitute of all foundation. 

My Pamphlet, printed for 8. Crowder, in 
Paternoſter-Row, may eaſily be obtained. I 
appeal from your aſſertions to the book. itſelf. 
My declaration, reſpecting the propriety of 
addreſſing prayer to Chriſt jeſus, will be found 
as you have quoted it, but without a ſingle 
word of reference 10 Mr, apes or ee ö 
euer Peron. ey 
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The proper unity of God, and the unlaws 
fulnef of addrefling prayer to Chriſt Jeſus, 
are very different queſtions. The great So- 
cinus very ably defended the former queſtion; 
and at the ſame time attempted to refute the 
arguments of Franciſcus Dayides, who main- 
tained the latter. I have ſpoken with appro- 
bation of Mr. Lindſey's arguments, reſpecting 
the proper unity of God, but have not re- 
ferred to, or declared either my approbation 
or diſapprobation of his reaſonings, reſpecting 
the impropriety of religious addrefſes unta 
Chriſt. The deſign of m Publication has 
been intirely miſapprehended. Upon repe- 
ruſing of it you may perceive, that 1t was not 
my intention to engage in controyerſy, but 
chiefly to aſſign the reaſons, which induced 
me to relinquiſh my ſtation in the church of 
England. I declared that I reſigned my pre- 
ferment becauſe I held opinions diamétrically 
oppoſite to thoſe, on which the eſtabliſhed 
form of public worſhip i is founded. I declared 
and unfolded theſe opinions without reſerve ; 
but this circumſtance laid me under no kind 
of obligation to maintain them by argument : : 
my private perſuaſion of their truth was a 
ſufficient reaſon for my conduct. 

But had it been my intention to enter into 
the principles, upon which my opinion re- 
ſpecting the * in queſtion is founded, it 
jo not rebate that I ſhould have cantent- 

3 with Ing: to Mr, Lindſey's 
| pub- 
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publication, however highly 1 approve his 
arguments, and teſpect his aathority. I ſhould 
alſo have thought it my duty to have endea- 
youred to eſtabliſh the "woah of ſo important 
a poſition by ſuch deductions, as at leaſt wotld 
have convinced my reitlets, that I had not 
taken up my opinion without ſome reflection 
on the ſubject; and ſhould unqueſtionably 
have referred, perha ps very largely, to thoſe 
paſſages in the ſacred writings, which, in my 
apprehenſion, would enable my readers to de- 
termine the queſtion for themſelves. It has 
long been my erſuaſion, that we pay too much 
deference to the opinions of men, reſpecting 
religion; and too little to the word of God, 
from which alone all our ideas reſpecting tt 

oſpel ought to be deduced. In the lectures 
7 upon the Evangeliſts, during my refi- 
detice at Cambridge, I always endeavoured to 
convince my pupils, that it was their duty to 
7 x57 as much uſe as poffible of their oum 
reaſon, when tinployed i in exploring the' 
nuine ſenſe of Scripture. Not that I 6500 
preſume myſelf, or would adviſe others to 
feject the lights, Which the labours of fearn- 
ed men, engaged in the ſame purſait, from 
time to time, have holden forth tò us; on 
the contrary, I think it neceſſary to avail our - 
ſelyes of every aſſiſtance we can procure, but 
at the ſame time I would always preſs the 
uſe of private judgment; by which 1 would 
be underſtood to mean, the exerciſe of a 
judgment intirely unbiaſſed by — 
an 
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and free from every kind of prejudice, fueh 
as becomes every, man, in a caſe, which to 
every man is of private concern, 

This freedom of the mind, from the exer - 
tion of which the moſt glorious, conſequences. 
would be derived to ſociety, I hold to he eſ- 
ſential in conſtituting the character of a true 
Proteilant. , The invaſion of it by any human 
authority how reſpectable ſoever, I eſteem as 
an outrage againſt the majeſty of Heaven; as 


' it tends todeprive the Almighty of the proper 


homage of his creatures. I have contended, 
and to the lateſt hour of my life will contend 
for its eſtzbliſhment_in its moſt unlimited 
extent; and I proteſt againſt the ungenerous 
policy, which at the preſent moment, under 
pretence of zeal for the intereſts of chriſtia- 
nity, really aims at eſtabliſhing the em- 
pire of the magiſtrate over conſcience, and 
of thereby ſubjecting the nobleſt faculties, 
and endowments of our nature to the luſt of 
lawleſs power, the moſt bancful pation of 
our frame. 

But at the ſame time 88 I think it incum⸗ 
bent upon me, to correct the falſe conception 


you have entertained of the deſign of my 


pamphlet; | do alſo think it my duty to aſ- 
ſure you, that it is not on account of any dif- 


fidence in Mr. Lindſey' s abilities, or diſap- 


probation of his argument, that I decline be- 
ing a party in the controverſy, which he ſuſ- 
Fang with ſo Su advantage, to what I ef+ 


tom 
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teem the cauſe of genuine chriſtianity, and 
with ſo much honour to himſelf. I am engag- 
ed in the ſtudies and the duties of a profeſſion, 
which demand my utmoſt attention. In ſuch 
circumſtances it will not be expected by any 
realonable man, that I ſhould enter upon 
thoſe arguments, which have induced me to 
embrace my preſent opinions on this ſub- 
ject; but 1 will never decline any proper op- 
portunĩty of declaring them, as | always have 
eſteemed an open avowal of our religious 
perſuafions, to be the indiſpenſable duty of a 
chriſtian and a proteſtant. 


* " : 


\- "You mention, that at the time of writing 
- yout letter, youu had read only Mr. Lindſey's 
Apology; you poſſibly ſince that period have 
ſeen his Sequel. | truſt, that yyur candoùr 
will induce you attentively to peruſe the pre- 
ceding pages of this work, in which the point 
of the lawfulneſs of religious addreſſes to 
Chriſt Jeſus is ſtill farther debated. If you 
wiſh to know my opinion on the ſuhjęct, as 
the opinion of a private perſon not involved, 
and who means not at preſent to involve him- 
ſelf in the controverſy, I will freely own, 
that I intirely aſſent, both in general and par- 
ticular, tothe arguments, by which Mr. Lind- 
ſey eſtabliſhes the Proper Unity of God, as 
well as to thoſe, by which he demonſtrates the 
offering of addreſſes to Chriſt Jeſus to be 
deſtitute of all ſcriptural foundation; and 
that notwithſtanding what yourſelf, and other 
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ll. opponents haye objected, I am perſuaded he 
Bas — I 0 very ably proved theſe 
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Bk me time that I make this. volug- 


HR ration of my ſentiments, reſpecting 
. Lindſey's publications, I with gregt 
ne ibute of . praiſe to the 
of my cor- 
ond nts, the Reyd. Mr. Tew; have;ma- 
ife e. e #9-he. ths 
cauſe of truth. 1 en the learning and the 
abilities of both. you for your ſenti- 
| timents, telpedting t : unalienable rights of 
. chriſtians; ; for your cn — — 
| [188 . ts ; and I am under obligations 
| - cefſjons of Bad ll 4d 
Wl |_ | eto ip pa | 
. 570 81 tk! 
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